"This is Eternal Life, that they might know YOU,
the ONLY TRUE GOD ...
John 17:3

Pastor Mark Allen Mikels
Sonlife Community Church
Apple Valley, Ca
1

Copywrite Mark Allen Mikels
All rights reserved
All Scripture quotations taken from the New International Version
of the Holy Bible unless otherwise noted
2

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...
1. APPREHENDING ABBA - Introductory Message ............................................ p. 4
2. APPREHENDING ABBA - The Way God Wants To Be Known ............... p. 9
3. MY ABBA IS ... INTENSELY PERSONAL ................................................................. p. 13
4. MY ABBA IS ... CONTINUALLY AVAILABLE ........................................................ p. 19
5. MY ABBA IS ... LAVISHLY LOVING ........................................................................... p. 27
6. MY ABBA IS ... ALMOST INFINITELY PATIENT .................................................. p. 31
7. MY ABBA IS ... BREATH-TAKINGLY STRATEGIC .............................................. p. 38
8. MY ABBA IS ... BRILLIANTLY TACTICAL ............................................................... p. 46
9. MY ABBA IS ... WONDERFULLY FORGIVING .................................................... p. 53
10. MY ABBA IS ... MYSTERIOUSLY PURPOSEFUL ............................................... p. 59
11. MY ABBA IS ... PROFOUNDLY WISE ...................................................................... p. 63
12. MY ABBA IS ... POWERFULLY PROTECTIVE ..................................................... p. 68
13. MY ABBA IS ... WHOLLY HOLY ................................................................................. p. 75
14. MY ABBA IS ... UNCONDITIONALLY CONNECTED ....................................... p. 80
15. MY ABBA IS ... AWESOMELY GLORIOUS ........................................................... p. 83
16. MY ABBA IS ... AMAZINGLY TRUSTING ............................................................... p. 91
17. MY ABBA IS ... TIRELESSLY VIGILANT ................................................................. p. 97
18. MY ABBA IS ... MASTERFULLY COMMUNICATIVE ....................................... p. 103
19. MY ABBA IS ... SUPREMELY CONFIDENT ......................................................... p. 108
20. MY ABBA IS ... UNWAVERINGLY RIGHTEOUS .............................................. p. 113
21. MY ABBA IS ... ABSOLUTELY JUST ....................................................................... p. 119
22. MY ABBA IS ... SURPRISINGLY SYMPATHETIC ............................................. p. 125
23. MY ABBA IS ... FABULOUSLY WEALTHY ......................................................... p. 131
24. MY ABBA IS ... PREEMINENTLY TRUSTWORTHY ....................................... p. 134
25. MY ABBA IS ... UTTERLY UNDENIABLE ............................................................ p. 140
26. MY ABBA IS ... MAGNIFICENTLY MERCIFUL ................................................. p. 146
27. MY ABBA IS ... INCONCEIVABLY GRACIOUS ................................................ p. 152
28. MY ABBA IS ... UNCEASINGLY CREATIVE ....................................................... p. 158
.

29. MY ABBA IS ... CONTAGIOUSLY JOYFUL ........................................................ p. 162
30. MY ABBA IS ... FLAWLESSLY PERFECT ........................................................... p. 168
31. MY ABBA IS ... UNFAILINLY FAITHFUL ............................................................. p. 174
32. MY ABBA IS ... ETERNALLY MINE ....................................................................... p. 178
3

'APPREHENDING 'ABBA'
"Introductory Message"
(John 17:3)

Intro ... Today it's my delight (in this brief communion meditation) to introduce
a brand-new series of messages ... One entitled: "Apprehending Abba."
This series will complete an extended period of teaching that began in
April of 2015 with a series of messages titled: "Looking Unto Jesus" and
which continued with the series of messages titled: "Walking with
Pneuma."
In the Series: "Looking Unto Jesus," we were enabled to clearly 'see' Jesus
in the Heavenly Realms where He faithfully ministers on behalf of His
Church and awaits the Day when He shall come to gather that
church unto Himself.
Thus, we could say that the series: "Looking Unto Jesus" effectively
removed Jesus (in our minds) from hands-on earthly ministry and properly
placed Him (in our minds) in heaven itself performing the incredible
ministries required of Him there.
That series definitely made clear to us that Jesus did indeed
"Go Away" ...
The Sermon Series: "Walking With Pneuma" then turned our attention
to The One, The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus Himself sent to take His Place
here on the earth.
'Pneuma' (as we have come to call Him) is the Companion sent from heaven
to accompany every Born-Again Believer through life in this fallen world.
Without him the Christian Life simply cannot be lived successfully.
'Pneuma' has been assigned the task of bringing every Born-Again Child
of God to a state of 'Fullness in Christ' ... to cause every believer to become
a virtual 'Mirror Image of Christ.'
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Seeking to understand that task of the Spirit led us into another lengthy
series called: "Christ's Mirror Image."
All told we now have about three and a half years invested in this
sequence.
This new series" "Apprehending Abba" will complete this quartet of
messages as it directs our attention to and stirs our hearts by the
discovery of the 'Goal of it all' which is ...
That we 'Born-Again Children of God' come to know and love ... that is,
'wrap our minds and hearts around' our 'Abba' Father ...
That we find ourselves loving HIM with all our heart, soul, mind and
strength and that we find ourselves truly reluctant to ever leave
HIS PRESENCE.
That, my friends, is the very ESSENCE of ETERNAL LIFE.
Jesus Himself said so and Pneuma Himself will confirm it
in our hearts if we allow Him to do so.
It is my desire for all of us that, over the next few months,
we will truly come to 'Apprehend Abba.'
Let's begin today with ...

TWO KEY SERIES DEFINITIONS ...
APPREHEND:
to STOP, to arrest, to detain, to catch, to take CAPTIVE
ABBA:
A most intimate, CHILD-LIKE Aramaic term for Father
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Those definitions point us toward a very specific ...

SERIES OBJECTIVE ...
To CAPTURE the CONCEPT and the REALITY
of an intimate, child-like RELATIONSHIP
with our FATHER in HEAVEN

Now, the identification of that specific objective should certainly create
a bit of curiosity concerning the ...
SERIES PROCESS ...
We will be 'Apprehending Abba'
through the EYES of JESUS His Son.
We will be attempting to SEE Him the way that Jesus SAW Him.
We will be RELYING upon the Holy Spirit, Pneuma Himself,
to lead us into both the UNDERSTANDING and the
EXPERIENCING of this 'Abba' relationship.
And since Pneuma has the most strategic role in this enterprise,
I have sought to imagine what He might say to us as we begin.
Imagine with me that there might be a fifth book in our
'Nudges and Hugs' collection ...
Imagine that it might be titled: "Immeasurably More" and ...
Imagine these to be the words that comprise the Morning Nudge
and the Evening Hug of Day One ...
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MORNING ‘NUDGE’ DAY ONE ...
“That they might know YOU ...”
(John 17:3)
My Beloved Companion ...
What a marvelous Child of God you have become!
What a delight it is to walk with you each day through this fallen,
yet grace-infused world.
I am reminded continually of my walks with Jesus Himself and with the many
that I have fashioned into His Likeness over the years.
It is now time and it is my privilege to introduce you to ‘Abba,’
your Heavenly Father – your ‘Father God.’
You, of course, have known of Him and have been somewhat aware of Him
ever since I gave you birth into His Family.
But you haven’t ‘known Him’ as He desires to be known – as Jesus knew Him and
as I know Him and as innumerable saints through the years have known Him.
Remember that great (but seldomly understood) truth Jesus revealed in his
marvelously worded ‘High Priestly Prayer ‘(John 17)?
Here’s what he said (and I paraphrase and interpret just a bit) ...
“Now this is Eternal Life: that ‘they’ (all those that You have given to me)
might ‘Know YOU,’ the Only True God (even as they have come
to know me), the One that You have sent.”
He could have just as easily said ...
‘I want them all to know YOU
even as I know YOU.’
This, my beloved companion, is where I want to take you now.
I want to take you into the realm where ‘Abba’ Himself becomes known to you –
even as I took the man, Jesus, when I walked with him and even as I have taken so
many others in the days since.
Eternal Life awaits you.

Let’s walk eagerly and confidently and even boldly into it!
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EVENING ‘HUG’ DAY ONE ...
My Beloved Companion ...
I set your mind spinning a bit this morning, didn’t I? You thought you had
‘completed the course,’ didn’t you? In a sense, all that we have accomplished
‘til now is but preparation for what comes now.
And what comes now is your fuller entry into what Jesus called: “Eternal Life” –
that is, life that has the scent of heaven upon it ... life that finds its source in heaven
and that pours forth from the ONE who sits on Heaven’s Throne.
The experience of ‘Eternal Life’ is in a word: “Life with Abba.”
“Apprehending Abba’ – coming to truly know and fellowship with the Father in
Heaven – is at the heart of it all.
During the days that the Son of God walked upon this earth, He truly (with my help,
of course) came to ‘Apprehend’ (to take into mental custody, as it were) genuine
knowledge of his Heavenly Father ... His Heavenly ‘Abba.’
One of the great characteristics of his life (as I pointed out to you some time ago) was
that He was “Completely Surrendered to the Father’s Will” (Book Four Nudge Day Ten).
It was because he knew the Father so well that he could absolutely give himself
to the Father’s Plan.
I want you to know your Heavenly Father – your ‘Abba in Heaven’ –
in that very same way. I want you to ‘walk in the steps of the earthly Son of God’
right into ‘Abba’s Presence’ – to come even as Jesus Himself came and to
receive from your ‘Heavenly Abba’ everything that Jesus received.
Think about that as you lay yourself down this night and do try to sleep; for
tomorrow, we will enter into the first of many ‘Days of Discovery!’

Doesn't that sound like something our Heaven-Sent Companion would say?
And now as we approach our time of Communion this morning, allow your
mind and heart to wrap themselves around this ...
Final Thot ...
The real and ultimate REASON the Son of God and the
Spirit of God were SENT into the world is that we
might DISCOVER ... 'LIFE with ABBA.'
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"The Way God Wants To Be Known"
(Mark 14:35-36; Galatians 4:6; Romans 8:15)

Intro ... Last week I introduced a brand-new Series of Messages titled:
"Apprehending Abba."
'Abba,' we reminded ourselves is "A most intimate, child-like Aramaic
term for Father" ... the English equivalent would be: "Daddy" or "Papa."
To 'Apprehend,' of course, means "to stop, to arrest, to detain, to catch,
to capture." We could say "To take personal possession of."
That's what we will be seeking to do in this series of messages.
Our 'Series Objective' will be:
"To Capture (to take personal possession of)
the Concept and the Reality of an intimate,
child-like Relationship with our Father in Heaven."
To truly "Apprehend Abba."
Today in a kind of Introduction Part Two message, I want us to put
side by side the only three verses in the entire New Testament where
the term: 'Abba' is found.
I've listed them all as Today's Key Scriptures. Reflect upon them as I read.
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...
Mark 14:35-36
" ... he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible, the hour might pass from him.
'Abba Father' he said, 'everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me.
Yet not what I will but what you will'."
Galatians 4:6
"... God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
the Spirit who cries out, 'Abba, Father'."
Romans 8:15
" ... you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, 'Abba, Father'."

Three fundamental and undeniable realities can be discovered from this
side-by-side reading ...
9

THREE FUNDAMENTAL REALITIES ...
1. JESUS possessed an 'Abba' PERSPECTIVE AND CONNECTION.
'Abba Father' he said, 'everything is possible for you.
In the most agonizing moment of his life, he uttered the words, the expression that
he had known and used since childhood ..."Abba Father." Like a child in need he
came to his 'Daddy God.' 'Abba Father' is the way God wants to be known.
The Second Verse reveals the Second of those Three Fundamental "Abba Realities"

2. PNEUMA was SENT into the WORLD
with an 'Abba' PERSPECTIVE and CONNECTION.
"... God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
the Spirit who cries out, 'Abba, Father'."
"Abba Father" is on the lips of the Spirit the moment HE enters into our lives at
spiritual birth. They would be the first words HE would have a new-born Child of
God utter. Sadly, some born-again children of God never utter them!
The Third Verse reveals the Final and Ultimate 'Abba Reality'...

3. All Born-Again CHILDREN of God are intended
to DISCOVER their own 'Abba' PERSPECTIVE
and CONNECTION.
" ... you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, 'Abba, Father'."
With new birth comes a consciousness of sonship ... We have been born into the
Family of God ... We first open our eyes in God's spiritual maternity ward ... All the
babies there have a heavenly father ... All of them possess the 'Spirit of Sonship' ...
All of them are geared to respond gleefully and gratefully to the Father's Presence.
Whether they do or not depends upon many things ... most notably it depends on
whether or not they ever truly 'Apprehend Abba.'
And for reasons as diverse as the children, some of them will never really get to
know their Heavenly Father in an 'Abba Father Way' and that's a shame and
brings sadness to the Father Himself.
That's what the Spirit Who companions you would seek to remedy for you if you
are in that condition and who of us is not somewhat there ...
Who of us could not 'Apprehend Abba' better?

So then, as we push on in this 'Introductory Part Two Message'
consider with me these ...
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THREE FOUNDATIONAL SERIES CONVICTIONS ...

These are 'Convictions' that cause me to say that this series of
messages is absolutely crucial for us - That 'Apprehending Abba' is
actually at the heart of it all - That 'Apprehending Abba' is in fact the
main thing - the 'Thing' toward which all the other 'things' point
and for which all the other 'things' have occurred.
Here they are: Three Foundational Series Convictions ...
1. Knowing God is the ESSENCE of ETERNAL Life.
(John 17:3)
That conviction arises out of what Jesus Himself said in what has been called
His 'High Priestly Prayer' recorded in John chapter 17.
What John recorded was in reality a most incredible 'Abba Father Connection' ...
a conversation between the Son of God and His Almighty 'Abba Father' ... Much
about the Father is revealed in this prayer - Much about the Son is revealed as
well. We will surely become most familiar with it in the days ahead.
However, here's the most important part - the part that underlies this series
conviction - the definition Jesus gave of Eternal Life.
Here's what he said:
"Now this is Eternal Life: that they may know YOU,
the Only True God and Jesus Christ whom YOU have sent."
Eternal Life is not just 'Living Eternally' ... It's 'Knowing the ONE
who is Eternal and enjoying Fellowship with HIM.'
And now take a deep breath as I share with you this conviction:
2. Until we KNOW God as 'Abba' we don't really KNOW God at all!

Now that might be tough for us to swallow but I really believe it's true for if we
don't 'Know God' in the way that He wants to be known, how can we say
that we 'Know Him' at all? Think about it.
And if we do not 'Know God' as He wants to be known, then we will fall into the
parameters of this third conviction:
3. We may well possess SPIRITUAL Life but
ETERNAL Life will ESCAPE us.

And who wants that ... Who wants to be 'merely saved' ... Saved from God's
Condemnation but experiencing none of the blessings of 'Eternal Life' i.e. life lived
in the fullness of the Knowledge of our 'Abba Father' who loves us and has planned
so wonderfully for us! I trust that the answer is no one - certainly none of us!
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ONE KEY SERIES STIMULATING OBSERVATION ...
JESUS DEMONSTRATED NOT JUST SPIRITUAL LIFE BUT ETERNAL LIFE.
Jesus truly 'Knew God - His Abba Father' ...
He possessed the fulness of the 'Eternal Life' that such knowledge brings ...
He demonstrated that 'Life' both by the way He lived and by the way He died.

* JESUS DEMONSTRATED ETERNAL LIFE BY THE WAY HE LIVED.
(He lived a truly awesome life)

"The common people heard him GLADLY." (Mark 12: 37)
"No one ever SPOKE the way this man does." (John 7:46)
"I have food to eat that you KNOW nothing about." (John 4:32)
"Lord, teach us to PRAY ..." (Luke 11:1)
Mikels paraphrase: "Show us how to GET what you've GOT."
"We need to know God - connect with God - the way you do."

* JESUS DEMONSTRATED ETERNAL LIFE BY THE WAY HE DIED
(He died a phenomenally confident death)
"It is Finished!" (John 19:30)
He died with complete confidence that his life's WORK
had been successfully accomplished ...

* * * * * * * *
"Jesus cried out in a loud voice:
'Father, into your hands I commit my spirit'." (Luke 23:46)
He died with complete confidence that His Heavenly 'Abba'
would welcome him on the other side of DEATH.

* * * * * * * *
"When the centurion ... heard his cry and saw how he died,
he said, 'Surely this was the Son of God!' " (Mark 15:39)
He died with complete confidence that all those who had
'EYES to SEE' would see him clearly.

Final Thot ...
No HUMAN BEING has ever KNOWN 'Abba' and
experienced ETERNAL LIFE in this life like Jesus did.
Let's LEARN from Him!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS PERSONAL ... Intensely Personal"
(John 17:3; Mark 1:11; John 10:30; Galatians 4:6)

Intro ... Today we begin our quest to 'Know God' ... to truly and satisfyingly
'Apprehend Abba' which Jesus said was the essence of eternal life.
Given our past studies, we could easily say that one of the main reasons
God's Holy Spirit 'Pneuma' has in conforming us to the Image of Christ is
that we might indeed come to 'Know' His (and our) Heavenly Father even
as He Himself did.
Take a moment and allow that thought to take possession of your mind.
Say to yourself ... My 'Abba' Father in Heaven wants me to know Him in
this earthly life even as Jesus, His First-Born Son, did!
And we will be seeking to 'Apprehend Abba' through the Eyes of
His Son. As much as possible we will be seeking to allow Jesus to
'Show us the Father' through the things that He himself said.
Let me tell you ... 'Pneuma' is committed to this task. 'Pneuma' wants us
to know the Father in Heaven just as accurately and intimately as Jesus
did. 'Pneuma' helped Jesus grow in wisdom and He is here with you and
me to help us do the same.
Our next few months are going to be filled with some incredible insights
into the very nature of our 'Abba' Father. Insights that will not only
inform us but I trust thrill us.
These are insights that we need to 'Apprehend' - to take captive and
make our own. These insights will profoundly affect our daily living
as they 'take possession' of us.
Several weeks ago, in the wee hours of the morning, Pneuma (I believe)
brought these 'insights' to me in a virtual rush - my Apple Pencil was
moving continually until the list was done.
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I shared the list with Linda later in the day and the tears in her eyes
communicated to me that this was not just a list of my own making.
There is no greater subject that we can address - maybe it's the last one
I ever will address ...
'Apprehending Abba' ... coming to know and experience the awesome
nature and character of our Eternal Heavenly Father - our Eternal
'Abba Father' Himself.
Coming to know and experience - coming to actually enjoy fellowship
with - the ONE who created us and who has provided salvation for us
and with whom we will spend all Eternity ... What could be more
important or beneficial than that?
Let's begin with prayer ...
And here we go ...
Message #1 - Abba Insight #1 ...
"My Abba is Personal ... Intensely Personal"
This is the first and most fundamental thing.
The Father with Whom Jesus fellowshipped in prayer - the Father
in Heaven about Whom Jesus talked continually was no mere
'Higher Power' - no great impartial 'Judge of the Universe' no 'Celestial Clockmaker' who designed the universe and
just allowed it to run its course.
The 'Abba Father' to whom Jesus cried out in the Garden of Gethsemane
is a most personal being - an intensely personal being.
Consider Today's Key Scriptures with me ...
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TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...
"That they may know YOU ..." - John 17:3
(amplified: 'That they may know YOU even as I know YOU')

Though it, of course, is not a proper use of the English Language, I would suggest
that when the disciple Philip said: "Lord, show us the Father," he really wanted to
say: 'Lord, know us the Father.'
Meaning ...
'Allow us to know Him the way you know Him Allow us to receive from Him all that you receive from Him.'
The wonderful truth is that 'Our Abba' is knowable for He is a Personal Being ...
an intensely Personal Being!
Our 'Abba Father' revealed that fact with the announcement He made at
Jesus' baptism ...
"And a voice came from heaven: 'You are my Son' ..."
(Mark 1:11)

The 'Voice' went on to say:
"Whom I love - with whom I am well pleased."
That was a most personal statement from Father to Son. Those words
communicated the personal relationship - the intensely personal relationship between Father and Son.
"I and the Father are one."
(John 10:30)

In other words (in the context of our focus this morning) Jesus was saying ...
'The Father is everything that I am - He is as personal - as intensely personal a being as you have discovered me to be. I know Him to be so.'
And now we add the testimony of the Apostle Paul ...
"God sent the 'Spirit of His Son' into our hearts ..."
(Galatians 4:6)

And thus, the possibility of knowing the Father in A Personal Way - in An Intensely
Personal Way - is make possible for all of His Born-Again Children. The very Spirit of
His Son has been sent into our hearts, so we can 'Know Abba' even as Jesus did!

Out of those 'Key Scriptures' arises ...
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TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
ABOVE everything else, at the very HEART of everything else,
Jesus possessed a PERSONAL relationship - an INTENSELY personal
relationship - with His 'Abba' Father.
That's the relationship our 'Abba' Father DESIRES
ALL His Born-Again CHILDREN to have with Him.
Jesus did not have and our 'Abba Father' does not desire to have ...
* A relationship that is Casually Personal - nothing too serious
(or)

* A relationship that is Routinely Personal - nothing too dynamic
(or heaven forbid)

* A relationship that is Pseudo Personal - nothing real at all.
Only a relationship that is Intensely Personal will do because we have
been given birth into the family whose Father is just that:
An Intensely Personal Being!
He knows our Names ...
He knows the number of hairs on our heads ...
He knows the condition of every cell in our bodies ...
He knows what we are thinking and feeling ...
He knows our every need ...
He knows we are His and His Alone ...
He is our 'Intensely Personal' Abba Father!
And so, we come to what I hope is for each of us ...
TODAY'S KEY QUESTION ...
How can I APPREHEND my 'Abba' Father
in this 'Intensely Personal' Way?
Answer: ALLOW Pneuma to walk you
through this Nine Step PROCESS.
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THE NINE-STEP PROCESS ... Keep this sheet handy for this process can
be applied to every one of the traits of our 'Abba Father' we discover.
Allow me to introduce these nine steps to you as they are applied to the
'trait' we have discovered today.
1. RECOGNIZE that your 'Abba' Father is indeed intensely PERSONAL.

Obviously, this is step one. The first step in 'Knowing God' in the way
that He wants to be known - in the way that leads to the enjoyment
of 'eternal life' here on the earth - is to 'See Him' as personal ...
as 'intensely' personal.
Your 'Abba Father' is a God who knows everything about you - Who
desires to enjoy a personal relationship with you - Who offers that kind
of relationship to you - Who has placed the Holy Spirit who enables
that kind of intensely personal relationship right in your heart.
Recognize it.
2. DECIDE that you want to know 'Abba' in an intensely personal way.
A relationship requires participation on both parts. Knowing that the
Father in Heaven desires to be and wants to be known as your 'Abba
Father' is not enough. We need to decide that that is what we want that we want to personally 'know' our intensely personal God.
3. Uncover anything that has KEPT you from knowing 'Abba' that way.
Has it been ignorance? Has it been 'hang-ups' from the past? Has it
been 'pre-occupation' with things in the present? Has it been a
'Jesus is all I need' kind of faith? Has it seemed presumptuous to say,
'I know God"? Whatever it might be ... uncover it and face it honestly.
4. Spend TIME with your 'Abba' Father (Fellowship in prayer).
View prayer like Jesus viewed prayer - a time to connect with His
'Abba Father' ... Not a meeting with a Heavenly Santa Claus ...
Try simply talking to 'Abba' ... Try seeing Him this week as simply
someone who is 'Intensely Personal' ... As someone who so interested
in you and knows so much about you that you can 'talk' with Him
about anything and everything ...
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5. Read His WORD - Consider it to be a DIRECT communication.
Read it from the perspective that this is something my 'Abba Father'
wrote directly to me. These are things that were written by those who
knew Him as I desire to know Him. Start with the Gospels and note all
the things that Jesus said - especially things he said about the Father.
6. RESPOND to what you have read (Journal).
Make it personal - start every entry with 'Dear Abba ...'
Make as personal as a diary would be ... Allow what you are learning
about your Heavenly Father to influence what you write.
7. DELIGHT yourself in Him - "My 'Abba' is awesome!"
This is where you want to get ... Genuine delight in your 'Abba' Father.
Remember the old kid-boast: "My Dad is better than your dad."
Borrow a bit of that!
8. ATTEND every service - LISTEN to every message. ('nuff said)
9. LEAN on the ONE 'Abba' sent you - the ONE who cries: "Abba Father."
Pneuma comes into our hearts with the exclamation: 'Abba Father'
on His lips.
Listen to Him. Lean on Him. "Keep in Step' with Him each day!

Final Thot ...
My 'Abba' Father is INTENSELY PERSONAL ...
He would SWALLOW me up in Him.
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS AVAILABLE ... Continually Available"
(John 11:41; Mark 1:35-38; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 6:9-10; Psalm 46:10; John 4:24)

Intro ... Today we take a second step into an immense - (actually an infinite)
undertaking ... "Apprehending Abba" we are calling it.

Seeking 'to know and experience (to capture as it were) the awesome
nature and character of our Eternal Heavenly Father - our Eternal
'Abba Father' Himself ' - is what we are doing.
The topic is immense - like an ocean is the Truth we are seeking
to fathom ...
And though we are going to be just 'playing on the shore of this
great ocean' don't be surprised if every now and then a wave of
unexpected truth doesn't just bowl you over.
Jesus himself said 'Eternal Life' resides within that Truth and
thus comes our motivation and thus will be our reward.
My sense of Eternal Life (Abundant and Satisfying Spirit-Provided Earthly Life)
took a giant step forward with Last Sunday's Discovery that
'My Abba Is Personal ... Intensely Personal.'
The Bible declares that my Heavenly Father (your Heavenly Father)
truly knows me (knows you) ... knows everything about me (you).
I don't have to introduce myself when I enter His Presence.
His knowledge is not merely academic or generic but personal deeply and even intensely personal.
He focuses His attention upon me as though I were the only human
being whom He has rescued from wrath and granted new birth into
His eternal family.
It's as though I were the only human being that He even cares to know.
He is totally invested in knowing me and that's the first thing about
Himself that He wants known by me.
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Pondering that thought throughout this past week has brought
a wonderful sense of contentment and delight.
Here are the Scriptural Truths into which we venture today...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...

"Father, I thank you that you have HEARD me.
I know that you ALWAYS hear me, but I said this
for the benefit of the people standing here ...
(John 11:41)

"Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, JESUS got up, left
the house and went off to a SOLITARY place where He PRAYED."
(Mark 1:35)

Out of those Scriptures arises ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

Our 'Abba' Father is AVAILABLE ... CONTINUALLY available.
But we must SEEK Him out - We must make the EFFORT
to ENTER His PRESENCE.
Allow me to share with you ...
A HOPEFULLY INSTRUCTIVE AND COMPELLING SET OF PICTURES A VISUAL PARABLE:

To appreciate them we must rewind our minds back some 50 years
or so to the early 1960s. The youngest man to ever become president
of the United States, John F. Kennedy, has just recently taken office.
The first picture is of him ... sitting at his desk in the oval office.
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At that time the President of the United States was viewed as the
unchallenged leader of the Free World - as one of the most powerful men
in the world. It was from that desk, no doubt, that he confronted the
Premier of the Soviet Union and demanded that the ships carrying
offensive missiles to Cuba turn back.
Great power was exercised from that desk in that Oval Office. Plenty were
the people whose hearts would be in their throats were they to sit across
from the President when he was behind that desk.

The second picture reveals a secret about that desk ...

The desk contained a secret door ...It provided a very special kind
of access - access that was only granted to two: his little children
John John and Carolyn. It was available to them continually.

The third picture lets us know that they knew all about it.

Little John could care less that the man on the other side of the desk was the
most powerful man in the world or that he was a man in whose presence
many would find themselves nervous or even panic stricken. This little boy
only knew that this desk was his daddy's desk and it was his daddy who
was on the other side of it.
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The fourth picture lets us know that John John Kennedy was right.

What little John Kennedy found on the other side of the big desk in the
Oval Office of the President of the United States was a 'Daddy who loved
him, who was continually available to him.'

Here's how it is with our wonderful Three-Person God ...

* God the Spirit - 'Pneuma' - says: "SEEK out the Father."
(He comes into our heart crying "Abba Father" - Galatians 4:6)

* God the Son - 'Jesus' - says: "Go through me: I am the DOOR."
(He once said: "No one can come to the Father except through me." - John 14:6)
* God the Father - 'Abba' - says: "I'm delighted you CAME."
Put another way:

* Pneuma is WITH us always ...
* Jesus is MINISTERING on our behalf always ...
* Abba is AVAILABLE to us always ...
Consider with me now ...
TODAY'S FIRST KEY QUESTION ...
WHAT is it that our 'ABBA FATHER'
is continually AVAILABLE to do?
22

TWO KEY 'THINGS' OUR ABBA FATHER IS CONTINUALLY AVAILABLE
TO DO FOR US WHO ARE HIS CHILDREN ...
1. Our Abba Father Is Available To HEAR Our PRAYERS.

We know this to be true first of all because of ...
* Jesus' TESTIMONY:
"Father ... You always hear me."
(John 11:41)

This is how it is for all born-again children of God. If prayer were a telephone
call, we wouldn't even need to dial the number. Just pick up the phone and
discover that your 'Abba Father' is already on the line. He's always on the line.
Jesus was himself forever 'picking up the phone.' He knew that His Abba
Father was continually available to hear His prayers. We know it to be true,
in part, because of Jesus' testimony.

We also know this to be true because of ...
* The Father's INVITATION:
"Call to me and I will answer you and show you great and
mighty things which you do not know."
(Jeremiah 33:3)

My friends, I would suggest that these 'great and mighty things' that God the
Father would show us are first of all 'Things about Himself' ... insights into His
'Father's Heart' ... Insights that bring assurance and delight to any of His
children who 'scoot through the secret door' into His Presence.

Here's a summary perspective regarding prayer:
All our prayers are directed to our 'Abba Father'
in Jesus' name under Pneuma's supervision.
Here now is 'The Second Thing' that our Abba Father is continually
available to do for us who are His Children ...
2. Our Abba Father Is Available To Re-Sensitize Us To His PLANS.

We become aware of this by examining ...
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* Jesus' EXPERIENCE:
"Let us go somewhere else - to the nearby villages so, I can preach there also. That is why I have come."
(Mark 1: 38)

That's what Jesus said after spending that 'early morning time' with His
Heavenly Abba. It would have been easy to settle down in Capernaum
where the entire town was talking about his ministry and where the
entire town was turning out for more of the same.
The disciples, when they found him, were, no doubt, confused ...
Why would he 'sneak off' as it were when 'everyone was looking for him'?
He needed to 'strike while the iron was hot,' didn't he?
It surely was a tempting situation; but time spent with His Abba Father
had 'Re-Sensitized Him' to the 'Plan.' He was to take the message to
the entire nation not just Capernaum and so He 'moved on.'
Our Heavenly Abba is forever available to keep us aware of and sensitive to
'His Plans.' We know this to be true by examining Jesus' own experience.

We also know this to be true by paying attention to ...
* Jesus' INSTRUCTION:
"This is how you should pray:
'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name ...
Your Kingdom come - Your Will be done on earth as it is in heaven."
(Matthew 6:9-10)

One of the easiest things in the world to do is to lose track of Our Father's
Plan ... His plan that we become like His Own First-Born Son; His Plan that
we bring glory to His Son by that very process; His Plan that we walk faithfully
and productively with our 'Heaven-Sent Companion' Pneuma Himself.
When we enter the Father's Presence, these are the main things that are on
His Mind and we can't be in His Presence long before they become the main
things on our minds as well.
If those things have somehow gotten fuzzy or even forgotten,
He will 're-sensitize us to them.'
Our Abba Father is continually available to accomplish that task in our lives.
Simply entering His Presence will begin the process of 'putting us back on
track' if we have in anyway 'wandered off course.'
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So, Our Heavenly Abba is continually available: to Hear our Prayers and
to Re-Sensitize us To His Plans. He is our 'Abba Father' and He does not
want us to ever feel isolated from Him or in the dark about His purposes.
So, now that we know at least Two Incredibly Important Things that
our Abba Father is continually available to do, we come to ...
TODAY'S SECOND KEY QUESTION ...
WHERE is it that my continually available
'Abba Father' can be FOUND?

Phased in light of the 'Visual Parable' I shared with you earlier,
we might ask: Where is the 'Other side of the desk' where
our 'Abba Father' can be found?
THREE KEY 'PLACES' WHERE OUR CONTINUALLY AVAILABLE
ABBA FATHER CAN BE FOUND ...
1. Our Abba Father Can Be Found In A PLACE Of QUIETNESS

Here we follow ...
* Jesus' EXAMPLE:
"... went off to a solitary place where he prayed."
(Mark 1:35)

Though you can 'cry out' to the Father anywhere and at any time, there is great
value in finding what Jesus called a 'Prayer Closet' ... a place somewhat away
from the normal hubbub of the day.
This is where you go to 'intentionally' seek your Abba Father's Presence ...
a place where you can be reasonably sure it will be just the two of you.
In such a place, your attention can be focused upon Him and Him alone.

2. Our Abba Father Can Be Found In MOMENTS of MEDITATION

Here we follow ...
* The Father's DIRECTIVE:
"Be still and know that I am God."
(Psalm 46:10)
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Meditation is not 'emptying your mind of stuff' while you chant 'meaningless
stuff' to keep all 'other stuff' out. Biblical meditation involves
'Focusing your mind upon God's Stuff.'
The Father says ...
"Be STILL (quiet your mind and body) and KNOW
(Apprehend - take into mental captivity the fact) that I am (your) GOD."
And in those meditative moments, the Father's Presence is entered.

3. Our Abba Father Can Be Found In TIMES of WORSHIP

Here we rely upon ...
* Jesus' EXPLANATION:
" ... true worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth
for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks."
(John 4:24)

Just like a very special bond is formed with Jesus during
our times of communion, so a very special connection
is formed with our Abba Father during times of true worship.
In times of genuine truth-based, spirit-generated worship, we find
ourselves (as it were) on the 'other side of the desk' which is right
where our Abba Father wants us to be.

And now allow your heart to thrill with this ...
Final Thot ...

My 'Abba' Father is CONTINUALLY AVAILABLE to me ...
It's like He has NOTHING else to do!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS LOVING ... Lavishly Loving"
(John 3:16; John 17:23 John 3:1; John 4:16)

Intro ... Today's attempt to 'Apprehend Abba' directs our attention to
some incredible Scriptures. As we read, note the common thread ...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...

"For God SO LOVED the world that He GAVE
His one and only SON, that whoever believes in him
shall not PERISH but have eternal life."
(John 3:16)
"May they be brought to complete unity to let the world
KNOW that you sent me and have LOVED them
even as you have loved ME."
(John 17:23)
"How great is the LOVE the Father has LAVISHED on us,
that we should be called CHILDREN of God!"
(1 John 3:1)
"We KNOW and RELY on the love God has for us."
(1 John 4:16)
Out of those Four Key Verses arises ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

Our 'Abba Father' is LOVING ... LAVISHLY Loving.
We need to learn to BASK in His LOVE.
Just picture that for a moment:
You 'basking' in your 'Abba Father's' Love.
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'BASKING' ... it means: to relax, to enjoy, to savor, to relish, to luxuriate,
Or as I would put it this morning:

"to be completely caught up in and blessed by."
This is how 'Abba's Love' can affect all who have come to know Him.
Allow the truths contained in these four verses this morning to help you
'Begin your Bask.'
FOUR OBSERVATIONS AND FOUR APPLICATIONS:
1. HIS LOVE (Our Abba's Love) IS BOUNDLESS ...

"When we bask in His Love our love is too."
"God so loved ... that He gave His one and only son ..."
(John 3:16)

This is the heart of the Christmas Story.
It's the story of the Lavish Love of the Heavenly Father demonstrated
in the sending of His Beloved Son into the world to become the
Savior of men. He loves us 'that' much.
The 'Father's Love' is the ultimate 'Reason for the Season'!
We cannot 'bask' in our Abba's Love - we cannot be 'caught up'
in the 'boundlessness' of it and remain 'stingy' with our own.
We just can't!
More and more will our love broaden until there is no human being
who falls outside its scope - no human being that we would ignore
or despise.
2. HIS LOVE (Our Abba's Love) IS FOCUSED ON HIS SON ...

"When we bask in His Love, our love does too."
"You have loved them even as you have loved me."
(John 17:23)
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Though the Christmas Story reveals the lavishness of the Heavenly
Father's Love for the world of fallen men, the focus of the Father's
Love is and has always been upon His One and Only Eternal Son ...
The focus of His Father's Love is and has always been upon
the Son He (through His Holy Spirit) gently lowered to earth and
placed in Mary's womb nine months before that first Christmas Day.
It was the miracle of all miracles. The Eternal Son of God entered into
the temporal world of men. He would be given the name 'Jesus.'
Never was the Son of God more 'Beloved' than the day He declared:
"I come to do Your Will, O God." (Hebrews 10:7)
Jesus himself knew just how lavishly the Father loved him and He then
used that knowledge to reveal the depth of the Father's Love for those
who give themselves to Him as their Lord and Savior.
We cannot bask in the Father's Love without feeling our hearts
fill with love for His Son, our Savior, Jesus.
3. HIS LOVE (Our Abba's Love) DECLARES US TO BE HIS OWN ...

"When we bask in His Love, we feel it to be true."
"That we should be called Children of God!"
(1 John 3:1)

This Observation and Application arises from the very verse
that provides our 'adjective of the day' ... "Lavishly."
Here's the rest of it (1 John3:1) ...
"How great is the Love the Father has lavished on us
that we should be called 'Children of God!'

And not only does He 'Call us His Own' - He treats us 'As His Own.'
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We have become full-fledged, birth-certificate-granted Children of God!
The 'Father in Heaven' - the Loving Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has become our 'Lavishly Loving Abba.'
When we 'Bask in His Love' we feel it and know it to be true.
And as a result ...
4. HIS LOVE (Our Abba's Love) PROVIDES A FOUNDATION FOR US ...

"When we bask in His Love, we count on it all day through."
"We ... rely on the love God has for us."
(1 John 4:16)

There is nothing better in all the universe to 'rely upon'
than the Love of our 'Abba Father' ...
Abba's Father-Love opens the storehouse of heaven to us.
Abba's Father-Love sent 'Pneuma Himself' to companion us.
We can count on 'Abba's Father-Love' all day through!
Confess with me the truth of today's ...
Final Thot ...

My 'Abba Father' is LAVISHLY LOVING ...
There is no one who can OUT-LOVE Him.
I will BASK in His Love always!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS PATIENT ... Almost Infinitely Patient"
(Luke 15:11-20; 2 Peter 3:9b; Romans 8:28; Luke 22:32)

Intro ... "Apprehending Abba" ... that is what we are seeking and
hopefully learning to do. We are seeking to ...

'know and experience (to capture as it were) the awesome
nature and character of our Eternal Heavenly Father our Eternal 'Abba Father' Himself. '
Jesus said that those who do that ... those who truly come to
"Know God" ... will experience what he called 'Eternal Life' ...
Life, as I said a few weeks ago, that has the
'Scent of Heaven upon it.'
Only born-again Children of God can come to know God in this way.
Only born-again Children of God can experience 'Eternal Life'
while still living in this fallen world.
It's God the Father's desire for all of His Born-Again Children.
It's God the Spirit's privilege to lead God's Born-Again Children
into the experience of it.
And as the Spirit is allowed to do His Part, God's Born-Again Children
begin to develop a very unique Personal Testimony ...
It's a testimony that goes way beyond simply saying: "I'm saved"
or "I've accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Savior" ...
It's a testimony that says:
"I'm coming to know Abba, in a personal way."
This Series of Messages is intended to build that testimony line by line,
affirmation by affirmation.
Each line begins: "My Abba Is ..."
Here's what we have so far ...
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Here's the beginning testimony of a Born-Again Child of God
who is coming to 'Apprehend Abba.'
"My Abba is Personal ... Intensely Personal."
"My Abba is Available ... Continually Available."
"My Abba is Loving ... Lavishly Loving."
Today's Testimony Statement grows out of ...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURE ... Luke 15:11-20
"The Parable of the Prodigal Son"
- Seeing 'Abba' through the Eyes of His Son -

Here's how the part we are going to consider this morning reads ...
- The Parable of the Prodigal Son -

"There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father,
`Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So, he (the father) divided his
property between them. “Not long after that, the younger son got
together all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild (old KJV: 'riotous') living."
"After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. So, he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country who sent him to his fields
to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that
the pigs were eating, but no-one gave him anything.
When he came to his senses, he said, `How many of my father’s hired men
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go
back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
make me like one of your hired men.'
So, he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissed him."
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It's an incredible story ...
It has touched the hearts of people ever since Jesus first shared it.
There is an incredible amount of truth to be discovered in it.
We will probably look at it more than just this once.
Here, however is the Key Phrase I want us to focus on today:
"But while he was still a LONG way off,
his father SAW him ...
Here's the point I want to make this morning:
'The Father was obviously looking for him;
The Father was waiting on him;
The Father had not written him off or
ceased to care about him.'
The Father in this parable (who obviously pictures our Abba Father
in heaven) understood as my own mother understood and
frequently said to me as I was growing up:
"Mark, these things take time."
Notice the two key 'Time References' in this parable:
"After he had spent everything ..."
"When he came to his senses ..."
Jesus knew from experience as I'm sure my own mother did that:
"Some things do indeed take time."
We could easily call this ...
"The Parable of the PATIENT FATHER"
I'm sure that that loving and even heart-broken father
raised many prayers that included the word 'When' in them
and I'm equally sure that the answer he received
included the word: 'Wait.'
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And so, from this glimpse into Abba's heart given by Jesus,
the Son of God Himself, comes ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

Our 'Abba' Father is PATIENT ... Almost INFINITELY Patient.
We must learn to WAIT on Him!
Do you not think that the father in that parable somewhere along
the line considered sending his servants after his wayward son?
But, what good would it have done to bring him home 'kicking and
screaming' as it were?
None ... and so he patiently waited.
And in his patient waiting, something of our Heavenly Father is
discovered: Something to which every Born-Again Child of God
can testify:
"My Abba is Patient ... Almost Infinitely Patient."
To strengthen the point beyond just 'Parable Proof' consider now these:
THREE EXAMPLES OF OUR 'ABBA' FATHER'S PATIENCE ...
1. OUR 'ABBA' FATHER IS PATIENT WITH PEOPLE ...
"The Lord is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance."
(2 Peter 3:9b)

Could anything endear 'Abba' to us more than that? How long did the
ONE who is now your Abba Father wait on you? How many mistakes did
he allow you to make before you 'came to your senses' and 'surrendered
your life completely to Him'?
Or how many mistakes is He allowing you to make right now because
in your own headstrong way, you are engaged in 'solving your own
problems' - because there are still parts of your life that you have
not surrendered to Him?
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Or who here this morning has not surrendered their life to God at all.
Who here this morning has not confessed their sins and received
God's Gift of Forgiveness and New Life.
Perhaps you are the one in this room this morning that the ONE
who would be your Heavenly Father is 'Waiting On.'
Must He wait longer?
Remember how our key concept of the morning put it:
"My Abba is Patient ... Almost Infinitely Patient."
My friend, God's patience with you ends with your last breath and
there's no way of knowing when that might be.
So, the Scripture says (Hebrews 4:7) ...
'Today, if you hear His Voice, do not harden your heart."

Let's not any of us, cause God to wait one moment longer to see
accomplished in our lives what He desires His Spirit to accomplish!
Here now is a second example of our Abba Father's patience ...
An example that shows that He surely understands that
'some things take time' ...
2. OUR 'ABBA' FATHER IS PATIENT WITH OUR LIFE CIRCUMSTANCES ...
"And we know that in all things, God works
for the good of those who love Him ..."
(Romans 8:28)

Now, working with and through our life circumstances is almost always
time-consuming for Abba and frequently confusing for us.
"What is going on?" and "Why is this going on?" can become
familiar questions.
It's necessary for us to know that nothing that ever enters our life
is wasted ... never unused.

35

Rather our Heavenly Father works in all of it through His Holy Spirit
whom He sent to companion us into and through it all.
Abba understands the goal - He also understands the fallenness and
the brokenness of life - He knows that the beauty He brings into our lives
is generally made out of ashes.
Things that crash and burn are the very things He can use
to bring something truly 'Good' but as we have said before ...
"These things take time."
Our Heavenly Abba is committed to taking the time - He is incredibly
patient with the circumstances of our lives. He does not allow a single
one of them to derail His Spirit's task of making us like Jesus because
He infuses each of them with transforming grace.
Picture this: Your Heavenly Father looking at the circumstances
of our lives is somewhat like Chip Gaines, of 'Fixer Upper' fame,
looking at some woebegone house ...

'Demo Day' is coming and something fantastic will arise
from the rubble! It just takes time ...
We just need to wait on Him!
Consider now this final example of our Abba Father's Patience:
3. OUR 'ABBA' FATHER IS PATIENT WITH HIS PLANS FOR OUR LIVES ...
"I have prayed for you, Simon. that your faith may not fail.
And when you have turned back, strengthen your brother."
(Luke 22:32)

Once again, we have a 'Time Reference,’ don't we?
"When you have turned back" Jesus said.
Jesus didn't tell Peter how long that would take, He just let Peter know
that God's Plan for him looked beyond the horrible failure that was soon
to come - Peter's Three-Fold Denial of Christ.
Here's another thing that Jesus revealed to Peter that had a
non-specific Time Reference to it (John 21:18-19) ...
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" 'I tell you the truth (Peter), when you were younger you dressed
yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress
you and lead you where you do not want to go.'
Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death
by which Peter would glorify God."

Time would be involved ...
Peter would 'turn back' ...
Peter would 'strengthen his brothers' including you and me
as we read his two Spirit-Inspired Epistles.
And by the time he died at the hands of the Roman Government,
his death would be a glorious testimony to the Three Person God
(Abba, Jesus, Pneuma) who meant more to him than life itself.
Indeed, our Heavenly Abba knows exactly how to get us from Point A
to Point B in our lives ... His Holy Spirit, Pneuma, starts every day
(as it were) with the blueprints in His hands and with all the time
in the world in His hands as well.
One of the values of accumulating more and more years to one's life is
the ability to look back over those years and see just how often and in
what ways Abba has in fact managed circumstances to bring about
change and to move us farther along the path of His Choosing.
We get to see just how 'Patient' our Heavenly Abba has been.
Such a perspective allows us to knowingly and enthusiastically
testify to the truth of Today's Final Thot ...
Final Thot ...

My 'Abba' Father is PATIENT ... Almost INFINITELY Patient.
LEARNING to WAIT on Him will bring me GREAT BLESSINGS
AND ...

Save me a great deal of FRUSTRATION and even AGGRAVATION!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS STRATEGIC ... Breath-Takingly Strategic"
(Lk. 24:13-32; Gen. 3:15; Gen. 12:2-3; Deut. 18:15; 34:10; Isa. 53:3,6; Mark 1:2-4; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 4:6)

Intro ... Today we continue in our quest to 'Apprehend Abba' ...
'to know and experience (to capture as it were) the awesome
nature and character of our Eternal Heavenly Father our Eternal 'Abba Father' Himself. '

We are seeking to 'see Abba' (as it were) 'Through the Eyes of His Son.'
The words of Jesus Himself have been and will continue to be
our primary source material.
So far, we have been exposed to and are seeking to truly
'take captive' four such 'Revelations' ...
"Our Heavenly Abba is Personal ... Intensely Personal"
"Our Heavenly Abba is Available ... Continually Available"
"Our Heavenly Abba is Loving ... Lavishly Loving"
"Our Heavenly Abba is Patient ... Almost Infinitely Patient"
Today's Revelation grows out of Today's Key Scripture which itself
concludes the lesson Jesus gave on Easter afternoon to the two
travelers on the Road to Emmaus ...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURE ... Luke 24:27, 32

"And beginning with MOSES and all the prophets,
He explained to them what was said in all the SCRIPTURES
concerning himself."
Here's what those men said after Jesus had left them ...
"Were not our HEARTS burning within us
while He talked to us on the road and
OPENED the SCRIPTURES?"

'Burn' with amazement - 'Burn' with delight - 'Burn' with the
breath-taking awesomeness of what they were being told.
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Jesus talked them through the entire Old Testament Scriptures
and showed them how they all were linked strategically together how everything about him had been foretold and foreshadowed.
And so, we come to Today's Key Concept - the Fifth Thing that
we must apprehend if we would truly come to 'Know Abba.'
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

Our 'Abba' Father is STRATEGIC ... Breath-Takingly Strategic.
We need to WRAP our MINDS and HEARTS around
His PLAN for MAN!
These Key Definitions can help us unwrap that Key Concept a bit ...
TODAY'S KEY DEFINITIONS ...
STRATEGIC: The ability to make DECISIONS and take ACTIONS
that are consistent with and conducive to the successful
accomplishment of one's over-all STRATEGY.
STRATEGY:
A PLAN to achieve a desired END ...
The WAY one seeks to arrive at a successful CONCLUSION.

Those Key Definitions lead us to ...
TODAY'S KEY QUESTION AND KEY ANSWER ...

What is the Key Issue - The Key Element - in God's PLAN for MAN?
What problem is it that our Abba Father is seeking to solve?
"How to restore fallen, SINFUL Man to Full FELLOWSHIP"
Now that is what our 'Abba' has been strategically working on
since the beginning of man's time on this earth.
What I am saying today is that:

'Our Abba is Breath-Takingly Good at it!'
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He has taken into account every contingency and provided for every
possibility and, as we saw last week, He is almost infinitely patient
in His implementation.
Jesus knew all of that and he opened his fellow-travelers' eyes
to almost all of that during that leisurely walk to Emmaus.
They were profoundly impacted - Their hearts were set on fire!
They were 'Fired Up' by coming to understand the Old Testament
Scriptures in light of the sufferings of Jesus - the incredible sacrifice
that He had made in fulfillment of the Plan of God.
They were amazed by the way all the pieces could be seen to fit
together as Jesus 'fitted them together' for them.
Today, it's the Spirit of God (Pneuma) who fits those pieces together
for us and He has even more pieces of the Plan available to 'fit'
than Jesus had.
Through the writers of the New Testament Scriptures the strategic
working of our Abba Father is seen to be even more 'Breath-Taking.'
Let's allow Pneuma this morning to walk us through some of the
Highlights of the Strategic Workings of our Abba Father.
Since we don't have all afternoon to 'walk and talk,' like Jesus did,
let me draw your attention to what I've labeled:
SEVEN KEY ELEMENTS OF ABBA'S STRATEGIC OPERATION ...

1. The PROMISE given in the GARDEN ... Genesis 3:15
"He will crush your head."
Allow me to paraphrase and amplify this 'Promise' a bit ...
'Indeed, there is coming a day ... there is coming a day,' (the Father
would say to Adam and Eve) 'when this enemy of your souls, this would-be
destroyer of the works of God will himself be destroyed ... It's a promise you
can count on though unknown to you it will take thousands of years
and innumerable human lifespans.'
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This 'Promise' moves our minds back into the breath-takingly distant
past when our Abba Father revealed the 'desired end' of the strategy
that He had conceived to deal with the 'evil one' and restore man
to fellowship.
However, in the process of working out that 'strategy for restoration,'
our 'almost infinitely patient' Abba demonstrated why I placed that
word 'almost' in last Sunday's 'testimony statement.'
In the days of Noah, Abba's patience ran out as Satan's stratagems
presented a formidable challenge to the Strategy of the Father.
All but eight of earth's inhabitants were destroyed ... the true ugliness of
sin was displayed for all to see as was Abba's righteous wrath.
The Human race was re-started in a vastly different environment than
the Garden ... Human beings were scattered over all the earth and
thus divided by language and geography and national identity.
The next key element in Abba's Strategic Operation that makes
our list this morning is:
2. The COVENANT established with ABRAHAM ... Genesis 12:2-3
"I will make of you a great nation ... and all peoples
on earth will be blessed through you."
Our 'Lavishly Loving Abba Father' focused his love upon one whom He
would designate 'Friend' and He made a strategic 'covenant' with Him.
Abba's ultimate plan to bring about man's restoration to fellowship
would require a people who would be uniquely identified as His.
It would require a people through whom the rest of the world would
come to understand the will and the ways of God ... a people who
would establish the conduit for the Promised One to come
into the world.
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Abraham could not have conceived all that would be required for that
nation of people to come into being ... Nor could he have known just
how difficult it would be to keep that people - his family - pure and true.
But Abraham believed God and his faith was most pleasing in Abba's
eyes. His 'Faith' enabled him to experience 'Friendship with God' - a kind
of prequel to Abba's ultimate desire for vast numbers of others.
Nearly a thousand years passed as conditions developed for the
next great element in Abba's Strategic Plan to be revealed.
The descendants of Abraham found themselves in Egypt where they
grew into a nation-size group ... perhaps as many as two million by
the time they left Egypt in their miraculous Exodus under Moses.
Moses lead them successfully out of Egypt but on the other side
of the Red Sea his troubles with them began. They were a most
unfaithful and easily distracted people. They were notoriously
selfish and demanding ...
Whenever Moses would leave them to meet with God and to receive
instructions from Him, they almost immediately began to act like
'Sheep without a Shepherd' ...
At the very end of his life - a life that would end prematurely due
to his frustrated actions in response to their endless demands Moses pointed their gaze forward toward the next great
element in Abba's Strategic Plan ... Moses placed in
their hearts and minds a great Expectation.
So, consider now ...
3. The EXPECTATION provided by MOSES ... Deut. 18:15 and 34:10
"God will raise up a prophet like unto me ... Since then, no prophet
has arisen like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face."
Moses, like Abraham, was absolutely unique ...
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Abraham's uniqueness was found in his simple faith and friendship with
God - Moses' uniqueness was found in his even more dramatic
connection with the Almighty.
When Moses came down from Mt. Sinai his face literally glowed with
the Glory of God. Moses was given the task of declaring the very words
and instructions of God. Moses was the first to put the directives of God
into print.
And now, at the end of his life, Moses tells the people that God will
raise up 'another like him' ... another who will know God and
declare God's Truth to them just like he did.
Moses certainly did not know nor did the people know just
how long it would be before that 'Prophet' would appear.
The writer who penned the final words to the Book of Deuteronomy
records that ...
"Since then, no prophet has arisen like Moses,
whom the Lord knew face to face."

Now there were surely prophets - those through whom the Spirit of God
delivered the Words of God - but as the centuries passed there were
none who fulfilled the 'expectation' provided by Moses.
And yet there were additional hints given ... further information provided
about this very special ONE (the Promise-Keeper, the Prophet) who was to
come in fulfillment of God's Strategic Plan.
The Fourth Element of Abba's Strategic Operation was ...
4. The PROPHECY given by ISAIAH ... Isaiah 53:3a and 6b
"He will be despised and rejected of men ... and the Lord
will lay on him the iniquities of us all."
With these words of Isaiah, things take a turn - the Promise-Keeper,
the Great Prophet/Teacher will Suffer at the hands of man and
become a Substitute for man.
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The words of the Scripture with which we started our message today
describing how Jesus opened the eyes of those two disciples on the
Emmaus Road were preceded by these ...
"How foolish you are, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things?
(Luke 24:25-26)

Then came these that we already read ...
"And beginning with Moses and all the prophets he explained
to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself."

Abba's strategic plan anticipated more than a Truth-Giver,
more than even a Miracle-Worker ... It anticipated a Savior!
What we call the Old Testament ended with the following
'Words of Announcement' hanging in the air along with
all the others that we have read this morning.
We actually pick them up from the Gospel of Mark ...
5. The ANNOUNCEMENT made by ISAIAH fulfilled by JOHN ... Mk. 1:2-4
"It is written in Isaiah the prophet: 'I will send my messenger
ahead of you to prepare the way ... and so John came."
And it was John the Baptist who was privileged to declare these
awesome words the day Jesus appeared in his presence:
"Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world."
(John 1:29)

Now that's as far as Jesus could go with those Disciples that Easter
afternoon but that much thrilled their hearts and filled their minds.
The final two 'Elements' of the Father's Strategic Operation identified
this morning have been revealed to us through subsequent revelation.
6. The SUBSTITUTION explained by the Apostle PAUL ... 2 Cor. 5:21
"God make Him who had no sin to become sin for us so that in Him
we might become the righteousness of God."
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Jesus Himself said (John 14:6) ...
"I am the Way, the Truth and the Life
No one comes to the Father except through me."

In other words: 'I am the Key Piece of the Father's Breath-Takingly
Strategic Plan for Man; I will take your place and your penalty!'

The Apostle John would be the one privileged to write these words:
"He came to that which was His Own, but His Own did not receive Him.
Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His Name,
He gave the right to become Children of God." (John 1:11-12)

And by those newly born 'Children of God,' the final element of
God's Breath-Takingly Strategic Plan for Man is experienced
as the Heaven-Sent Spirit of God enters into their hearts.
So, here is our Seventh and Final Key Element of the morning ...
7. The RESTORATION achieved by the SPIRIT - Galatians 4:6
"God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
the Spirit who cries out 'Abba, Father'."
And there is it ... You and I are the culmination of God's centuries long
breath-takingly strategic plan ... Fallen, sinful human beings have been
re-introduced to Fellowship with Abba!
If you haven't already, I invite you, I urge you, to put your faith and trust
in Jesus Christ as your Savior from the penalty of sin and receive
new birth into the Family of God ...
Begin the process of truly 'Knowing God' ... 'Apprehending Abba' ...
which Jesus said is the very essence of 'Eternal Life.'
For all of us who have already begun that process, let's take to heart
the powerful affirmation expressed in today's final thot ...
Final Thot ...

"My Abba is Strategic ... Breath-Takingly Strategic."
I will wrap my MIND and my HEART around
His Centuries-Long PLAN for Me.
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS TACTICAL ... Brilliantly Tactical"
(Galatians 4:4-5; John 12:31-32)

Intro ... Last week in our continuing quest to ‘Apprehend Abba’ we
imagined just what Jesus covered as he accompanied those two
discouraged followers of his along that seven-mile journey to Emmaus.

The Gospel of Luke tells us that he ‘Opened the Scriptures’ to them –
talked them from Genesis to Malachi – and showed them how He,
the Christ and his suffering, was found on nearly every page.
He revealed to them both the breadth and the depth of the Plan of God.
Their testimony was that their hearts were ‘burning within them’ as
he spoke. They were stunned at the immensity and the intensity of
God’s Workings through time.
We did our best last week to identify some of the critical elements that
Jesus would have included in such an Old Testament Survey.
Jesus had all afternoon ... we had but a few minutes.
However, our take away was that ‘Our Abba is Breath-Takingly
Strategic.’ His Plans and His Implementation of those Plans can literally
‘take your breath away’ when you contemplate them in their entirety.
Today’s insight concerning our ‘Awesome Abba’ narrows the spotlight,
as it were, to focus upon just one of those awesome events in the
Centuries-Long Plan of God.

The ‘Event’ is recorded in Galatians 4:4-5 and it demonstrates an
incredible additional insight concerning the Person and Workings
of our Abba Father.
An additional Scripture, John 12:31-32, reveals to us that Jesus himself
‘Apprehended His Abba’ just as I will seek to present Him today.
Here then are ...
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TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURES ...
“But when the time had FULLY come, God (Abba) sent forth His
SON, born of a WOMAN, born under LAW,
to REDEEM those under law, that we might receive
the full rights of SONS!”
(Galatians 4:4-5)
(Here we see our ‘Abba Father’ taking one particular and crucial step
in the process of achieving His Over-All Purpose – returning fallen man
to Fellowship with Himself. Timing was critical.)

* * * * * * * *
“Now is the TIME for judgement upon this WORLD ...
When I am LIFTED up ... I will DRAW all men to myself.”
(John 12:31-32)
(And here we see our Savior Himself acknowledging that ‘timing’
plays a critical role in the accomplishment of the Plan of God.)

Those verses reveal two brilliantly tactical moves on the part of
our Abba Father and lead to Today’s Key Concept ...
TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT ...

“Our Abba Father is TACTICAL ... Brilliantly Tactical.”
His ACTIONS are never a second too soon or a second too late.
They are always right on TIME and perfectly EXECUTED.
Now to make sure that last Sunday’s message and this
Sunday’s message stay coordinated in our minds,
consider with me the interplay between
‘Strategy’ and ‘Tactics.”
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TODAY’S KEY DEFINITIONS ...
(Using a Warfare Analogy)

STRATEGY: The way one PLANS to ‘Win the War’ and
to achieve the desired OUTCOME.
STRATEGIC: Identifying the various BATTLES that must be fought
in order to ‘Win the War’ and achieve that desired OUTCOME.
TACTICS: The specific METHODS by which some particular battle
will be FOUGHT and (hopefully) WON
TACTICAL: The ABILITY to make decisions and take ACTIONS that
will enable those ‘Methods’ to be executed SUCCESSFULLY.

ANALYZING THE BIRTH OF JESUS FROM A TACTICAL PERSPECTIVE ...

* THE PARTICULAR CHRISTMAS BATTLE IDENTIFIED ...
“GETTING the Eternal Son of God into the HUMAN RACE”
No mere human being could ever become mankind’s savior –
The Prophet Isaiah pointed out long years ago that ...
“We all like Sheep have gone astray”
(Isaiah 53:6)
In later years, the Apostle Paul would testify that ...
“All have sinned and have fallen short ...”
(Romans 3:23)
A sinner cannot become a Savior for sinners!
A Savior must be a sinless one – a Holy One.
The Sinless Son of God offered himself for the task.
If He could somehow become a man, he could take man’s sin
upon himself as a substitute for man. Abba’s Lavish Love for man
would desire it. Abba’s Strategy to restore man would embrace it ...
But how to do it?

That’s where Abba’s Tactical Brilliance comes into play.
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Consider with me now ...

* THE PARTICULAR CHALLENGES PRESENTED
(In getting the Eternal Son of God into the Human Race)

1. Need an appropriate Set of PARENTS
Can’t be legitimately human let alone survive in a fallen, human world without
human parents. Must be willing and able to not only embrace the concept
and also to take on the task of rearing the Son of God.

2. Need a way for him to become SINLESSLY Human
Every human being is born in sin – the Psalmist David even wrote
“In sin, did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5)
So how can the sinless Son of God enter into the human race without entering
into a sinful condition himself? How can he truly become ‘human’ but not
become ‘fallen’? There’s a genuine challenge.

3. Need Him to be Born in BETHLEHEM (Micah 5:2)
But what if there are no suitable ‘parents’ found for him in Bethlehem?
What if the ones who would be the perfect parents lived far from
Bethlehem ... What mother-to-be would want to give birth far
from home and the help of her family?

4. Need it to be at the right TIME – when the CONDITIONS
on earth are just RIGHT
Wouldn’t do any good at all if the insertion of the Son of God into the
human race happened at the wrong time. Surely the right timing
would be crucial. But what would that ‘right time’ look like?

5. Need it to be sufficiently RECOGNIZED and RECORDED
There needed to be sufficient ‘fanfare’ to attract the world’s attention.
This Son of God would need to be acknowledged – His parents would
probably be the first who would have to be impressed.
They would need to be sustained by some undeniable things
if they were to carry out their part.
Those ‘things’ would need to be remembered and
eventually recorded lest they be forgotten.
Abba will only get one shot at this!
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So ... Impressed with the list?

Would you say that a real ‘Tactician’ – in fact, nothing less than
a ‘Brilliant Tactician’ would be needed to win this battle?
So, as we continue to ‘Analyze the Birth of Jesus from a Tactical
Perspective,’ let’s see ...
* THOSE PARTICULAR CHALLENGES TACTICALLY ADDRESSED
1. MARY and JOSEPH were perfectly suited for the task
They were Jews committed to God and to One Another
Mary was a virgin – Joseph was an open-minded man.
There simply could not have been a more perfect couple nor a more perfect
mother for the Son of God. Mary’s ‘Magnificat’ recorded in Luke chapter one
rivals anything that the Palmist David wrote.
She was the perfect choice of a brilliant tactician.
Her entire self was given to God for His Use!
And on the other hand, there possibly has never been a man more open
to the will and the ways of God than Joseph. His mind and heart were willing
to embrace things that were absolutely unprecedented – things that would,
no doubt, cause him much personal suffering.
But there he was ... committed and ready.
The perfect choice of a brilliant tactician.
The need for an appropriate set of parents was met!

And now with regard to the challenge of getting the eternal Son of God
into the Human Race without sacrificing his sinlessness ...
2. A Holy Spirit-Enabled CONCEPTION was the tactical solution.
Jesus was born fully HUMAN yet perfectly SINLESS
The angel, Gabriel, explained to Mary (Luke 1:35) ...
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you and
the Power of the Most-High will overshadow you.
Therefore ... the Holy One to be born will be called ‘The Son of God.’
Mary would conceive like no other woman before or since has conceived ...
Her child would be both human and holy!
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Now since the perfect parents were not found in Bethlehem but
rather some 90 miles north in Nazareth and since under normal
circumstances a soon-to-be mother would not even consider such
a trip, some major reason would have to be found for them to make
such a decision.
Turns out that part of Joseph being the perfect choice was
the fact that ...
3. Bethlehem was JOSEPH’S family connection and Rome’s decision
to take a CENSUS during the latter stages of Mary’s pregnancy
required them to travel there.
And so, they would wind up having Jesus born exactly where the prophets of old
said that he would be ... Joseph turned out to be brilliantly chosen and, no doubt,
Abba, our brilliant tactician, had something to do with the Roman Governor
deciding at just the right moment to have everyone return to their family home
to register for the census. This battle was being won by a tactical genius!

Now, of course, there was the over-all ‘Timing Thing’ ...
The time had to be just right ... not a second early nor a second late.
The verse we read earlier testifies that ...
“When the time was fully (perfectly) come,
God (Abba) sent forth His Son ...”

Many hours of research by the best of Bible Scholars have gone into
identifying all the reasons that ‘The Time was particularly right’
for God to send His Son when He did, but for today,
let’s let these suffice ...
4. The entire Mediterranean World was under Roman Jurisdiction
PEACE prevailed – the GREEK language was widely SPOKEN The GOSPEL would be able to spread easily.
Though the Jews, by and large, hated the Romans and though attempts had been
made at times by the Jews to over-throw their Roman Oppressors and re-establish
an independent nation once again and though the common belief was that the
Messiah would, in fact, accomplish just such an overthrow when He came,
the truth is that the Dominance of Rome in the First Century World was
critical to the spread of Gospel.
It was definitely at the precisely right time that God sent forth His Son!
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One last thing our Brilliant Tactician had to take into account.
The ‘Fanfare’ ... the ‘Undeniable Things’ ... the ‘Unforgettable Things’
that would sustain Mary and Joseph and eventually thrill Jesus
with the stories of His Birth.
Once again, our Brilliant Tactician did not overlook or disappoint for ...
5. The BIRTH of Jesus was ANNOUNCED by angels – Sought out by the
Wise Men following the STAR - Tragically linked to the SLAUGHTER
by Herod – Treasured forever in the HEART of MARY.
The events surrounding the Birth of Jesus Christ could never be and have never
been forgotten. The heavens exploded with sight and sound. A unique celestial
event brought impressive visitors from the East. King Herod, in fear that a threat
to his throne had been born, ordered the mass murder of all infants in Bethlehem
and the surrounding area – a decision (to borrow a quote from President Roosevelt)
that has ‘lived in infamy’ ever since.
And, of course, we have the magnificent Mary treasuring all these things.
It was, no doubt, Mary herself who provided the unique information about all
these things that is found only in Luke’s ‘carefully investigated’ Gospel.
And let me say, perhaps somewhat tongue in cheek, that our Heavenly Abba
has even permitted the unbelieving world to attach itself to this Christmas
Event in such a way that it will never be set aside or forgotten.
Even in all the materialistic, fanciful Christmas hullabaloo ... the original story
remains ... ready to be told in its awesomeness, year after year.

So then, as we conclude ... Could any Battle in the Over-All War for the
Souls of men been fought and won any more impressively than the one
we have examined this morning? Could anything be more brilliantly
worked out than the ‘Getting of the Son of God into the Human Race’?
All that remains is the ‘Application’ contained in Today’s ...
Final Thot ...

“My Abba is Tactical ... Brilliantly Tactical.”
Everything He DOES is perfectly timed and flawlessly executed.
I can rest myself in His OPERATIONS in my Life.
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS FORGIVING... Wonderfully Forgiving"
(Luke 23:34; Isaiah 1:18; Mark 2:1-12; John 8:11)

Intro ... Every time the calendar turns the page to a new year, many
(if not almost all) are given to review and reflection – it's a time when
frequently the missteps of the year gone by rise up to torment us
with accusation and guilt and perhaps even shame.

Who of us cannot think of moments that we would like back – moments
for which we would like a ‘do over’ or for our Heavenly Father to hand us
some sort of cosmic eraser?
Those are moments where we know we truly fell short in our Christian
Life – moments that we know grieved Father, Son and Spirit.
Those were the moments and now are the memories that must be dealt
with before a New Year begins ... They must be dealt with because they
can be heavy baggage to take into a New Year with us. They can weigh
us down and discourage us from pressing on. They can open our ears
to the accusing voice of the Enemy of our Souls and make that voice
believable. Remorse, regret, and ultimately even resignation from
the battle can result from such Year-End Reflection.
Now this process leads many (if not almost all) to formulate some New
Year’s Resolutions ... to resolve in one situation or another to “Never do
that again” – to make up for our bad behavior in the past by ‘resolving
ourselves’ into much better behavior in the future.
Now we know from years of experience that most of those ‘Resolutions’
seeking to ‘Resolve the Problem’ don’t make it to the first of February.
The solution to this Year-End malaise is not Resolution but Recognition!
We need to ‘Recognize’ a wonderful reality made possible in our life by
our Abba Father ...
We need to capture that reality and experience the wonder of it
whenever we walk from one year to the next - from any chapter in our
life to the next.
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So, for today let us ‘Apprehend’ the liberating truth of ...
TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT ...

“Our Abba Father is FORGIVING ... Wonderfully Forgiving.”
-His FORGIVENESS is an incredibly WONDERFUL thing –
Jesus knew that well ... He communicated that regularly ...
He called upon it even when we would least expect him to do so.
He knew that His Abba Father possessed a Wonderfully Forgiving Heart.
He called upon it, as I said, in a time when we would least expect it.
We find the moment recorded in ...
TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE ... Luke 23:34

“Father, FORGIVE them
for they do not know what they are doing.”
The ‘Them’ in this verse were, of course, the Roman Executioners who
were at that very moment in the process of nailing Jesus to the cross.
Which of them would not be haunted for the rest of their life by the
realization that they had participated in the Death of the Son of God!
The grizzled Centurion overseeing them on that day did himself later
confess that that was exactly whom this man they crucified that day
was. The empty tomb three days later affirmed his statement ...
How does one live with the guilt of that?
How could anyone ever be forgiven for that?
How could anyone so abused ever forgive someone for doing that?
Well, Jesus knew someone who could and would.
His Abba Father could and would so forgive.
His Abba Father possessed a heart of forgiveness and so
Jesus requested forgiveness for them from Him.
Oh, what a forgiving heart must our Abba Father have for Him
to forgive even this cruel and hateful treatment?
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How many of us as parents would say:
“I can forgive anyone for anything that they might do to me
but mistreating my child is another matter altogether.”
Jesus knew that His Heavenly Abba’s heart reached even to those
heavy-handed, hard-hearted Roman soldiers. Jesus, of course, was
demonstrating that very same trait as he made his appeal –
like Father, like Son.
Like Jesus said ...
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”
(John 14:9)

So, I want us to think a bit about just how wonderful (to say nothing
of how necessary) our Abba’s Forgiveness really is.
Consider with me ...
THREE MOST WONDERFUL ASPECTS OF ABBA’S FORGIVENESS ...
1. ABBA’S FORGIVENESS IS WONDERFULLY CLEANSING
“Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow.”
(Isaiah 1:18)

Long years before the Son of God came to earth, Isaiah, one of Israel’s
greatest prophets, understood that the Almighty God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob was in the business of forgiving sin and removing
its ugly stain from man’s heart forever.
God can and does do this because He is much more than just a
Righteous God of Judgment, though the people of Isaiah’s day
were experiencing plenty of that!
Isaiah was looking forward to the day when the Forgiving Heart
of the Almighty would be able to be fully expressed ... when these
words he wrote would indeed be man’s experience.
The coming of the Son of God into the human race brought that day
into being ... Jesus came making complete forgiveness possible.
As we saw last week ... the incredible timing of God’s Plan to restore
man to fellowship involved the substitution of the perfect man,
Jesus Christ, for all sinful men ...
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Jesus would take upon himself all the judgment of a Righteous God
so that all men who would trust in Him might receive forgiveness
and cleansing from sin’s horrid stain.
Cleansed in the eyes of God they would become ...
Pure and spotless in His Sight they would be.
And so, on Calvary that day, Jesus (in anticipation of the work
He would do that day on that cross) cries out ...
“Father, forgive them.”
And do you not surely believe that some of those men about whom
those words were spoken were powerfully impacted by them?
How could they not be impacted by the realization that the Heavenly
Father of Jesus Christ was a forgiving God and that His Forgiveness
(if called upon) could cleanse them from the ugliness of their sin?
Surely some non-soldiers standing there were impacted by those words
as well ... How about Peter who denied His Master or the others who
fled and forsook their Master? How about any of us who find
ugly behavior in our own story?
Jesus Himself would say to you and through His Holy Spirit,
He does say to you ...
Your Abba Father is forgiving ... wonderfully forgiving ...
Confess your sins to Him and receive the wonderful cleansing
that His Forgiveness provides ...
Enter into the days ahead with the understanding
that in your ‘Abba’s eyes’ you are ‘White as Snow.’
Indeed ... “Abba’s Forgiveness is wonderfully cleansing!”
How wondrous – how awesome - is that fact to ‘Apprehend.’
HERE NOW IS A SECOND MOST WONDERFUL ASPECT OF ABBA’S
FORGIVENESS ...
2. ABBA’S FORGIVENESS IS WONDERFULLY HEALING
“Son, your sins are forgiven – take up your mat and go home.”
(Mark 2:1-12)
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These words were spoken by Jesus to the paralyzed man who had
been lowered by his friends right into Jesus’ presence. He was in a
horrible physical condition. Everyone could see that.
He was in an even more horrible spiritual shape – Jesus could see that.
Sin can absolutely paralyze a person ... even a follower of Jesus.
Sin can put us in that terrible place that is often called:
“Paralysis by Analysis.”
Too much reflection can lead to the Paralysis called ‘Self-Incrimination.’
“I’m no good and I’ll never be good.”
Too much reflection can lead to the Paralysis called ‘Fear of Failure.’
“I just can’t handle messing up again.”
Too much reflection can lead to the Paralysis called ‘Self-Doubt’
“My Heavenly Father must be absolutely disgusted with me.”
To any such ‘Born-Again Paralytics’ he comes across,
Jesus, through His Holy Spirit, would say ...
Your Abba Father is forgiving ... wonderfully forgiving ...
Confess your sins to Him and receive the wonderful healing
that His Forgiveness provides ...
Walk into the days ahead of you with the understanding
that in your ‘Abba’s Eyes’ you are ‘Good to Go.’
HERE NOW IS THE THIRD AND FINAL MOST WONDERFUL ASPECT OF
ABBA’S FORGIVENESS WE WILL DISCUSS THIS MORNING ...
3. ABBA’S FORGIVENESS IS WONDERFULLY ENERGIZING
“Neither do I condemn you ... Go now and leave your life of sin.”
(John 8:11)

Those words were spoken to the ‘Adulterous Woman’ who was brought
before Jesus ... It’s recorded in the eighth chapter of the Gospel of John.
It’s a questionable passage because it’s not found in the very oldest
manuscripts available though it’s found in thousands of later ones.
However, it has retained its validity through all these years because
everything it communicates is consistent with the character of Christ
as seen elsewhere in the Scriptures.
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Indeed, this is exactly the way that we would expect Jesus to handle
a situation like this and very likely he did once handle this very one
even though John perhaps did not originally record it.
Here’s the point ... This was a woman who had fallen into desperate
straits ... She was (to use Jesus’ words) living a ‘life of sin.’

She was involved with another woman’s husband ...
She was participating in the destruction of a God-Ordained marriage.
She, by the societal standards God gave to Moses, deserved to die.
Tossed before Jesus by the hard-hearted Jewish leaders, she most
likely despaired of life and lacked the energy to even lift her head
to look at him.
How absolutely transformational were Jesus’ actions!
He shamed her accusers into leaving and then he completely
‘Re-energized Her’ with these incredible and most unexpected words ...
“Neither do I condemn you ...
Go now and leave your life of sin.”

In other words ...

“You are not trapped in the life you are living.
There is an entirely different life that you could be living.
Now go start living it!”

To any believer today who might feel trapped and exhausted in a less
than godly circumstance, Jesus, through His Holy Spirit, would say ...

Your Abba Father is forgiving ... wonderfully forgiving ...
Confess your sins to Him and become wonderfully re-energized
as you experience the forgiveness He provides ...
Enter into the days before you with the understanding
that in your ‘Abba’s Eyes’ you are ’renewed and aglow.’
Here then is today's ‘Final Thot’ ...
Final Thot ...
“My Abba is Forgiving ... Wonderfully Forgiving.”
I step away from my past CLEANSED, HEALED and ENERGIZED.
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS PURPOSEFUL ... Mysteriously Purposeful"
(Ephesians 1:9,11; Ephesians 5:32; Colossians 1:27; Hebrews 10: 5-7)

Intro ... Last Sunday, I believe we genuinely thrilled ourselves with the
recognition that “Our Abba is Forgiving – Wonderfully Forgiving.”
Our Heavenly Abba would always have us enter the days that lie before
us with none of the ‘baggage of the past’ weighing us down.
We saw last week (and hopefully truly ‘apprehended’) that Abba’s
Forgiveness is Cleansing and Healing and Energizing.
How awesome it would be to have all three of those ‘effects’
fully implemented every day of our lives!
What good news I have to share this morning on this first day of
yet another week!
What a wonderful truth we have the opportunity to
‘Apprehend’ today.
It’s expressed in ...
TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT ...

“Our Abba Father is PURPOSEFUL ... Mysteriously Purposeful.”
- His PLANS for man are never OBVIOUS The first thing that we must ‘capture’ – that we must ‘take possession
of’ is the fact that our Abba is ‘Purposeful’ ... He is not some mere
bystander in the ongoing process. He is not a Creator who has
worked His Work and who is just ‘watching it play itself out.’
He is not (as it were) an ‘absentee Dad.’
The Heavenly Father has a plan for man ... His Plan has existed from
before the beginning of time ... And yet His Plan is not obvious to man ...
there’s always been an element of ‘Mystery’ about it.
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No man has ever been able to Guess or simply Figure Out the Plan and
Purposes of God ... That’s why Jesus was so poorly received and why
many Christians can be so easily deceived.
Abba’s Plans have always been Mysterious – never obvious.
However, I want you to be absolutely sure that those plans do, in fact,
exist and they exist in the mind of God and in the minds and hearts
of those to whom He has chosen to reveal them.
Say to yourself ...
“My life is neither meaningless or purposeless.”
Then say this ...
“I want to wrap my mind around as much of His Plan for me
as He chooses to reveal to me.”
TODAYS KEY REALITIES ...
Today’s First Key Reality ...
* ALL BORN-AGAIN CHILDREN OF GOD ARE CAUGHT UP
IN THEIR HEAVENLY ABBA’S PLAN.

“In him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the PLAN of him who works out everything
in conformity with the PURPOSE of his will ... “
(Ephesians 1:11)
Now that is an incredibly encouraging and comforting reality.
All of us who have been spiritually born into the Family of God through
faith in Jesus Christ are involved in the outworking of the plans
and purposes of our Abba Father.
Through the faith that comes from our new birth, we can know
that we are part of what Abba is doing in this world.
Our Salvation itself has been and is part of
His Plan and Purpose.
Our lives matter because our Heavenly Abba Himself has chosen to
‘make them matter’ according to His great and glorious purposes.
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Today’s Second Key Reality ...
* JESUS WAS AS CAUGHT UP AS ALL THE REST OF
ABBA’S CHILDREN.

“Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:
‘Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a BODY you prepared
for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. ‘
Then I said, `Here I am — it is written about me in the scroll —
I have COME to do your WILL, O God.’”
(Hebrews 10:5-7)
Now, of course, far more of the plan was revealed to Jesus than to any
of his contemporaries – though much of the plan had been ‘hinted at’
in the Old Testament Scriptures ...
Jesus, no doubt, poured over those Scriptures during the long years
of preparation for his public ministry. Remember how he ‘opened
the Scriptures’ that Easter Afternoon to the two who were
walking dejectedly home to Emmaus?
The point is that Jesus (as our example) knew that His Life was ‘caught up’
in the wonderful yet mysterious purposes of His Abba Father.
He surrendered himself to those purposes.
Through Him three long-hidden mysteries of God came to light.
These were (and still are) things that could not be just ‘figured out.’

THREE LONG-HIDDEN MYSTERIES ...
1. WHO WOULD HAVE EVER IMAGINED THAT THE SOVEREIGN
OF ALL WOULD BECOME THE SACRIFICE FOR ALL?

“And he made known to us the MYSTERY of his will according
to His good pleasure, which he PURPOSED in Christ ...”
(Ephesians 1:9)
Who indeed would have ever conceived of such a thing?
When Abraham answered his son Isaac’s questioning plea “Where is the lamb?”
with the confident assertion ‘God will provide,’ Abraham would have never
imagined that the Almighty Heavenly Father would one day provide his own
Beloved Son for that purpose. Christ on the Cross revealed the answer to a mystery
that hung in the air through all the centuries of Old Testament History.
Many in Jesus day still did not consider the ‘Mystery’ to be solved.
However, for us today, this mystery has been solved, hasn’t it?
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Consider now the Second of these Three Long-Hidden Mysteries ...
2. WHO WOULD HAVE EVER IMAGINED THAT FALLEN
SINNERS (THAT WE EVEN) COULD BECOME GLORIOUS?

“God has chosen to make known ... the glorious riches of
this MYSTERY which is Christ in you, the hope of GLORY.”
(Colossians 1:27)
Could translate that last phrase as ‘The hope of you becoming glorious!’
This is a heavenly glory that is first experienced right here on earth.
Sad to say that is still a mystery to many believer’s and even sadder to say,
it’s still a mystery to the friends of those believers.
Abba’s Purpose is that those who receive new life through faith
in His Son become ‘like His Son’ and that all who encounter those
born-again ones encounter some of His Son’s glorious nature.
That’s our Abba Father’s plan.

Consider now the Third of these Three Long-Hidden Mysteries ...
3. WHO WOULD HAVE EVER IMAGINED THAT THE NATION
OF ISRAEL WOULD GIVE WAY TO CHRIST’S CHURCH?
“This is a profound MYSTERY– but I am talking about
Christ and the CHURCH.”
(Ephesians 5:32)
The Church of Jesus Christ is the ‘On-Earth Identity’ of Abba’s Eternal Family.
No Jewish connection is necessary – simply Holy Spirit generated New Birth.
The Jews of Jesus’ day didn’t see that coming and most of them didn’t receive it
when it did come. But those who did passed it on to us.
We are among the most blessed on earth to be part of Christ’s Church!
It’s our Abba’s Father’s Plan.

Final Thot ...
“My Abba is Purposeful ... Mysteriously Purposeful”
I will enter each new day CONFIDENT that my LIFE has PURPOSE!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS WISE ... Profoundly Wise"
(Psalm 104:32; Romans 11:33; Luke 10:21; Colossians 2:3; John 21:17)

Intro ... Today we continue in our efforts to ‘Apprehend Abba’ ...
“To capture the concept and the reality of an intimate,
child-like relationship with our Abba Father in Heaven”
In a word ... We are seeking to truly ‘Know God’ which Jesus said
was the clearest and simplest definition of “Eternal Life.” (John 17:3)
So far, we have ‘Apprehended’ eight such ‘Abba Insights.’
Today’s Key Concept reveals the ninth target for capture ...
TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT ...

“Our Abba Father is WISE ... Profoundly Wise.”
-His WISDOM astonishes all who ENCOUNTER it –
* * * * * * * *
And has that not always been the case?
* The Psalmist David was astonished – Psalm 104:24
“How many are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom YOU made them all.”

* The Apostle Paul was astonished as well – Romans 11:33
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the Wisdom and the
Knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His Judgments
and His Ways past finding (figuring) out!”

* Jesus was profoundly impressed ... Luke 10: 21
“I praise you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the (so-called) wise and learned
and have revealed them to little children.”

* Jesus himself, of course, possessed it ... Colossians 2:3
“In him (Jesus) were hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Time for ...
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TODAY’S KEY DEFINITIONS ...
KNOWLEDGE: INFORMATION about LIFE
WISDOM: KNOWLEDGE effectively applied to LIFE
PROFOUNDLY: Almost beyond COMPREHENSION
In a word: It’s almost beyond comprehension the WISE
way our Abba Father APPLIES His Knowledge to our LIVES.

TODAY’S KEY EXAMPLE ...
(And here we see the Son exhibiting the Father’s nature)

“THE RISEN LORD AND THE APOSTLE PETER”
“Lord, you KNOW all things; you KNOW I love you.”
Jesus said: “FEED my SHEEP.”
(John 21:17)

That conversation took place some days after Christ’s Resurrection
when Jesus surprised seven of his disciples one morning in Galilee.
Three times (to Peter’s chagrin) Jesus asked “Do you love me” ...
Two times Peter simply replied, “Lord, I love you” but after the
third time, Peter expanded his answer to include the words,
“Lord, you know all things. You know I love you.”
That indeed qualifies as a profound encounter ...
Jesus was addressing the disciple who had denied him ...
The one whose knowledge of himself was so lacking.
Peter, at this point, would have placed himself at the bottom
of the pecking order.
He had acted cowardly;
He had completely caved under pressure.
He knew he loved the Lord, but he also knew how unreliable he was.
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Jesus knew that Peter loved him.
Jesus also knew that Peter was now ready to be used by him.
Jesus knew that Peter now knew how dependent upon
strength beyond his own he was.
Jesus was demonstrating the very kind of wisdom that characterizes
his Heavenly Abba ... the wisdom that almost goes beyond one’s ability
to comprehend ... The wisdom that enabled him to apply a knowledge
that went far beyond what Peter himself knew.
Jesus knew that ONE was coming who would add the necessary
strength to Peter – ONE who would transform Peter into a new man,
filled with new courage and capabilities. That ONE, of course, was the
Holy Spirit, Pneuma Himself.
In a display of profound wisdom, Jesus assigned to Peter a pivotal role
in the Building of the Church. Not to be the First Pope, but to be a
powerful presence in those early days.
Peter would be one of the first to understand that some of
Christ’s Sheep would be Gentiles.
Peter would be one of the first to understand that Gentiles did not need
to convert to Judaism in order to be saved – that Gentiles did not need
to submit themselves to all the Old Testament Regulations.
Peter would become the Lord’s primary spokesman on the Day of
Pentecost and later at the critical Jerusalem Council. Peter would
become a voice that other leaders heeded – a true elder of
Christ’s Church.
Out of that critical encounter between the Risen Lord Jesus and Peter,
I would draw these Three Observations concerning the way our
profoundly wise God operates.
1. The Acquisition of KNOWLEDGE precedes the Application of WISDOM.

“Lord, you know I love you” - John 21:17
It was almost as though Peter were saying ...
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“Lord, whatever you are about to say to me or tell me to do,
let it be based upon the true knowledge of me that only you possess.
Apply your wise counsel to me according to your knowledge of me.”

Perhaps Peter was remembering that Jesus had already told all of them
that that is how Abba Himself does things.
In the early days of his ministry, during one early ministry launching
moment on the mountainside when he delivered the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus had said with regard to the necessities of life (and I
paraphrase just a bit) ...
“Your heavenly Father knows what you need”
(Matthew 6:32)

The clearly implied follow-up was:
“And according to His Great Wisdom,
Your needs will be met.”
Our Abba’s profoundly applied wisdom in our lives is preceded and
based upon the absolutely complete knowledge He has of our lives.
Observation Two:

2. The APPLICATION of Wisdom establishes DIRECTION
“Feed my Sheep” – John 21:17
Jesus knew Peter thoroughly ... He always had. He had known Peter’s
weaknesses before Peter had experienced them ... He knew Peter’s heart
at that very moment ... He still knew Peter better than Peter knew
himself. He also knew what would happen to Peter when the
Holy Spirit came upon him and began to ‘companion’ him.
That full and complete knowledge brought forth from Jesus some
wise counsel – some profoundly wise use of Peter as a human resource.
The application of wisdom to Peter’s life established a new direction
for Peter’s life.
Again, it’s like Jesus was saying:
‘Peter, here’s how my Father and I, with the Holy Spirit’s personal
involvement, have applied our wisdom to you. We want you to
invest yourself in the Feeding – the tending – of My Sheep.’
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You don’t have to read very far into the Book of Acts before
you find yourself saying: “What a wise choice!”
Here’s now the third and final observation I would share with you
this morning ... It’s an observation that required the passing of time
for its formulation.
It arises from the pen of the “Flock-Feeding Shepherd” himself ...
the now thirty-year older Apostle Peter.
3. Wisdom-Generated Direction produces CERTAINTY and STABILITY.
“Be shepherds of Gods Flock ... ” - 1 Peter 5:2

As I said, these words found in Peter’s first General Epistle were written
some 30 years after Jesus wisely assigned the Shepherd task to him.
The church has now grown and spread throughout the Mediterranean
World. There are now numerous congregations and pastors and elders
within each of them. Peter urges those he called his ‘Fellow Elders’ to ...
“Be shepherds of God’s flock which is under your care,
serving (them) as overseers ...”
Thirty years had passed and Peter was still on the job ...
“Feeding the Lord’s Sheep”
“Seeing himself as merely one among many”
He was Certain of his calling and Stable as ‘The Rock’ Jesus had said
he would one day be. (Matthew 16:18)
Indeed, Wisdom-Generated Direction provides Certainty and Stability.
It certainly did for the Apostle Peter!
It can certainly do so for us as well.
Final Thot ...

“My Abba is Wise ... Profoundly Wise”
He will APPLY His Knowledge of me in profoundly wise WAYS.
Nothing He KNOWS about me will be WASTED!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS PROTECTIVE ... Powerfully Protective"
(John 17:11,14; John 8:44; John 10:10; James 4:7; Matthew 23; John 14:16)

Intro ... Would you open your Bibles to John chapter 17 – the most
intimate conversation between Jesus and His Heavenly Abba ever
recorded. It’s in this popularly called “High Priestly Prayer’ that Jesus
revealed the definition of Eternal Life that we have been working with
for the past nine weeks – verse three:
“Now this is Eternal Life – that they may know YOU,
the only true God and Jesus Christ whom YOU have sent.”
Eternal Life – True Christian Life – satisfying, fulfilling Life – Life (as we
have said before) that has the scent of Heaven upon it – is experienced
as God’s Born-Again Children come to truly ‘know him’ Jesus says.
That was Jesus’ personal testimony ... He, as a human being,
had come to truly ‘KNOW GOD’ ... His Heavenly Abba.
That prayer statement of His in verse three tells us that such life-giving
knowledge is possible for every single person who has been spiritually
born into the family of God through faith in Jesus Christ.
And so, that’s we what we are seeking to do ... we are seeking to come
to ‘Know God’ truly and accurately and most importantly personally.
To use the title of this series of messages: we are seeking to
‘Apprehend Abba’ even as Jesus did ...
“To capture the concept and the reality of an intimate,
child-like relationship with our Abba Father in Heaven”
That, my friends, as we together are discovering is no small task
for after all we are dealing with an Infinite Being – a Being whose
revealed Attributes have been given most impressive theological
designations like Omnipotence and Omnipresence and
Omniscience the study of which have filled whole
sections of theological libraries.
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One could easily get the impression that such study is only for those who
are incredibly knowledgeable about theological things and yet Jesus
once said that the Kingdom of God is wide-open and the life of the
Kingdom of God is even most perfectly suited for one who would
approach it with the mindset (and the heart) of a child ... not a professor.
And so, with that encouragement and with the understanding that the
Heavenly Father has sent to His Children a ‘Companion’ (the Holy Spirit,
Pneuma) whom Jesus said would “Guide them into all truth” ...
We have begun and continue this endeavor.
So far, we have discovered and hopefully begun to experience the daily
reality of nine wonderful aspects of our Heavenly Abba’s nature.
Today’s discovery grows out of ...
TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE ... John 17:11

“Holy Father, PROTECT them ...”
That short little prayer request of Jesus for his disciples raises
THREE KEY QUESTIONS.
1. FROM WHAT DID JESUS’ DISCIPLES NEED TO BE PROTECTED?
Jesus would not pray for his disciples’ protection unless there were
some real dangers that he knew could harm them – dangers from
which the Father’s intervention could save them.
In this great prayer Jesus identified two.
The first is identified in verse eleven:
* The Evil ONE ...
“Holy Father, protect them from the evil one.”
(John 17:11)
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Here Jesus is referring to the Devil or Satan - Lucifer, the fallen
Arch-Angel – the leader of the heavenly rebellion that took place long
before man was created on the earth. He is the one for whom God has
prepared the Lake of Fire into which he will one day be cast. This is the
one who deceived Eve in the Garden and led both Adam and Eve into
sin. Jesus asked His Heavenly Father to protect his beloved disciples
(and you and me as well) from this Evil One.
The second great danger from which the Disciples would need the
Father’s Protection is identified in verse fourteen:
* The Fallen WORLD ...
“They are not of the world any more than I am of the world.”
(John 17:14)
Here Jesus is referred to that ‘world’ of ideas and attitudes that
characterize fallen men and woman.
Those worldly ideas and attitudes I once summarized with
these three terms:
“Personalism: ‘I am all that matters’ ...
“Materialism: ‘Stuff is all that matters’ and
‘Temporalism: ‘This moment is all that matters.’
There is no room in the mind of a worldly person for the thought:
‘God is all that matters.’
Surely, I don’t need to point out how pervasive worldly thinking is.
And since ‘They’ ... Jesus’ Disciples and ‘We’ ... His disciples today ...
are not ‘of the world’ any more than Jesus was ‘of the world,'
those worldly ideas and the society that those ideas create
can become most problematic.
Getting caught up in worldly thinking has derailed many a Christian
over the years. Perhaps some in this room are caught up in it right now.
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So those are the two things that Jesus identified in His High Priestly
Prayer as ‘Things from which His Disciples needed the Father’s
Protection’ ... The Evil One and The Fallen World.
Here now is the Second Key Question that arises from this
Prayer Request of Jesus:
2. WHY DID JESUS’ DISCIPLES NEED TO BE PROTECTED?
Here’s the answer that Jesus gave on an earlier day.
His Disciples needed to the Father’s Protection from the
Evil One because:
* The Evil One comes to deceive and DESTROY
“There is no truth in him ... He comes to destroy.”
(John 8:44 and John 10:10)

Lucifer, the Bible tells us, deceived one third of the angels in heaven
before the world was even created. Then he deceived Adam and Eve
and led them into an act of sinful rebellion that mirrored his own.
He lied to them about the benefit of disobeying God – He destroyed
the wonderful perfect fellowship that they had enjoyed with God.
One of Jesus’ own disciples who heard him pray that prayer that night,
Peter, would later write these words (1 Peter 5:8) ...
“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”

Protection from the lies and the advances of the Devil is critical
for all of God’s still earth-based Children because he comes to
deceive and destroy. Question Part One answered.
Now how about Question Part Two?
Why did Jesus’ Disciples need to be protected from the Fallen World?
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They needed to be protected from the Fallen World because:
* The Fallen World stands in opposition to God’s HOLINESS
“The world has hated them”
(John 17:14)

This is the way it has always been. The god of this world – Satan
himself – hates every born-again Child of God. Those who belong
to this world – those who embrace and pursue its values - do also.
That’s the reason way back in the beginning that Cain killed his
brother Abel ... because Abel’s sacrifice to God was acceptable
and Cain’s was not. (Story told in Genesis chapter four)
Cain, as one of the very first citizens of the fallen worldly system,
hated his brother for his righteous action.
Card-carrying members of this Fallen World’s System still do.
They hate every reminder of God’s Holy Standards.
They will seek to ‘kill’ ... professionally, economically, relationally,
and even physically ... everyone who holds up those Holy Standards.
We see examples of this all around us daily.
And now ... the most important of Today’s Three Key Questions ...
3. HOW WOULD JESUS’ DISCIPLES BE PROTECTED?
Indeed, what could they (what can we) rely upon for protection from the
damage that the Evil One and the Fallen World would do to all who
are Jesus’ disciples?
Our answer is found in ‘Apprehending’ something that Jesus knew
about his Abba Father ... Something that we need to be sure we know.
Jesus knew that ...
“OUR ABBA FATHER IS PROTECTIVE ... POWERFULLY PROTECTIVE.”
- Those who SUBMIT themselves to Him come UNDER His Protective Care 72

He knew that His Disciples could be completely protected from the
advances of Evil One and the influences of the Fallen World ...
* By The POWER of the Father’s NAME
“Holy Father”
(John 17:11)

This is the only time in the entire prayer, this is the only time in the
entire Gospel record where Jesus addressed his Heavenly Father
in this way.
Jesus is letting us know that there is protective power in the
Holiness of God for those who embrace it.
Perhaps that will be our next great insight to ‘Apprehend.’
“Holy Father,” he prays,
“protect them by the power of Your Name.”
The implication here is that there is powerful protection in
God’s Holy Name ...
Those who identify themselves with the Father (like Jesus did) will
experience the fullness of that protection.
Here’s how Jesus half-brother James put it ...
“Submit to God; (that is, put yourself under the protective power
of His Holy Name) resist the devil and he will flee.”
(James 4:7)

The devil can abide neither God’s Holiness nor those who have
surrendered themselves to it.
Willfully submitting ourselves to a Holy God is guaranteed to remove
Satan and his influence from our lives.
Now here’s something really interesting.
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Jesus Disciples were protected while Jesus was with them ...
* By the PRESENCE of JESUS Himself
“While I was with them, I protected them.”
(John 17:12)

Think of that time when Peter spoke some ‘devil influenced words’ ...
“Get behind me, Satan,” Jesus commanded.
(Matthew 16:23)

Think of the time when Jesus confronted the religious leaders ...
“Woe to you teachers of the law
and Pharisees, you hypocrites!”
(Matthew 23 ... 7 times)

Only Jesus’ own chosen twelve enjoyed that kind of personal
protection!

Jesus knew that the protection He provided was ending because
he was leaving to return to heaven, but he knew that protection
would continue to be needed, so, he arranged for it to continue
to be provided ...
* By The PERSON the Father sent to COMPANION them.
“I will ask the Father and He will send you another Companion.”
(John 14:16)
‘Another who will protect you on the Father’s Behalf
even as I have done.’

Final Thot ...
“My Abba is Protective ... Powerfully Protective.”
Neither the DEVIL nor the WORLD can destroy me
when I SUBMIT myself to Him!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS HOLY ... Wholly Holy"
(John 17:11; Psalm 22:3; Psalm 77:13; Psalm 29:2)

Intro ... Today we continue our efforts to ‘Apprehend’ ... that is,

“To capture the concept and the reality of an intimate,
child-like relationship with our Father in Heaven”
Jesus himself said that such a relationship is what ‘Eternal Life’
is all about ...‘Knowing God as He desires to be known.’
Now it should not surprise any of us that the prospect of getting
to truly ‘Know’ an Infinite Being is a daunting prospect indeed ...
As the popular song says: “Our God is an awesome God.”
His nature is expressed in almost innumerable ways.
Each one of those ‘ways’ unlocks another aspect of His Being
and provides us one more truth to ‘capture.’
Indeed, this effort to ‘Apprehend Him’ would not even be thinkable
if it were not for the twin facts that our Heavenly Abba has revealed
so much about himself in the Scripture and that He send his own
Eternal Son into this world to tell us firsthand what He is like.
And thus, the full title of this sermon series:
“Apprehending Abba through the eyes of His Son”
So far, we have identified and hopefully effectively ‘unlocked’
ten such aspects of our Heavenly Abba’s nature:
Our Heavenly Abba is:
Intensely Personal and Continually Available and Lavishly Loving and
Almost Infinitely Patient and Breath-Takingly Strategic and Brilliantly
Tactical and Wonderfully Forgiving and Mysteriously Purposeful and
Profoundly Wise and Powerfully Protective ...
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This is the Heavenly Father that Jesus knew and relied upon during
the days of his earthly sojourn ... This is the Heavenly Father that
all Born-Again Children of God can rely upon today.
These ten provide more than enough reason to say: ‘Our God is an
Awesome God’ but there is more ... much more!
The aspect of our Heavenly Abba’s Nature that we would seek to wrap
our minds and hearts around this morning is revealed in the very phrase
we identified in last week’s message.
As I mentioned last week, it is the only time recorded in the Scripture
where Jesus referred to His Heavenly Father in this way.
Here it is ...
TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE PHRASE ... John 17:11
“HOLY Father ...”

That word of address leads us to this phrasing of ...
TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT ...
“Our Abba is HOLY ... Wholly Holy.”

In that concept statement, we find two significant Homonyms: words
that sound alike but mean different things: Holy and Wholly.
Let’s define them:
‘HOLY’ (Hagios) ...
PURE ... Morally and Spiritually PERFECT
SET apart from SIN

That’s what Jesus was saying His Heavenly Abba was! Now it’s a
characteristic of the entire God Family: Abba, Jesus and Pneuma.
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Today we apply it to our growing understanding of Abba.
Now for the Homonym:
You wouldn’t know that I was using a different word unless you could
see it in addition to hearing it so here it is ...
‘WHOLLY’ ...
COMPLETELY – Entirely – FULLY – Absolutely

Put them together and we have ...
TODAY’S REALITY TO APPREHEND ...
“OUR ABBA IS COMPLETELY SET APART FROM SIN.”

That’s what Jesus was communicating by the use of that single word.
We could amplify his prayer request in John 17:11 this way ...
“Holy Father, YOU who are completely set apart from sin,
protect these disciples of mine by the power of
YOUR HOLY NAME.”

Last week we talked a bit about ‘taking shelter under the protection
of God’s Holiness’ for holiness and sinfulness cannot inhabit the
same space ...
Those who put themselves (as it were) under the umbrella of
Abba’s Holiness find the devil ‘fleeing from them.’
The Holiness of our Heavenly Abba is key to this process.
Jesus knew that and that’s why (I believe) Jesus addressed
His Heavenly Father by that most relevant title: “Holy Father.”
Jesus would have been raised with that understanding.
Consider these verses from the Jewish Hymnal: The Book of Psalms.
These Scriptures Jesus would have known well.
Psalm 22:3 ... “You are enthroned as the Holy One.”
Psalm 77:13 ... “Your ways, O God, are holy.”
Psalm 29: 2 ... “Worship the Lord in the Beauty of His Holiness.”
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So then, out of verses like those filtered through the heart of Jesus has
arisen today’s ...
ABBA APPREHENSION
“Our Abba Father Is Wholly Holy”
- He is completely Set Apart from Sin –

Time now for ...
TODAY’S KEY QUESTION ...
WHAT DOES TODAY’S’ APPREHENSION’ MEAN FOR US?

How can – how should - the ‘Apprehension’ – the ‘Capture’ of this
wonderful reality concerning our Heavenly Abba affect us?
What does it mean functionally?
IT MEANS, AT LEAST, THESE THREE THINGS:
(Let’s focus our attention on those verses Jesus knew.)

* WE CAN APPROACH ABBA WITHOUT CONFUSION
“You are enthroned as the Holy One.” - Psalm 22:3

There is no other ... Our Abba Father is the Holy One and He is solidly
‘enthroned’ in heaven in that role. He is the Holiest One. He is the
Father of Holiness ... He passes on this ‘Separate from Sin’ quality
to all who are truly His.
There is no other way ... Forget seeking out ‘Self-Improvement
Programs’ ... Forsake earthly notions of how to ‘Get Better as a person.’
Look to your Heavenly Abba and to Him alone as the ONE who will see
to your ‘Growth in Grace and Goodness’. He has sent His own Holy Spirit
to oversee and to direct that very process in your life – to increasingly
‘Set you apart from sin.’

Don’t be confused about WHO the HOLY ONE is and HOW
HOLINESS can be obtained by those who become HIS.
Secondly Today’s Apprehension means ...

* WE CAN WORSHIP ABBA WITHOUT HESITATION
“Worship the Lord in the Beauty/Splendor of His Holiness.”
(Psalm 29:2)
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Apprehending Abba’s Holiness – eliminating any confusion about where
true holiness is found and how holiness is to be discovered in our own
lives – inevitably opens our hearts in adoration and worship.

There is nothing more beautiful – more filled with splendor – than true
Holiness ... pure moral and spiritual perfection. It’s the exact opposite of
sin’s ugliness! All who truly ‘apprehend it’ find themselves completely
caught up in awe and wonder ... in worship!
That’s why we seek to teach the truths of God in this place, not just
some popular notions of men, not just some commentary on the
happenings of the day ... so we will become a church of
worshippers ... so we will truly be (as it says on our bulletin
every Sunday) a ‘Worship-Centered Church.’
It’s our Apprehension of Abba’s ‘Beautiful Holiness’ underlying
all of life that causes us to Worship Him without hesitation ...
to present ourselves (as the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 12:1)
‘As living sacrifices, holy and acceptable in His Sight.”

And now thirdly and finally this morning Today’s Apprehension means ...

* WE CAN FOLLOW ABBA’S DIRECTIONS WITHOUT QUESTION
“Your ways, O God, are Holy.” - Psalm 77:13

Once we have ‘Apprehended’ where true beauty lies and where true
holiness can be found and how genuine holiness can be obtained, then
‘following the directions of the Holy One’ should be an absolute nobrainer – We make the decision to ‘Walk in His Ways.’
His ‘Ways’ have been written down and passed along.
His Own Holy Spirit (Pneuma) has been sent as our daily companion.
Keeping in step with Him is all we need to do.
And as we do so, we will begin to be ...
“Set apart from Sin even as the earthly Jesus was.”
We will begin to participate in and be protected by our Abba’s Holiness
even as we saw last week Jesus prayed that we would be.
And so, does not our Final Thot become a ‘No-brainer’ as well ...
Final Thot ...
“My Abba is Holy ... Wholly Holy.”
I will IMMERSE myself in His Holiness EXPECTANTLY!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS CONNECTED ... Unconditionally Connected"
(John 17:6,9-10; Romans 8:39; John 17:11)

Intro ... Today I've chosen an 'Attribute' of our Abba Father that
I especially rejoice in every time we 'Walk the Aisle' together and
commit ourselves as members for another year.
Here are the Key Scriptures from with it arises ...
TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURES ...

“I have revealed you to those whom you GAVE me out of the world.
They were YOURS; you gave them to me ... I pray for them ... for they
ARE yours. All I HAVE is yours, and all you HAVE is mine."
(John 17: 6,9-10)

“I (Paul) am convinced that (NOTHING) in all creation will be able to
SEPARATE (disconnect) us from the LOVE of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
(Romans 8:39)

“Holy Father, protect them by the power of Your Name ...
so that they may be ONE as we are ONE.”
(John 17:11)

The wonderful 'Abba Attribute' that I would have us seek to 'Apprehend'
today is expressed in ...
TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT ...
“OUR ABBA IS CONNECTED ... Unconditionally Connected.”
- UNCONDITIONAL CONNECTION IS A FAMILY TRAIT -

THREE OBSERVATIONS ...
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1. UNCONDITIONAL CONNECTION CHARACTERIZES ABBA ...

"They were yours - They are yours
(John 17:6,9

"Nothing can separate us from the Love of God ..."
(Romans 8:39)

That an infinite, eternal God could and would 'connect Himself' to finite,
time-bound human beings is actually quite challenging to wrap our
minds around. It helps, of course, to remember that this 'infinite, eternal
God,' is the Creator Himself ... He made mankind 'In His Own Image.'
He fashioned mankind for His own pleasure and purposes. He designed
human beings with the capacity for deep and genuine 'Fellowship
with One Another and with God.'
And yet we know that thousands of years before the first verse in the
Bible was put down on paper, man had torn himself away from the
obedience to and companionship with God for which he had been
designed.
Man's rebellious actions had caused something within himself to die.
His inner spiritual nature was wounded beyond repair. He became
self-centered: independent and indulgent ... He lost touch with the
Heavenly Father, but the Heavenly Father - the one who would be
man's 'Abba' - never disconnected His Heart from man.
Abba found a way to restore at least some to friendship and fellowship.
That 'Way' involved His Beloved Son, Jesus.
Here's how Jesus summarized it ...
"They were yours" "They are" (He could have added, 'thanks to me' and the Spirit) 'yours' again.
And as a result of what Jesus has done on the cross and the new life that
the Spirit of Holiness has brought to those who believe, the Apostle Paul
was inspired to write these incredible words.
"Nothing in all creation can separate us
(that is, 'disconnect' us ever again) from the Love of God ..."
To all who have been born-again through faith in Jesus Christ,
Abba has become 'unconditionally connected.'
81

Secondly, I would have us see this morning that ...
2. UNCONDITIONAL CONNECTION CHARACTERIZES JESUS ...

"You gave them to me"
(John 17:6)

"Nothing can separate us from the Love of God
that is IN Christ Jesus our Lord."
(Romans 8:39)

Jesus the Son received the privilege of demonstrating this Family Trait.
Even to the cross would he go, even to suffer the Wrath of God upon
himself would he be willing.
His Love was set upon those that His Heavenly Father had 'given him
to save and cherish.' He connected himself to them unconditionally!
He sent His Spirit of Holiness (Pneuma Himself) to give new birth to them
and then to guide and nurture them into the fullness of the Family Life
so that He, Jesus, might be the 'Firstborn - the firstfruits - of many
to follow. Nothing can 'disconnect' Jesus' heart from them!
And now we come to the third and final observation of the morning ...
3. UNCONDITIONAL CONNECTION IS INTENDED TO CHARACTERIZE
THE REST OF THE FAMILY AS WELL ...

"So that they may be one as we are one"
(John 17:11)

Sonlife Community Church is built upon the premise that we as a body of
believers are to 'Experience and Share the Life of God's Son' in this fallen,
sinful world. One marvelously tangible expression of the 'Son's Life' is the
connection we form with one another - the unconditional connection.
Over the years, I have seen it lived out in amazing ways.
And when it happens, it happens because at the heart of our
Sonlife Fellowship is the testimony expressed in today's 'Final Thot' ...
Final Thot ...
"My Abba is Connected ... Unconditionally Connected"
- He will never DIS-CONNECT Himself from me 82

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS GLORIOUS ... Awesomely Glorious"
(Psalm 19:1; Psalm 8:5; Exodus 15:11; Isaiah 6:1,3; John 8:54; Mark 9:2-2-3; John 1:14; John 17)

Intro ... Today we continue in our quest to 'Apprehend Abba' ... that is,
to take into mental captivity all the various aspects of our Heavenly
Father ... to actually come to see and to 'Know' Him as did Jesus Himself.

Jesus' disciples had no doubt about the almost 'magical' relationship
Jesus had with His Heavenly Father.
They saw Jesus in prayer often ...
They knew that often he spent nights in prayer while they spent
those same nights in their beds.
HIs life was wrapped up in and defined by HIs Heavenly Abba.
Philip one day brought the request that was surely on all of their minds.
"Show us the Father" he said. This was a little more to the point than
simply asking "Teach us to pray."
Though it's not good English, I've thought to myself from the very
beginning of this series that what Philip was really asking was not
'Show us the Father" but 'Know us the Father.' In other words:
"Lord, enable us to 'Know the Father'
the way you know him."
Now that implied request surely gained momentum in their minds
once they heard Jesus say these words in the prayer recorded in
John 17.
"Now this is Eternal Life, Father, that they might know you,
the Only True God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent."
(John 17:3)

With those words, Jesus revealed once and for all that 'Knowledge
of the Father' ... the very one that he would call 'Abba' in his moment
of greatest earthly stress ... was at the very heart - was the very
essence of Eternal Life.
Those words of Jesus have stirred and spurred our quest.
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We are seeking to "Know Abba" - to take into mental captivity truths
about God that will enable us to say that we really do 'Know Him' and
are finding true spiritual life to arise from that knowledge.
Now, of course, seeking to contain the truth of an Infinite Eternal God
within the confines of our finite temporal minds is like trying to contain
the Pacific Ocean in a five-gallon bucket BUT the point is if you do in fact
travel to the beach, wade out into the ocean and drop your five-gallon
bucket into the briny liquid, what will fill your bucket will be
genuine ocean water!
You wouldn't take the entire ocean home with you, but what you do
take home will be the real stuff!
What we have been doing for the past 3 months is filling our Five-Gallon
Mental Buckets with genuine Truths about our Heavenly Abba.
Truths that cause us to say:
"I am coming to 'Know Him' better than ever before
and my life is changing for the better because of it."
So far, we have discovered and hopefully 'Apprehended' twelve such
truths or aspects of our Heavenly Father's nature - each of them critical
to our understanding and our delighting.
If you need to play catch-up, all of those messages are available
at our church website.
Today we add the thirteenth and our bucket is not yet half full.
It's identified in ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT...

"Our Abba is GLORIOUS ... Awesomely Glorious."
- He makes GLORIOUS everything He TOUCHES Key Definition: GLORIOUS ...

Magnificent - SPLENDOROUS - Beautiful WONDROUS - Praiseworthy
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This is an aspect of the Heavenly Father that Jesus would have
been taught from childhood ...
All Hebrew children would have been exposed to this reality ...
"Our God is Glorious ... Awesomely Glorious."
- He makes glorious everything He touches -

* DAVID Knew That ... Psalm 19:1 and Psalm 8:5
He began Psalm 91 with these words:
"The heavens declare the Glory of God ..."

We can say:
- Abba filled the UNIVERSE He created with Glory * * * * * * * *
In Psalm 8 David declared:
"You (God) have made man a little lower than the angels and
crowned him with Glory and honor."

We can say:
- Abba crowned the HUMAN BEINGS He fashioned with Glory The 'Universe Itself' and the 'Living Being' that God placed at the
center of it were gloriously made and were intended to shout out
through time the fact that the Heavenly Abba is a 'Glorious Creator.'
David obviously knew that.

* MOSES Knew That ... Exodus 15:11
He wrote these words describing the uniqueness of their glorious God
in the second of the five books he wrote ... words that were intended
to remain forever at the forefront of the minds of the Hebrew People:
"Who is like you:
Majestic in Holiness, Awesome in Glory, Working Wonders."

The answer, of course, is NO ONE ... Nowhere is there any God
like the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
We can say:
- Abba orchestrated the EXODUS from Egypt Gloriously 85

No one on earth prior to the coming of Jesus knew God the way
Moses did ... God spoke to him 'face to face' ...
Moses actually was privileged to 'See the Glory of God'
with his own eyes.
Moses knew better than anyone that His God was an Awesomely
Glorious Being - that He made glorious everything He touched!

Moving ahead some 500 years we discover that ...

* ISAIAH Knew That ... Isaiah 6:1,3
Here's what Isaiah wrote during a time of national turmoil ...
"I saw the Lord high and lifted up and the train of his robe filled the temple
(and) the seraphim were calling to one another and saying:
"Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty,
the whole earth is full of His Glory."

We can say:
- Abba designed the EARTH itself as a place of Glory Though it is fallen and cursed, bruised and broken, this amazing earth
upon which we live is filled with God Glorious Handiwork.
Those who come to truly 'know God' see evidences of His Glorious
Touch everywhere they look.
Isaiah surely knew that HIs God was an Amazingly Glorious God and
that He makes glorious everything He touches.

And vastly more than any who had come before him,
the Scripture testifies that ...
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* JESUS Knew That ... John 8:54 and Mark 9:2-3
In a time of challenge and accusation, Jesus said:
"My Father is the One who glorifies me."

In other words:
"His hand is upon me and you should know that
He glorifies everything He touches."

And then near the end of His Earthly Ministry, Jesus privileged
three of the chosen twelve to see His Heavenly Abba do just that.
Jesus invited Peter, James and John to accompany him up a
mountain ...
"And he (Jesus) was transfigured before them.
His clothes became dazzling white ..."

We can say:
- Abba momentarily revealed the glory of His SON -

That moment on that mountain powerfully impacted those three men.
They had viewed the Heavenly Father reaching out (as it were) and
touching His Son and making him glorious in their presence.
Years later ...

* JOHN the Apostle Testified to That ... John 1:14
Late in his life, when he was the only one of the three still alive and
most likely one of only a few who had actually seen Jesus in the flesh,
John gave this testimony, lest that glorious moment be forgotten ...
"We beheld his glory - the glory the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth."
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Indeed, it has been true from the very beginning unto now:
"Our Abba is Glorious ... Awesomely Glorious."
- He makes Glorious everything He Touches And now, building upon that extensive record that we have just
reviewed, let me share with you what I'm calling ...
TODAY'S UNEXPECTED TWIST ...

Abba wants to TRANSFORM all His CHILDREN
into GLORIOUS beings!
Let's hear what Jesus has to say ...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ... Selected from John 17
(1) Father ... Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.
(4) I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work
you gave me to do. (5) And now, Father, glorify me in your presence
with the glory I had with you before the world began.
(9) ... I pray ... for those you have given me ... (10) glory has come to me through
them. (22) I have given them the glory that you gave me."

"FOUR GLORIOUS DISCOVERIES OF GLORIOUS TRUTH"

In this passage I would have us discover first of all ...
1. A REQUEST FOR GLORY THAT ANY CHILD OF GOD CAN MAKE

In this passage it's Jesus who is making the request ...
"Father ...Glorify your Son" (1)
"Glorify me with the glory I had with you before the world began." (5)

To use our 'Words of the Day' ...
'Make me magnificent, splendorous, beautiful, wondrous and praiseworthy.
Cause your glory to be seen in me.'

Key Word: DESIRE

"Do you desire your heavenly Abba to do such a thing for you?
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Secondly, I would have us discover in this passage ...
2. THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THAT REQUEST CAN BE GRANTED
"I have brought you glory on earth by completing
the work you gave me to do." (4)

Key Word: OBEDIENCE
"Is obedience to the Will and Ways of God characterizing you?"

Surely in Jesus' life those conditions were fully met and the request was
wonderfully granted. Jesus' Heavenly Abba granted Jesus' request:
By Jesus' Glorious Resurrection from the Dead - By HIs Glorious Ascension into
heaven - By the Glorious Title and Place he was given in heaven - By the Glorious
Promise that he would come again and gather His Glorious Church to Himself By the Glorious Future that awaits Him in the New Heaven and Earth.

Here's something that Jesus own followers had to have been astonished
to hear - a discovery that they, no doubt, made that very night ...
3. JESUS' EARTHLY FOLLOWERS CAN ADD TO HIS GLORY
"Glory has come to me through them." (10)

It's interesting that Jesus didn't say 'Glory will come to me through
them' as in 'When they get their act together.' He said ...
'Glory has come to me through them.'

You see, they brought him glory by simply 'believing in him.'
They brought him glory by literally 'leaving all and following him.'
They brought him glory by being willing to 'suffer and die for him.'
They did all this in contrast to those who mocked him and accused
him and found nothing of worth in him. In the eyes of the only one
who mattered (Jesus), the disciples' attitudes and behaviors
brought him glory!
And so, consider this as we simply believe, simply follow, simply
surrender our lives to him, simply speak positively of him ...
We can make him seem more magnificent and splendorous and beautiful and
wondrous and praiseworthy than he might otherwise have been seen to be.

Key Word: WITNESS

"Does a desire to communicate truth about Jesus captivate you?"
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And now finally in this passage ...
As we contemplate the reality that our Glorious Abba Father wants to
transform all His Children into Glorious Beings, consider that ...

4. ABBA'S PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION BEGAN WITH JESUS
AND CONTINUES WITH PNEUMA
"I have given them the glory that you gave me ..."
(John 17:22)
'And we ... are being transformed into His Likeness with ever-increasing glory
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit."
(2 Corinthians 3:18)

And that fourth discovery leads us directly into
Today's Final Thot ...

Final Thot ...

"My Abba is Glorious ... Awesomely Glorious."
- He makes GLORIOUS everything He TOUCHES - He WANTS me to become another GLORIOUS Child of His -
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS TRUSTING ... Amazingly Trusting"
(Matt. 25;14-30; Mk 12:1-12; Lk 2:49; John 17 selected; Acts 1:10; Gal. 5:25; 1 Thess. 5:19)

Intro ... Today, as we arrive at the mid-point of this series, I would have
us focus our attention upon and have us seek to truly 'Apprehend' an
aspect of our Heavenly Abba's Nature that contributes greatly to the
quality of family life that we as a congregation would seek to enjoy.

It's a wonderful part of the Eternal Life that Jesus said comes as we get
to really 'Know Abba' - the wondrous Heavenly Father of all those to
whom the Spirit of Holiness Himself has given new birth.
So, what is TODAY'S KEY TRAIT?
It's identified in ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"OUR ABBA IS TRUSTING ... Amazingly Trusting."
- He ENTRUSTS much of what He does to OTHERS Quick Over-View:

* He has and does Entrust all His Creative Actions to PNEUMA,
He's the Great and Powerful 'Implementer of all the Works of God.'
- And the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters - (Genesis 1:2)

* He has and does Entrust all His Redemptive Actions to JESUS,
He's the 'Lamb of God who came to take away the Sins of the World.'

* He has entrusted Key Communication and Ministry Responsibilities
to His Holy ANGELS - Think of Gabriel and Mary; the Heavenly Hosts
announcing Jesus' Birth - the angels who strengthened Jesus
in the Wilderness and in Gethsemane.

* He has and does Entrust all HIs Kingdom Building Actions
to His CHILDREN who live and function upon the Earth.
- We are the ones who are 'On the scene' - His 'Boots on the Ground.'
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TODAY'S KEY QUESTION ...

Is this how JESUS understood HIs Heavenly ABBA to be?
Did He KNOW how amazingly TRUSTING He was?
THREE EVIDENCES THAT HE DID ...
1. Jesus revealed His knowledge of His Heavenly Father's Amazingly
Trusting Nature in two KEY PARABLES...

* THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS ... Matthew 25:14-30
- Entrusted them with various amounts of WEALTH -

The NIV actually says:
"It (the Kingdom of Heaven) will be like a man going on a journey
who called his servants and entrusted his property to them."

In other words, He would trust them to manage what they had been
given while he was gone.
Now the 'Man who entrusted his property to his servants' in Jesus'
parable is, of course, His Heavenly Father!
Jesus definitely understood how the Father operates How He 'Trusts Himself and His Concerns' to others.
Another parable that illustrates Jesus' understanding of His Heavenly
Father's amazingly trusting nature is ...
* THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD ... Mark 12:1-12
- Entrusted them with the entire ENTERPRISE -

In this parable, Jesus depicts His Heavenly Father setting something
in motion and then trusting others to 'Keep it Going.'
In this case the Kingdom of God is compared to a Vineyard which had
been developed by a wealthy absentee landlord and then rented
(entrusted) to some local farmers to tend.
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The caretakers of the Vineyard proved unfaithful ... in fact, they were
scoundrels. They proved unworthy of the 'Trust' that had been
placed in them.
The Leaders of the Jews in Jesus' day recognized that Jesus had spoken
that parable against them. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had
entrusted the entire nation of Israel to them - the laws and the
commands of God to them - the worship of God to them - and they
had completely betrayed the trust that had been placed in them.
Could say that Jesus was not only well aware of HIs Heavenly Abba's
amazingly trusting nature, he was also aware of how badly mankind,
especially the Jewish Nation, had handled that trust.
And yet (Jesus knew) the Father would persist in seeking those in whom
He can put His Trust simply because HE IS an Amazingly Trusting Being.
2. Jesus Revealed His Knowledge of His Heavenly Father's Amazingly
Trusting Nature in the TEMPLE when he was but TWELVE YEARS OLD.
"I must be about my Father's Business."
(Luke 2:49)

The most literal reading would be ...
"Did you not know that in the affairs of my father
it behooves me to be?"

Jesus knew even at that young age, that he had been entrusted with
a responsibility ... He was a representative of the Father and he was the
one on the scene and he was needed to speak for the Father there in the
temple in the midst of the most learned men of his day.
The Father had sent him to earth and entrusted him with the entire
redemptive plan ... even at twelve, he felt the need and the compulsion
to involve himself in His Father's Business.
Even at that early age, the voice of the Father can be imagined
in the background saying:
'This is my son in whom I am well-pleased:
He is proving himself worthy of the Trust I have placed in him.'
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Now for our third and final 'Piece of Evidence' ...
3. Jesus Revealed His Knowledge of His Heavenly Father's Amazingly
Trusting Nature in His Great HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER ...

We should be reading this prayer - John chapter 17 - over and over
again. Almost everything that we are 'Apprehending' about our
Heavenly Father is alluded to, if not directly stated, in it.
Today's Apprehension - that Our Heavenly Abba is Amazingly Trusting is evidenced throughout it. Consider all of the following entries:
* John 17:2 ... "You granted him (Jesus) authority over all people that
he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.
(That was the task the Father entrusted to the Son)
* John 17:4 ... "I have brought you glory on earth
by completing the work you gave me to do."
(You entrusted me to do)

Jesus was well aware of the awesome responsibility and opportunity that
had been entrusted to him by His Heavenly Father. He was also aware
that He had rewarded the Father's Trust.
Here are two more for consideration.
Speaking of his disciples specifically, Jesus prayed:
* John 17:6 "They were yours; you gave them to me."
(You entrusted them to me)
* John 17:25 ... “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you,
I know you, and they know that you have sent me.
(They know that you entrusted me with this task.)

Jesus had not only been entrusted with the ministry of redemption which
would culminate in his sacrificial, substitutionary death of the cross, but
he had been entrusted with the task of calling and informing and
nurturing a small group of men who would become key players
in the Father's Over-All Plan.
In this task as well, Jesus had shown himself to be trustworthy.
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And now for a verse from this great prayer that shows that the
Father's Amazingly Trusting Nature abides in the Son as well ...
Jesus prays:
* John 17:8 ... As you sent me into the world,
I have sent them into the world.
(I have Entrusted them with the task of representing us.)

What a leap of faith ... What a demonstration of amazing trust.
These eleven chosen and informed men would be entrusted with
a great responsibility - the greatest responsibility of all time.
It would be their responsibility to convey the fullness
of the Father's Plan to the entire world!
Fortunately, Jesus had informed them already about the provision
of the Holy Spirit - The Heaven-Sent Companion - whom He and
The Father would send to be with them. They would be entrusted
to Him and through Him they would be enabled to reward
the trust that had been placed in them.
So then, as we draw this message to a close, here now are ...
SEVERAL OBSERVATIONS WE CAN DRAW:
1. OUR HEAVENLY ABBA IS TRUSTING ... AMAZINGLY TRUSTING
'He entrusts much of what He does to others.'

This is where we started. Our Heavenly Abba has planned
to accomplish His Purposes through man ...
Ever since Adam and Eve fell into sin, the search has been on for those
in whom the Father can place His Trust and have that trust rewarded.
The reason (in part at least) that the whole process had taken so long the reason that even today the Promise of Christ's Return has not been
fulfilled is that the Father continues to seek for those who will prove
themselves worthy of the trust that He has placed in them.
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Here's the Second Observation we can draw this morning ...
2. OUR LORD JESUS IS TRUSTING ... AMAZINGLY TRUSTING
- He entrusts His Legacy to us ...
"Glory has come to me through them You shall be my witnesses."
(John 17:10: Acts 1:10)

The Legacy of Jesus Christ is 'The Church' ...
In our case, Sonlife Community Church.
We together have been entrusted with this Body of Believers ...
We follow practices designed to keep us faithful - to keep us
obedient to the task. We have long said that ...
'Everyone who comes through those glass doors is being entrusted to us maybe for an hour, maybe for a year, maybe for the rest of their lives.'

Every year when we consciously gather together yet another committed
Sonlife Community Church Congregation,' we are seeking to reward the
trust that has been placed in us by the Lord Jesus Himself!
Here's now the Final Observation with which we will close this message:
3. OUR COMPANION PNEUMA IS TRUSTING ... AMAZINGLY TRUSTING
- He guides; He doesn't compel ...
" Keep in Step with the Spirit - Do not quench the Spirit"
(Galatians 5:25; 1 Thessalonians 5:19)

To use our now familiar terminology: Pneuma 'Nudges Us' and then trusts
us to hear and heed and carry out the part of the Father's Plan that has
been entrusted to us. As we heed His Voice, we reward the faith that the
Father and the Son and the Spirit have been placed in us.
Reflect now upon today's final thot ...
Final Thot ...
"My Abba is Trusting ... Amazingly Trusting"
- He has entrusted me with a PORTION of the Family Business -

As His CHILD, redeemed by His SON and companioned by His SPIRIT,
I will seek to show myself WORTHY of His TRUST.
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS VIGILANT ... Tirelessly Vigilant"
(Psalm 121:3-4,7-8; Psalm 142:3; Luke 12:6-7; Matthew 6:8)

Intro ... In what is called his 'High Priestly Prayer' recorded in John
chapter 17, Jesus made a statement that has literally 'Stopped
Believers in their tracks' whenever they have encountered it.

It's this one - John 17:3 ... Jesus praying to His Heavenly Abba ...
"Now this is Eternal Life - that they (His Disciples) might know YOU,
The Only True God, and Jesus Christ whom YOU have sent."

And with that simple, heart-felt statement, Jesus forever defined
what the Christian Life is all about.
It's about coming to 'Know' the Heavenly Father the way Jesus knew
Him. It's life that is defined by and that flows from that relationship.
It should be the quest of every Born-Again Child of God to
'Know God' in this familiar way ...
Or as we have expressed it in these past weeks:

to "Apprehend Abba"- to 'take captive' true and accurate and
transformational understandings of our Heavenly Abba.
So far, we have 'captured' fourteen such 'Understandings' ...
Today's Key Concept identifies the Fifteenth ...

TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"OUR ABBA IS VIGILANT ... Tirelessly Vigilant"
- NOTHING concerning our lives escapes His NOTICE VIGILANT ... Watchful - Observant - Wide-Awake - Aware
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This is one more tremendous aspect of our Heavenly Abba's nature.
He is vigilant ... always watchful ... carefully observant and thus
completely aware ... never preoccupied or distracted.
This is the Heavenly Abba that Jesus knew and relied upon.
Jesus would have first begun to 'Apprehend His Abba Father'
in this way by being exposed to the Hebrew Scriptures as a child.
Consider with me this morning a few particularly Key Ones:

TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...
The first three come from the Jewish Song Book: The Psalms
* "He who WATCHES over you will not slumber; Indeed,
He ... will neither slumber nor SLEEP."
(Psalm 121:3-4)

* "The Lord ... will WATCH over your LIFE ...
your COMING and your GOING."
(Psalm 121:7-8)

* "When my SPIRIT grows faint within me,
it is you who know my WAY."
(Psalm 142:3)

What a powerful one, two three punch from the Psalmist David
himself who knew God as well as any Old Testament Saint!
Our God is vigilant ... He watches over us ... He is never asleep ...
He is never unaware or out of the loop ... He knows what lies ahead
as well as what surrounds us in the moment.

Jesus was raised on this understanding and He truly 'Apprehended'
His Abba and He then passed on His understanding to his disciples ...
Here are two examples of His Teaching:
* "Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one
of them is FORGOTTEN by God. You are WORTH
more than many sparrows. "
(Luke 12:6-7)
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If God is aware of the goings on in the life of every feathered creature
of his, how much more is He aware of his own children!
* "Your Father KNOWS what you NEED
before you ask Him."
(Matthew 6:8)

In his Vigilance, our Heavenly Father becomes aware of the
Needs that arise in our lives ... Before we even ask, He knows
what we really need.
And Jesus could have added:
'And once the Holy Spirit enters into your life,
He will be aware of your needs too!

And so, we come to what I'm calling ...
TODAY'S KEY PERSONAL QUESTION ...

What SHOULD it MEAN to me to know that my intensely personal,
continually available, lavishly loving, almost infinitely patient,
breath-takingly strategic, brilliantly tactical, wonderfully forgiving,
mysteriously purposeful, profoundly wise, powerfully protective,
wholly holy, unconditionally connected, awesomely glorious,
amazingly trusting Abba Father is aware of and watches
tirelessly over EVERY SINGLE DETAIL of my life?
IT SHOULD MEAN THAT:
1. I DON'T HAVE TO INFORM HIM ABOUT ANYTHING!
- He already KNOWS about everything -

Address Him as you would your closest friend - the one who knows all
about you - the one that you have already told everything to ...
Begin every prayer request by saying:
"Abba, You already know ..."
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Here are a couple of examples of what I mean:
Abba, You already know ...

'That I have a big assignment that has to be finished today.
You already know whether I'm going to get it done or not.
You know that my future is riding on the outcome.'
Abba, I'm so glad that You are not in the dark about this,
so glad that I don't have to fill You in - so glad that Your
understanding of the situation does not depend upon me
explaining it to You adequately.'
Abba, you already know ...

'That today is the day I receive the results of the pathology report.
You already know what those results are going to be.
You know how drastically my life might change
depending upon what those results are.'
I'm so glad that these results will not catch You by surprise the way
they will catch me. I'm so glad that I don't have to explain it all to you
the way the doctor has tried to explain it to me.
Knowing that you already know is a great comfort to me.
Knowing that You already know means that at least ONE of us
will not be tempted to any 'knee-jerk reaction'
when they are announced.
See what I mean?
Knowing that my incredible Heavenly Abba is aware of and watches
tirelessly over every single detail of my life means:

"I don't have to inform Him about anything;
He already knows about everything."
I can take comfort in that knowledge and relieve myself of the pressure
to explain the situation to Him accurately and sufficiently.
Knowing that my incredible Heavenly Abba is aware of and
watches tirelessly over every single detail of my life ...
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SHOULD ALSO MEAN THAT:
2. I DON'T HAVE TO TAKE MATTERS INTO MY OWN HANDS!
- He already has His PLAN for everything -

This is a tremendous benefit of me knowing that He knows ...
One tremendous benefit of me knowing that He is actually tirelessly
vigilant - and that He lavishly loves and that He is profoundly wise and
that He is powerfully protective and that He is breath-takingly strategic
and that He is always purposeful though at times mysteriously so.
The pressure of me trying to figure out what I should 'Ask Him to do' let alone 'Tell Him to do' - is off!
I can surely tell him what I would prefer but I will always let Him know
that I want His Plan to 'trump' mine for I know that His Plan worked out
according to His Profound Wisdom is the very best for me.
And so, the pressure to 'Jump in and take charge' can be eliminated.
It also helps greatly to know that my 'Heaven-Sent Companion' Pneuma
shares in Abba's Wisdom and knows Abba's Plans as well as He knows
my innermost needs. He will formulate my prayers properly.
I can rely upon the fact that if this is one of those times when the Father
plans to do something in response to prayer, that Pneuma will make
sure that my prayers effectively achieve that end.
So ... Knowing that my incredible Heavenly Abba is aware of and
watches tirelessly over every single detail of my life means:

"I don't have to take matters into my own hands;
He already has a plan for everything."
Now that knowledge leads to this third and final thing.
Knowing that my incredible Heavenly Abba is aware of and
watches tirelessly over every single detail of my life ...
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SHOULD ALSO MEAN THAT:
3. I DON'T HAVE TO PRETEND TO KNOW EVERYTHING MYSELF
- I can simply TRUST Him in everything -

Knowing my Abba in this way allows me to comfortably and peacefully
'Live in the Dark' with regard to anything in the future.
I don't have to always be ready to ...
'Tell my friends what is going on or
what the big picture is.'
I don't have to come up with a 'Story' - a narrative - that 'satisfies me.'
I don't have to stew over it until I get it 'all figured out.'
It is what it is ... It will be what it will be ...
And no matter what it is or what it turns out to be,
I will continue to be exactly who I am ...
"A Child of God Who Is
Trusting His Abba Father Completely!"

And so thirdly and finally this morning, we can each hold and
share this third personal testimony ...
Knowing that my incredible Heavenly Abba is aware of and
watches tirelessly over every single detail of my life means:

"I don't have to pretend to know everything myself;
I can simply trust Him in everything."
And with that said, we come to today's final thot ...
Final Thot ...
"My Abba is Vigilant ... Tirelessly Vigilant"

- I will relax myself in His WATCH-CARE over my life 102

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS COMMUNICATIVE ... Masterfully Communicative"
(Isa. 30:21, 55:11; Ps. 119:89; Jn. 1:14,10:35,12:50,14:26; 2 Pe. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 1:1-2)

Intro ... The popular song says: "Our God is an awesome God" and
how true it is!

These past few months we have been zeroing our attention upon
the awesomeness of our Heavenly Abba - the Eternal Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ and of all who have received spiritual
birth into His Eternal Family.
The ultimate accomplishment of Jesus' sacrificial death was that we
might "Know God" - might indeed come to "Know Jesus' Abba" which
Jesus himself said was the very definition of 'Eternal Life.'
That is what we are seeking to do - to come to 'Know God' - or to use
our terminology: To come to 'Apprehend Abba' in all His Wisdom and
Wonder - to See Him as Jesus saw Him and revealed Him to be.
So far, we have discovered fifteen extraordinary aspects of our
Heavenly Abba's nature ... each of them expresses a unique part of
the relationship He would establish with all His Born-Again Children.
Today's focus is identified in ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

"OUR ABBA IS COMMUNICATIVE ... Masterfully Communicative"
- He REVEALS His WILL for MAN to MAN Our Abba is a communicator of truth.
Jesus said in John 17:19
"Father, Your Word is Truth"
and Our Abba Father communicates that truth in a masterful way.
This morning I would share with you briefly ...
103

THREE EXPRESSIONS OF OUR ABBA'S MASTERFUL COMMUNICATION:
I. THE WORD OF GOD WRITTEN IN THE BOOK
(66 books - 40 authors - over 1,000 years - one consistent story)
From Moses' Pen in 1200 BC to John's writings in perhaps 90 AD the sixty-six books
that make up our Bible are linked together in one steadily flowing story.
Everything in the New Testament is at least hinted at in the Old.
Everything in the Old Testament lays the foundation for the New.
The Written Word of God is consistent though progressive in its revelations.
It has the authority and power of "Thus says the Lord" underlying every line.

That would be the understanding of the Scriptures that Jesus would
have grown up with. God's Word is True - God's Word is Powerful God's Word reveals His Will for our lives.

* Here's how the Prophet Isaiah expressed it:
"... the Word that goes out from my mouth ... will not return to me
empty but will accomplish what I desire ..."
(Isaiah 55:11)

God's Word reveals and achieves the desires of God's Heart.
If you want to know what God desires ... 'Read His Word.'

* Here's how the ancient Psalmist expressed it:
"Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens."
(Psalm 119:89)

There's a finality - a permanence - to the Written Word of God.
The Prophet's pen had no eraser - there were no second or third drafts ...
There is a 'Heavenly Word' that stands behind and gives validity
to every single 'Written Word of God.'

* Here's a summary statement from Jesus Himself that reflected
His View of God's Word 'Written in the Book.'
"And the Scripture cannot be broken"
(John 10:35)

Jesus surely embraced the position that says:
"If the Bible says it, that settles it."
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* Now, both from the training he received as a child and from
his days of walking with and listening to Jesus, the Apostle Peter
was inspired to reflect upon the way the Written Word of God
came to be in the 'Book' in the first place:
"men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit."
(2 Peter 1:21)

And indeed, they were ... 'carried along by' (minds and hearts
filled up with the Truth of God by) the Holy Spirit.
And so, 'carried along' and 'filled up with truth' by the Holy Spirit,
they took pen in hand and added more of God's Words to the Book.
* And finally, in the long chain of chosen Biblical writers, the Apostle
Paul shared this insightful comment with his son in the faith and
partner in the ministry, Timothy:
"All Scripture is God-Breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness ..."
(2 Timothy 3:16)

'Pneuma' - the very Breath of Life Himself has breathed out every Word of the Scripture.
Every word has his 'breath' upon it and is therefore spiritually powerful
and capable of communicating the Desires of God for man and
effective for leading every Born-Again Child of God
into the fulfillment of those Desires.
Indeed, our Heavenly Abba has masterfully communicated to us
in The Word of God written in the Book!

Now that would have been enough for us to hail our Abba Father
as a being 'Masterfully Communicative' but there is more.
Consider the second great expression of our Abba's communication:
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II. THE WORD OF GOD EMBODIED IN THE WORLD
(Jesus was the demonstrator and the explainer.)
Our Heavenly Father understands the dynamic
that lies behind the familiar saying:
"I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day."
Truth lived out - Truth demonstrated - impacts us in a way that
that same Truth written and read can never do.
And so, God the Father - Our Heavenly Abba - took His Eternal Truth and
wrapped it up in human flesh and allowed mankind to 'see it' in all its glory.

* Here's how the Writer of the Book of Hebrews expressed it:
"In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets
at various times and in various ways, but in these last days
He has spoken to us by His Son."
(Hebrews 1:1-2)

* And, of course, we must include this incredibly concise statement
from the Apostle John:
"The Word became flesh ..."
(John 1:14)

* And just so we understand that 'The Word' who came in flesh was
simply extending and personalizing the communication of the Father,
listen to these words from Jesus himself...
"Whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.
(John 12:50)

* But the 'Word in the Flesh' could demonstrate and explain the 'Word
in the Book' in ways never known before.
Six times in Matthew chapter 5, Matthew records Jesus introducing
life applications of the Father's written word with these words:
"You have heard that it was said ...
But I say to you ..."
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Indeed, embodying the Word of God visibly in the World was a stroke of
'Communicative Genius' ... the work of a masterful communicator.
And now, one final expression of Abba's communicative skill ...
III. THE WORD OF GOD WHISPERED IN OUR HEARTS
(His Spirit guides us according to The Written and The Embodied Word)
"Whether you turn to the right or the left, you will hear a voice
behind you saying, 'This is the way, walk in it.'"
(Isaiah 30:21)
"The 'Companion' whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you ..."
(John 14:26)

Think of that!
The Holy Spirt who inspired the 'Written Word' and empowered the
'Embodied Word' is now the ONE who would guide us through
our lives that we might 'Live out the Whispered Word.'

Final Thot ...

"My Abba is Communicative ... Masterfully Communicative"
- I will BUILD my life upon His COMMUNICATIONS That is, in fact, exactly what we have pledged ourselves to do.
The Membership Commitment that we sign each year says
that we are:
"Acknowledging the Word of God
as our Foundation and Framework"

We stand upon it and live within it!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS CONFIDENT ... SUPREMELY CONFIDENT"
(Isaiah 55:11; 1 Cor. 15:24,28; John 15:5; John 16:13; Phi. 4:13; Phil. 1:6; Galatians 5:16)

Intro ... Today as we continue in our attempt to 'Apprehend Abba,'
we come to an aspect of His Nature that is certainly a 'no-brainer'
and yet an aspect that should be wonderfully encouraging to review.

It's expressed in ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

"OUR ABBA IS CONFIDENT ... Supremely Confident"
-He EXPECTS His PURPOSES to be completely FULFILLED In other words, our 'Abba' in heaven expects to be successful in all that
He puts His hand to ... He does not even contemplate the possibility of
failure because the word 'failure' cannot even be found in heaven's
dictionary.
'Confidence' - complete assurance - an absolutely positive expectation
that the Purposes of God will be completely fulfilled - is a fundamental
trait of the family of God.

This morning I would have us take a bit of a 'Walk through the Scripture'
to see just how the fact that our Abba is 'Supremely Confident'
plays itself out.
The First Thing that I would point out is that:
* The FATHER gives evidence of that 'Confidence Trait' in the Scriptures
Here's one verse that illustrates the Father's Supreme Confidence ...
It's a verse that we included in our lesson last Sunday ...
"... the WORD that goes out from my mouth ...
WILL accomplish what I DESIRE ..."
(Isaiah 55:11)

When God speaks, worlds come into being.
When God decrees, the universe itself bows in submission.
God originally created man with freedom of will - with the ability
either to bow in wonder and worship or to resist and rebel.
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But Adam and Eve were the first and the last human beings to be
so endowed. Adam's sin caused all subsequent human beings
(other than Jesus) to be born in sin with Adam's rebellious choice
already dominating and determining them.
Only by God's redemptive intervention, can man's de facto orientation
be altered ... only by new birth can mankind become capable of
responding non-rebelliously toward God.
God's Word has set in motion that very redemptive process - in fact,
'The Word of God Himself' took on human flesh to make it possible.
Abba is Supremely Confident in the ultimate outcome of His Plan of
Redemption for the Human Race.
Here's an incredible passage of Scripture that I imagine many believers
have never come across ... a passage that will cause us to take a giant
step forward in our understanding of our Abba Father if we can truly
'apprehend' it.
1 Corinthians 15:24-28 ...
This morning I would draw our attention to the bookend verses
"Then the END will come, when he (Jesus) hands over the KINGDOM to God the
Father ... (and) when he (Jesus) has done this, then the Son himself will be made
SUBJECT to Him ... so that GOD (the Father) may be all in all.
(1 Corinthians 15:24, 28)

So that the Father might be 'All in All.'
In a word, so that all would once again be 'As it should be.'
In other words: "It's all about Abba."
It always has been and it always will be.
Our Heavenly Father is supremely confident of that outcome.
It is as absolutely sure a thing as it is an absolutely desirable thing.
All God's Children, beginning with His 'First-Born Son' eager await the
Father's Delight on that day! There is not a doubt in the Father's mind
that day will come.
Secondly this morning, I would point out that:

* JESUS possessed the same 'Confidence Trait' ...
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It's a family trait ...
'Supreme Confidence that God's Purposes will be completely fulfilled.'
See how Jesus revealed that 'Family Trait' in these three statements:
John 15:5 ...
"If any man REMAINS in me and I in him, He WILL bear much FRUIT."

Not 'He might bear much fruit' ... Not 'He will bear some fruit' ...
No indeed ... Jesus confidently asserted that "He will bear much fruit."
O my friend, if you stick with Jesus - If you continually and fervently
believe in Him as the Son of God, if you trust in Him alone as your Savior
from the penalty of Sin, if you define yourself in terms of Him and
see yourself as a Child of God through faith in His Great Sacrifice,
if you yield yourself each day to the Great Companion
He and the Father have sent to you ...
You will bear much fruit!

Hear those words of Jesus echoing down the long halls of time
to you right here today ...
"You will bear much fruit - I am confident that you will."

Some of that fruit will be obvious to you and perhaps to those around
you but much of it will only be obvious to the ONE who planted the seed
within you. He knows what has been planted and He is the ONE who will
assess your harvest. That harvest will indeed come!
Now here's another thing of which Jesus was supremely confident.
It's found in John 16:13 ...
"When He, the Spirit of Truth, comes,
He WILL guide you into all TRUTH."

Jesus was supremely confident in the ONE that He and the Father would
send to companion each and every believer through life.
Jesus was supremely confident in the Spirit's ability and in the
Spirit's success in working with those that Jesus would 'leave behind.'
Jesus' confidence was not misplaced.
With the coming of the Holy Spirit, 'Truth' invaded the Disciples'
minds and captured their hearts and defined their entire lives.
Most of them simply 'spoke it' ... Some of them 'wrote it' ...
All of them were totally 'transformed by it.'
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And now, here's a statement given in a very specific circumstance
that shows Jesus' Supreme Confidence that God's Purposes
would be completely and wonderfully fulfilled ...
Luke 22:32 ...
"I have PRAYED for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.
And WHEN you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."

How those words must have encouraged Peter in the midst of his
agonizing despair over his three-fold denial of his master and friend!
"When you have turned back'"...
Not "IF" but "WHEN" ...

Jesus knew - Jesus was supremely confident - that Peter would make it
through that horrible moment with his faith intact and that Peter would
even be able to help the rest of the disciple band.
Jesus knew that Peter was included in the Purposes of God and Jesus
was supremely confident that those Purposes would be fulfilled.
Thirdly and finally this morning, I would point out that ...

* The Apostle PAUL also possessed that 'Confidence Trait' ...
Consider this supremely confident assertion Paul made in his Epistle
to the Philippians ...
Philippians 4:13
"I can do EVERYTHING
(face and endure and triumph over any circumstance)
through Him who gives me STRENGTH."

It's not exactly like Paul is saying (like some cocky kid) "Bring it on."
He's actually telling the Philippian believers that over the years,
life has already 'brought it on" numerous times and in various ways.
He is telling them that he has observed and experienced first-hand
God's grace being sufficient each and every time.
God has always enabled him to do the things that God has purposed
for him to do. Paul is supremely confident that God will continue to
so enable him.
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In this next verse, we see Paul expanding the scope of his confidence:
Philippians 1:6
"... being CONFIDENT (supremely confident) of this,
that He who BEGAN a good work in you
WILL carry it on to COMPLETION ..."

Paul is telling them (and us) that all born-again Children of God are
caught up in the purposes of God and that those purposes are going
to be completely and wonderfully fulfilled. All Children of God will find
themselves one day standing gloriously in the Presence of their
Heavenly Abba. God will not discard them along the way.
Paul was supremely confident of that!
Here's something else that Paul was supremely confident of:
It's found in his Epistle to the Galatians chapter 5 verse 16 ...
"Live by the SPIRIT and you WILL NOT
gratify the desires of the sinful nature."

The Spirit of God opposes the desires of the old sin nature - The Spirit of
God promotes and strengthens the desires of the new spiritual nature.
In fact, he causes those desires to become our main if not almost
exclusive desires ... Those new desires squelch out the old!
Paul would say: "I'm 100% sure - supremely confident - of this."
"Like Father, Like Son, Like Spirit-Filled Servant ..."
Supreme Confidence that the Purposes of God will be completely fulfilled
should characterize the entire Family of God and so I would bring us to
the personal application contained in Today's Final Thot ...

Final Thot ...

"My Abba is Confident ... Supremely Confident"
- I will EXERCISE supreme CONFIDENCE in Him
and in His Spirit's WORKINGS in my life -
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS RIGHTEOUS ... UNWAVERINGLY RIGHTEOUS"
(Ps. 119:137; Ps .145:17; Jn. 17:25; Heb. 9:27; Isa. 64:6; Ro. 3:23; Ro. 8:16; 2 Cor. 5:21; Matt. 5:6)

Intro ... Today we continue in the most amazing and life-changing
endeavor that could ever be undertaken ... the endeavor of seeking
to 'Know God' or as we have billed it: to 'Apprehend Abba' - that is,

'To capture the concept and the reality of an intimate,
child-like relationship with our Abba Father in Heaven.'
Jesus said that to do that is to experience 'Eternal Life' ...
Life in its absolute fullness ... earthly life (as I like to say) that
'Has the scent of heaven upon it.' (John 17:3)
Our endeavor has reached its fifth month - this is Message #20.
Today's Key Concept identifies an 18th aspect of our Heavenly
Abba's Incredible Nature.
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"OUR ABBA IS RIGHTEOUS ... Unwaveringly Righteous"
- There is no WRONG-DOING found in Him RIGHTEOUS ...

One who is always RIGHT:
THINKS Right - FEELS Right - DOES Right ...
One who is Absolutely BLAMELESS!

Is there anything better than that ... to feel absolutely 'RIGHT'
about something that you have thought or felt or done?
Our Abba Father in heaven feels that way ALL THE TIME!
We declare this morning that ...
"He is Righteous - He is unwaveringly Righteous"
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Never has He done wrong - Never will He do you wrong.
Always He has done what is right - Always will He do right by you.
He is absolutely blameless in the eyes of the entire universe.
What an awesome Heavenly Father He is!
This morning, as we consider the Righteous Being that our Heavenly
Abba is, I would share with you ...
FIVE KEY INSIGHTS CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS ...
1. ABBA HIMSELF IS THE STANDARD FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS

Here's how the Psalmist of old expressed it - these were words from
the Hebrew Hymnbook that Jesus would have grown up on:
"You are RIGHTEOUS, LORD, and your LAWS are RIGHT."
(Psalm 119:137)

Unlike fallen, flesh-influenced human beings, God never 'passes a law'
for 'political purposes' - never establishes a policy merely to 'satisfy
a special interest' - never adopts policies merely to irritate those
who oppose Him.
All of the 'Laws' that the Father in Heaven has laid down are
as 'Right' as He is Right ... He is the standard and they are
the expression of that standard.
Here's another old Hymn of the Hebrew faith:
"The Lord is RIGHTEOUS in all His WAYS
and faithful in all he DOES."
(Psalm 145:17)

What a comfort - what a foundational truth for a Jewish boy just
getting his theological feet on the ground! To be able to say from
childhood:
'The God we serve - the God who created the universe, the God who called our
Father Abraham, the God who delivered us from Egypt, the God who anointed
David and enabled him to do great and mighty deeds, the God who has acted
on our behalf again and again ... This God has never done wrong by us
though we have often done wrong by Him.
Everything He has done over all these long years has been
absolutely Right for He is an absolutely Righteous Being.'
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The words that Jesus prayed on the very night that he was betrayed
were the result of a life-time of learning as well as a life-time of
Holy Spirit enlightening.
Here are some of the last of them ...
"RIGHTEOUS Father, though the WORLD
does not know you, I know you ..."
(John 17:25)

Jesus knew the true nature of His Heavenly Father better than any
man who had ever or would ever live ... He knew that His Abba was
Righteous - that He always thought right and felt right and did right.
He received great comfort and gained great confidence in that
knowledge.
He knew that His Heavenly Father was the absolute standard for
Righteousness ... He knew that all that His Heavenly Father said
and did was absolutely Right and was to be heard and obeyed.
He knew that the 'World' around him did not know what He knew.
I would say that the 'People of the World' know less about true
'Righteousness' today than they did in Jesus' day.
The 'Enlightened Elite' in our day - whether they be found in the Halls
of Congress or in the Classrooms of our major universities or on the
barstools of the local taverns - betray their lack of knowledge of God's
Righteous Standards virtually every time they open their mouths.
And even if they know of those standards,
they mockingly oppose them.
And yet the truth remains:
"ABBA HIMSELF IS THE STANDARD FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS"

Every behavior that violates His Laws and that disregards
His Ways is absolutely and dangerously wrong.
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Consider now this second insight that those who ignore or mock our
first insight of the morning will find most disturbing and unsettling ...
2. EVERYTHING MAN DOES IS JUDGED BY THAT STANDARD

"... (Man) is destined to die once, and after that to face JUDGMENT."
(Hebrews 9:27)

Let's just allow that one verse to settle into our minds. Death comes to
all men, but death does not end all. Human Beings do not just naturally
either "Rest in Peace" or "Fade into Nothingness."
For the mocker ... for the denier ... for the unbeliever in the things of God
and the Standards of God, death opens the door into God's Courtroom.
There will be an accounting of what has been thought and felt and
done.
Jesus shared that sobering truth one day when he was actually being
accused of being in cahoots with the Devil Himself. Here's what he said:
"I tell you that men will have to give an account on the day of Judgment for
every careless (stupid/rebellious/God-Dishonoring) word they have spoken."
(Matthew 12:36)

On that day, men and women by the millions will be brought face to
face with the God they denied and the Standards of God they ignored.
And yet, though they denied God's existence and ignored God's
Righteous Standard ...
EVERYTHING THEY HAVE DONE WILL BE JUDGED
BY THAT RIGHTEOUS STANDARD!

Here now is our Third Insight Concerning Righteousness:
3. EVERYTHING MAN DOES FALLS SHORT OF THAT STANDARD

"All our righteous acts are like FILTHY rags."
(Isaiah 64:6)

Nothing that sinful men and women do to 'Feel Good' or 'Look Good'
ever actually 'Is Good' ... Compared to God's "Rightness" everything else
is 'Wrongness' ... It just is ... It never measures up.
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The Apostle Paul put it this way in His Letter to the Romans:
"All have sinned and fall short of the GLORY
(the glorious righteousness) of God."
(Romans 3:23)

Fallen human beings would have a better chance of strapping a pair
of ice-skates on their feet and 'outskating' the reigning world speed
skating champion then they would of reaching the righteous
standard God has set.
That's just how it is.
God's Standard is 'way out there' ... Well out of reach.
In a word ...

Righteousness is completely foreign to man's natural condition and
inclinations. The Divine Standard is laughable to many and
unobtainable to all.
But here is where our Righteous Abba has chosen to shuffle the deck to make possible something that fallen mankind has found impossible.
Insight Four:
4. MAN CAN BECOME IDENTIFIED WITH THAT STANDARD

"The Spirit Himself testifies ... that we are GOD'S Children."
(Romans 8:16)

Our Abba has made possible a most unexpected thing ...
He has made it possible for fallen human beings to be fundamentally
changed.
He has provided a 'Way' whereby He can 'adopt them' into his family
and give them 'New Birth' into a Heavenly Life ... a life that is actually
characterized by the very 'Righteousness' that characterizes Him.
Those who discover that 'Way' become known as 'Children of God'
born of the Father's Will. They become 'Identified' with everything
that pertains to 'The Family' which contains Jesus Himself
as the elder brother.
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Being 'Born Again' into the Family of God gives rise to an incredible
possibility, for not only is a 'Born-Again Person' identified with the
Righteous Standard set by the Heavenly Father, the 'Born-Again
Person' is made able to enter into the experience of it.
Here's todays Fifth and Final Insight:
5. MAN CAN ARISE TO THAT STANDARD

"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in Him
we might become the RIGHTEOUSNESS of God."
(2 Corinthians 5:21)

Jesus is 'The Way' the Father provided ... Jesus obtained perfect
righteousness himself. He lived out His earthly life in perfect harmony
with His Righteous Father. And then he traded His Righteousness for
man's sinfulness so that we who put our faith and trust in Him as our
Savior are granted the benefits of His Righteousness. We become
acceptable to God. We meet God's Righteous Standard in Jesus.
We are 'declared' Righteous!
But Jesus knew from experience that those who are truly 'Children of
God' develop a hunger for true 'experiential' righteousness. They begin
to desire to 'think right and feel right and to do right.' They yearn for it.
He knew that and so he taught ...
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for RIGHTEOUSNESS
for they will be FILLED."
(Matthew 5:6)

This is where the Holy Spirit enters the picture for He would guide us
into that 'Righteous' life of which our Abba is the standard and Jesus
the example.
And so, we come to Today's Final Thot ...
Consider it with me thoughtfully ...
Final Thot ...
"My Abba is Righteous ... Unwaveringly Righteous"
- I will SEEK to be as unwavering in my COMMITMENT
to Righteousness as He is 118

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS JUST ... ABSOLUTELY JUST"
(Prov. 15:3, 5:21; Ez.18:20; Lk 18:7-8; Job 34:12; Hab. 1:4; Ro 13:3; Ps. 45:6; Act 17:31; Rev.6:9-10 & 19:11;Heb. 9:27)

Intro ... Today in our continuing quest to 'Apprehend Abba,' I would have
us consider a trait of our Heavenly Father that has throughout all the
years brought great comfort to those who trust in Him - to all who
have come to know him as He desires to be known.

Knowledge of this 'Abba Attribute' has enabled them to 'Hang in there'
when the world around them has sought to destroy them.
This comforting and enabling and patience-producing attribute of our
Incredible Heavenly Abba is identified in ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"OUR ABBA IS JUST ... Absolutely Just"

- He doesn't let anything SLIP BY ...
He takes everything into ACCOUNT We Americans are very familiar with what Justice is supposed to be
though we know it doesn't always work out as intended ...
JUSTICE ...

"EQUAL Treatment Under The LAW"
There are many things that can pervert man's justice systems
but today we declare that:
Our Abba does not show PARTIALITY or play POLITICS.
Our Abba is always on the side of that which is RIGHT
and GOOD no matter where it is FOUND.

FOUR KEY OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING JUSTICE ...
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First Observation:
I. JUSTICE IS WOVEN INTO THE VERY FABRIC
OF THE UNIVERSE
Consider this key scripture:

"The eyes of the Lord are everywhere,
keeping track of the wicked and the good."
(Proverbs 15:3)

Now consider this one (also from the wise writer of Proverbs):
"For your ways are in full view of the Lord,
and He examines all your paths.
(Proverbs 5:21)

Our Heavenly Abba notes and carefully evaluates everything that we do.
Nothing escapes His Eye and nothing just slides by. Everything is judged
according to how it measures up to the commands that He has given.
Each one of us builds our own record of rights and wrongs.
Consider how the prophet Ezekiel explained it:
"The one who sins is the one who will die.
The child will not share the guilt of the parent, nor will
the parent share the guilt of the child. The righteousness
of the righteous will be credited to them, and the wickedness
of the wicked will be charged against them."
(Ezekiel 18:20)

In God's economy, no person is ever 'black-balled' because their parents
messed up and no parent is 'disgraced' because of the behavior of their
children - especially when grown.
On the other hand, children cannot simply 'ride on their parents'
coattails' and treat the parents' good standing as their own.
It also follows that parents cannot puff out their chests and believe that
their children's successes actually belong to them and that they should
share in the good standing their children have achieved.
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Now finally under this first observation, consider these words of Jesus
concerning the unique relationship that our Absolutely Just Heavenly
Father has with those who are His Own:
"And will not God (Abba) bring about Justice for His Chosen Ones ...
I tell you He will see that they get Justice ..."
(Luke 18:7-8)

Indeed, Justice is woven into the very fabric of the Universe because
the Designer of the Universe - Our Heavenly Abba Himself - is an
'Absolutely Just Being!'
Second Observation:
II. A SENSE OF JUSTICE HAS BEEN EMBEDDED
IN EVERY HUMAN HEART

"IT'S NOT FAIR" is a valid God-Honoring complaint.
It shows man's frustration with life in a fallen, corrupted world.
It hints at the fact that at the HEART of things is ONE
who is JUST (and fair).
Listen to these words from the Patron Saint of what seemed to be
'Unjust Treatment' - the patriarch Job ...
"It is unthinkable that God would do wrong,

that the Almighty would pervert justice."
(Job 34:12)

For Job, there was nothing more intuitively true - more settled in
his heart - than that his God was an Absolutely Just God!
That conviction would bring this testimony from Job's mouth:
"Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him."
(Job 13:15)

In other words, Job was saying that no matter what was happening
to him in this fallen world it was not the result of Injustice or
Ignorance on the part of the Almighty!
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Job could say:
'My Heart tells me that God is Just and
that Justice will ultimately prevail upon the earth.'
Quite a few centuries later, the prophet Habakkuk would make
this sobering observation:
"The wicked hem in the righteous,
so that justice is perverted."
(Habakkuk 1:4)

The sad truth is that though 'Justice is woven into the very fabric of
the universe' and though 'All human beings have a sense of Justice
embedded in their hearts'... Justice can be (and has indeed often been)
perverted by the sinfulness of men who discount justice in favor
of some personal earthly agenda.
And that sad truth brings us to this Third Observation:
III. A SYSTEM OF JUSTICE HAS BEEN DEVELOPED
IN EVERY HUMAN SOCIETY
Rewarding that which is right and Punishing that which is wrong
is a fundamental purpose of Earthly Judges.

Earthly Judges exist to try to 'hem in the wrongdoers' and give space
and support to those who live rightly.
Their very presence in human society hints at the fact that there is
indeed an ULTIMATE JUDGE whose Justice they should seek to emulate.
Here's something the Apostle Paul wrote in the First Century when
a pagan Roman Government was providing justice for the world:
"Rulers hold no terror for those who do right
but for those who do wrong."
(Romans 13:3)
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Because of the sinfulness of men and because of the destructive
nature of such sinfulness, every human society has developed some
'System of Justice' to protect itself from that destruction.
However, all of them in time, fall short of their goal; for the very
heart of man which has a sense of justice embedded in it, also
has a fallenness about it and that fallenness frequently finds
itself at odds with the dictates of Justice.

Rulers themselves who are responsible to exercise justice for all
can easily (and have often) fallen prey to fleshly indulgence.
And so, any student of history, can understand the need for an
Absolutely Just One who will rule rightly and permanently.
Here's how one of history's finest (though definitely flawed) rulers,
King David of old, put it:
"Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom."
(Psalm 45:6)

There's no doubt, David would have turned over the kingdom to His
Almighty Absolutely Just God in a moment if it had been a possibility.
David was deeply aware of his own limitations when it came to
'Running a kingdom where justice prevails.'
And with the recognition that mankind has been most inadequate
to deliver the Ultimate Justice that the Universe itself as well as the
heart of man demands, we come to this Fourth Observation:
IV. ABBA (Himself) WILL DELIVER THAT ULTIMATE JUSTICE

Here's how the Apostle Paul expressed it to the pagan Greek Philosophers
he engaged on Mars Hill ...
"For He (the Creator) has set a day when he will judge the world
with justice by the man (Jesus) he has appointed. He has given proof
of this to everyone by raising him from the dead." - Acts 17:31
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Here's a heart-stirring image that the Apostle John recorded in the
Great Book of Revelation - a vision of those who await God acting
on their behalf - those for whom justice on earth had been denied.
"I saw, under the altar, the souls of those who had slain
because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained.
They called out in a loud voice,
'How long Sovereign Lord, holy and true,
until you judge the inhabitants of the earth
and avenge our blood?' "
(Revelation 6:9-10)

John was not only granted the 'Vision of the Appeal,'
but he was also granted a 'Vision of God's Response.'
Here's what he wrote some 13 chapters later:
"I saw heaven open and there before me was a white horse,
whose rider is called faithful and true.
With justice he judges and makes war."
(Revelation 19:11)

There is indeed 'Coming A Day' - A day when our 'Absolutely Just Abba
Father' will send His Exalted Son to execute Judgment on the Earth.
But until 'that' day of Judgment all human beings face 'this' day:

"(MAN) is destined to die once and
after that to face judgment."(Hebrews 9:27)
And as we each prepare to face 'that' day,
let's focus on this final thot:
Final Thot ...

"My Abba is Just ... Absolutely Just"
- I will RELY upon Him to keep my RECORD straight -
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS SYMPATHETIC ... SUPRISINGLY SYMPATHETIC"
(Psalm 103:13-14; Hebrews 4:15-16; Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 9:4; Luke 22:43; John 14:16)

Intro ... This morning it is my privilege and pleasure to share with you
an aspect of our Heavenly Abba's Nature that is almost too good
to believe.
It's an aspect of His Nature that should provide us with an incredible
sense of comfort and confidence.
However, it's one that might catch many Christians by surprise - one
that to many would seem out of keeping with a Heavenly Father who is
Unwaveringly Righteous and Absolutely Just, that is to say, a Heavenly
Father who never has and never will do anything wrong and who does
not let anything slip by, who takes absolutely everything into account.
The qualities of Righteousness and Justice don't seem to leave
much 'wiggle room.'
And yet, wiggle room there is!
The marvelous trait of our Abba in Heaven that I would have us
'Apprehend' (take into mental custody) today as expressed in
Today Key Concept is simply this ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"OUR ABBA IS SYMPATHETIC ... SURPRISINGLY SYMPATHETIC"
TO THE HUMAN CONDITION
SYMPATHETIC: Understanding, Sensitive, Supportive

Knowing what He knows about us, He's willing to
"CUT us a little SLACK."

Isn't that good to know?
But is it true?
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Does our Heavenly Abba really 'Sympathize with us in our Human
Condition'? Does He actually make provision for us? Does He,
in fact, at times, 'Cut Us A Little Slack'?
What knowledge about us does He have that causes this
'Sympathetic Response'?
Check out ...
TODAY'S FIRST KEY SCRIPTURE ...

"As a FATHER has compassion on his children, so the Lord
has compassion on those who fear him; for he KNOWS
how we are formed, he remembers that we are DUST."
(Psalm 103:13-14)
So, the very Father who has by His Holy Spirit given us birth into
His Family never forgets the stuff we are made out of even as
His Spirit is busily working to build something completely new
within us.
So, the Father can and does 'Sympathize with us' for He thoroughly
understands our human condition. He feels compassion for us.
Here's a ...
SECOND KEY SCRIPTURE ...

"For we do NOT have a High Priest who is unable to empathize
(sympathize) with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
TEMPTED in every way, just as we are ... Let us then approach God's
throne of Grace with confidence ..."
(Hebrews 4:15-16)
So ... Sympathetic response is a family trait!
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Our Heavenly Abba can say:
'My own Son was LOWERED into that Human Condition.
I felt great SYMPATHY towards Him.
I sought to 'CUT Him some SLACK' whenever I could.'

Jesus, that willingly 'lowered' Son of God, can say:

'I KNOW what it is like to be FOUND in the Human Condition.
It's an entirely different EXISTENCE.'
I can SYMPATHIZE with all who experience it.
I also KNOW that 'Abba' sympathizes with all who are in it.
This morning I would have us focus our attention upon three very
'Dusty' moments in Jesus' Life - moments when Jesus Himself
experienced some of the Challenges of the Human Condition.
The Devil zeroed in on three such 'Challenges' during Jesus'
40 Days of Preparation in the Wilderness. (Matthew 4:1-11)
CHALLENGE ONE: The Desires/The Needs of the BODY
"Make yourself some bread - feed and satisfy yourself."

CHALLENGE TWO: The Desire/Need to walk by SIGHT not by FAITH
"Throw yourself down - Prove to yourself that it's true."

CHALLENGE THREE: The Desire/Need for HONOR and GLORY
"All the kingdoms of the earth will I give you."

Those were not easily handled moments humanly speaking:
CONSIDER THE SPECIFIC CONDITIONS JESUS WAS EXPERIENCING ...

* Jesus was at the point of STARVATION His body was desperate for FOOD.
* Jesus would be DOUBTED and DENIED PROOF of his identity would be very helpful.
* Jesus could have taken the EASY way If he would worship SATAN - All nations would worship HIM!
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Jesus withstood each and every one ... He handed things brilliantly and
Biblically. He models for us how we ourselves should handle temptation.
But he also modeled something else.
He modeled one who knew His Heavenly Father
looked upon him sympathetically ...
He modeled for us one who knew that His Heavenly Father
understood the Human Condition.
And because He 'knew' His Heavenly Abba in that way,
he also 'knew' that he could 'count on' His Heavenly Abba's
Sympathetic Intervention in his life.
He knew that when 'The going got tough humanly speaking,'
His Heavenly Abba would indeed 'Cut him a little slack.'
Our 'ABBA' would have us 'Know Him' in that way as well.
Consider with me now these ...
FOUR INTERVENTIONS OF OUR SYMPATHETIC ABBA:

1. ABBA INTERVENED ON JESUS' BEHALF IN THE WILDERNESS
"Angels came and attended him."
(Matthew 4:11)

Note the use of the plural here ... 'Angels' came and attended him.
Did the Father send the entire 'Heavenly Choir' who 'Announced
His Birth' to announce the 'Beginning of His Earthly Ministry'?
Did they come 'Singing the Praises' of this Incredibly Righteous
and Dedicated Human Being who had just withstood
40 Days of the Devil's Best Shots?
How encouraging that would have been!
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Their message might well have been ...
"Though you are in the 'Human Condition,'
you have triumphed over its weakness
and brought Glory to ABBA Himself!
2. ABBA INTERVENED ON JUSUS' BEHALF ON THE MOUNTAIN
"Elijah and Moses appeared with him."
(Mark 9:4)

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke all record this moment.
All of them place it at the very end of Jesus' public ministry.
John tells us in his insightful gospel that it was also at the very end of
Jesus' public ministry that Jesus' experienced a great 'Falling Away'
of those who had once identified as disciples of his.
Humanly speaking, it was a most difficult time.
And so, Jesus' ABBA sent two Great Old Testament Saints to assure him
that he was the ONE and that all these things were part of the PLAN.

3. ABBA INTERVENTED ON JESUS' BEHALF IN THE GARDEN
"An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him."
(Luke 22:43)

Humanly speaking, it was 'Touch and Go' whether Jesus
would ever make it out of the Garden ...
He was 'sorrowful' he said, 'To the Point of Death.'
Luke tells us that it was 'after the angel strengthened him' that
he entered into that deep prayer agony when he literally sweat
'great drops of blood.'
4. ABBA HAS INTERVENED ON OUR BEHALF BY SENDING PNEUMA
"I will ask the Father and He will give you another
companion to be with you forever."
(John 14:16)
129

And that is exactly what our Heavenly ABBA has done!
He has provided Divine Companionship for us.
He has provided ONE who will experience every moment
of our Human Condition with us - ONE who will
understand it and enable us to deal with it.
NOW LET'S 'PERSONALIZE IT' A BIT:

"Your Heavenly Father knows your frame;
He remembers that you are but dust."
He knows that you can and do at times feel weak;
He knows that you can and do at times feel pain;
He knows that you can and do at times feel sorrow;
He knows that you can and do at times feel frustration;
He knows that you can and do at times feel overwhelmed;
He knows that you can and do experience the fullness
of the human condition.
He knows and He sympathizes with you and He provides for you
through His very personal Spirit and very possibly at times
even through angels themselves.
What a Sensitive - Surprisingly Sympathetic - ABBA!

I trust that each of us is ready now for the affirmation expressed
in today's Final Thot ...
Final Thot ...
"My Abba is Sympathetic ... Surprisingly Sympathetic"

- I will take comfort in KNOWING that
He thoroughly understands and sympathizes with
the Human Condition in which I FIND myself -
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS WEALTHY ... FABULOUSLY WEALTHY "
(Psalm 24:1; Psalm 50:10; Luke 20:9; Malachi 3:10; 1 Timothy 5:8; Proverbs 14:21; Proverbs 6:6-8)

Intro ... As continue on in our quest to "Apprehend Abba,' consider ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
OUR ABBA IS WEALTHY ... Fabulously Wealthy
- There is no one on EARTH even CLOSE Not Jeff Bezos, the owner of Amazon, who is the richest man in the world at
$130 Billion or Bill Gates of Microsoft fame who comes in second at a mere
$96 Billion or any of the other 2,153 Billionaires on the planet. Even added all
together, they fall far short of our Heavenly Abba's 'Fabulous Wealth.'

As Born-Again Children of a Fabulously Wealthy Heavenly Abba
consider with me these ...
THREE KEY REALITIES ON THIS FIRSTFRUITS SUNDAY ...
1. OUR ABBA OWNS EVERYTHING

"The earth is the Lord's and everything in it,
the world and all who dwell in it."
(Psalm 24:1)
"For every animal of the forest is mine
and the cattle on a thousand hills."
(Psalm 50:10)
What a statement!
The wealth of our Heavenly Abba cannot be compared to the wealthiest
of men because the wealth of our Heavenly Abba contains all the wealth
of those men as well as all the riches to be found anywhere on the earth!
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The Bible would laugh at the concept of personal wealth and the
testimonies of so-called 'Self-Made Men.'
Here's the story picture that Jesus painted on the subject ...
2. OUR ABBA IS AN ABSENTEE OWNER WHO HAS
ENTRUSTED HIS WEALTH TO OTHERS

"A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers
and went away for a long time."
(Luke 20:9)
In contrast to the politicians who a few years ago created a furor
by saying to inventive, highly productive people:
"You didn't build that."
Jesus would say:
"You don't own that ...
You are in the employ of another.
You are managing someone else's resources.
What you call 'Your Own' really belongs to Another.'
You are accountable to Him for your management of His Resources."
Our Abba has entrusted a portion of His Fabulous Wealth to each of us.
This applies to all people but today I would specifically focus our
attention upon those of us who are His Born-Again Children.
It's vitally important that we who call him 'Abba' come to grips
with this Third Key Reality ...
Just time to 'touch on these things' this morning ...
Take time to ponder them this week ...
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3. OUR ABBA HAS ESTABLISHED RULES
FOR WEALTH MANAGEMENT

* TITHING IS FUNDAMENTAL
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this ... and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room to store it."
(Malachi 3:10)

This is the principle by which our Heavenly Abba operates His vast estate.
This is the practice by which Abba funds his earthly enterprises: Tithing.
Linda and I were raised on it (She even tithed her 'Birthday money') and
we have lived by it. The easiest paycheck to tithe is your very first one.

* CARING FOR FAMILY AND THE NEEDY IS VITAL
"But if any provide not for his own ... he has denied the faith,
and is worse than an infidel."
(1 Timothy 5:8)

WOW ... Failing to provide for those who depend upon us is worse than
getting messed up doctrinally! Doctrinal Truth doesn't negate negligence.

"Blessed is the one who is kind to the needy."
(Proverbs 14:21)

It is always a good use of money to assist with those who are truly in need.
Our Abba loves to see His wealth used in that way! Our taxes do much of this.

* SAVING IS EXPECTED - DON'T SPEND ALL YOU MAKE
"Go to the ant ... consider its ways and be wise ... It stores its
provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest."
(Proverbs 6:6-8)

PRINCIPLE: Live on 70% on your gross pay
10% tithe; 10% taxes; 10% savings ... 70% living expenses
Your first month of independent living is the easiest to budget.

Final Thot ...

"My Abba is ... Fabulously Wealthy"
- I will REMEMBER that all I have is His;
I will MANAGE whatever I have in ways that HONOR Him 133

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS TRUSTWORTHY...PREEMINENTLY TRUSTWORTHY "
(Job 13:15; Psalm 20:7; Luke 23:46; John 3:16; 2 Peter 1:3; 1 Peter 5:7; 2 Cor. 6:17-18)

Intro ... Today we continue our quest to 'Apprehend Abba' ... to 'Capture
the Concept and the Reality of an intimate Child-Like Relationship
with Our Father God.'

So far, we have encountered and sought to take into mental custody
(as it were) 21 Aspects of our Abba Father's nature. Each of them
contributes to our understanding of our Heavenly Father and
draws us deeper into the enjoyment of Eternal Life itself.
Today I would introduce us to the 22nd.
It's identified in ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
OUR ABBA IS TRUSTWORTHY ... Preeminently Trustworthy
- He will NEVER let you DOWN -

Sooner or later the question: "Who can I trust?" is raised in each
of us.
"Who can I count on? Who will stand by me and stay with me
no matter what? Who is worthy of my trust - my very life?"
Today we declare that our Heavenly Abba is such a ONE.
We can trust Him with our very lives ... The modifying adverb
'Preeminently' communicates that He is the most trustworthy
there is, for that is what the word "Preeminent' means.
PREEMINENT - Of Highest Quality or Standing,
Worthy of great Honor or Regard

'Trusting God' has long been part of 'Knowing God' even by some
who did not and could not 'Know Him' as well as we can today.
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Consider Today's Key Scriptures ...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...
* "Though He SLAY me, yet will I TRUST Him"
(Job 13:15)

Those words were spoken in ancient times by the Patriarch Job who
was put through the most severe test of faith. Job was saying in effect:
'Though I don't know what is going on or why I am going through
what I am going through, I know my God well enough to know that
He doesn't make mistakes and so I will trust him in this no matter what.'

Job knew that His God - The God of the Universe - The Heavenly Father
Himself was trustworthy - preeminently trustworthy - and Job never
wavered from that though those around him urged him to.
Some 1000 years or more after Job,
King David identified the same trait in The God of Israel ...
Here's what David wrote during a time of national stress ...
* "Some trust in CHARIOTS and some in HORSES but
We trust in the NAME of the Lord Our God."
(Psalm 20:7)

This is the man who as a shepherd boy took on a lion and a bear
in the defense of his flock. David was the one who as a young man
armed primarily by the power of His God's Awesome Name
faced up to the giant Goliath.
David knew that His God - the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
was trustworthy - preeminently trustworthy - and David
placed his trust completely in Him.
David knew that the God of Israel would never 'Let Him Down.'
David knew that the God of Israel delighted in responding
to the Trust His People placed in Him.
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The Third Key Scripture I would draw our attention to this morning
contains what I consider to be the greatest 'Faith Statement'
found anywhere in the Scripture.
It was the last of the seven great statements Jesus made
from the cross.
"Father, into your Hands,
I COMMIT (entrust) my Spirit."
(Luke 23:46)

Those were words spoken by ONE who had just taken upon himself
all of sin's ugliness - ONE who had become sin for us - One who became
the target for all of the Father's Righteous Wrath towards sin.
If Job's words: "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him" are impressive to
us, how about these that Jesus surely could have said:
'Though He has just poured out His Full Wrath upon me and though
He has turned His Face from me due to the sin that has been placed upon me
and though He has for these past three hours completely abandoned me
so that I might feel the full horror of His Judgment upon sin,
yet will I and yet do I TRUST HIM!'

Jesus knew that His Heavenly Father - His Abba - was trustworthy preeminently trustworthy.
Jesus knew that His Heavenly Father - His Abba - would carry out
the plan that Father, Son and Spirit had agreed to before the world
ever came into being.
Man would need a Savior, a Substitutionary Sacrifice, and the Son
of God would be the ONE to come and fulfill that role and make that
sacrifice for man and take the Wrath of God upon Himself and yet ...
when "IT WAS FINISHED" the Son would be wonderfully and
gloriously restored to Fellowship and Favor.
Knowing that His Heavenly Abba was Trustworthy - Preeminently
Trustworthy - Jesus confidently released His Spirit into His Father's Care.
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And, as Jesus did so confidently exercise His Trust in the ONE that he
knew to be Preeminently Trustworthy, He (along with Job and David
as well as countless others) left us an example that we should
'Follow In His Steps.'
It only follows, doesn't it, that if our Heavenly Abba is Preeminently
Trustworthy, we should actually 'Put Our Trust In Him"?
Indeed, it does ...
Consider with me 'Four Life-Shaping Applications' that grow out of
our understanding that Our Heavenly Abba is absolutely,
preeminently Trustworthy.
Here they are:
FOUR LIFE-SHAPING APPLICATIONS ...

Hopefully, they are already 'Shaping Our Lives.'
BECAUSE MY 'ABBA' IS PREEMINENTLY TRUST-WORTHY ...
1. I WILL TRUST MY ABBA FOR MY SALVATION

"For God (the Father) so LOVED the world that He gave
His One and Only Son that whosoever believes in Him
shall NOT perish but have everlasting life."
(John 3:16)

Never can we nor ever will we 'exhaust' the significance of that
most familiar Bible verse.
Our 'Abba' is the architect of our salvation. Our Heavenly Abba
(as we saw some months ago) is 'Lavishly Loving' and our salvation
was born in and is secured by His Loving Heart.
Our salvation is not secured by 'Good Works' on our part or by our
connection to some earthly institution ... Our salvation is secured by
the resolute love of our absolutely Trustworthy Heavenly Abba.
As long as He remains a God of Love, our Salvation is secure.
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So, let's trust Him for it ... He will never let us lose it ...
His loving heart has wrapped itself tightly around all who are His.
Now for the Second Life-Shaping Application:
BECAUSE MY 'ABBA' IS PREEMINENTLY TRUST-WORTHY ...
2. I WILL TRUST MY ABBA FOR MY SANCTIFICATION

"His Divine Power has given us EVERYTHING
we need for LIFE and godliness ..."
(2 Peter 1:3)

'Sanctification' (the process of becoming Christlike) goes hand in hand
with 'Salvation' (the process of us being forgiven of sins and being given
'spiritual birth' into the family of God).

Our Heavenly Father desires us to walk in the 'Footsteps of His Son,
Jesus' and has provided the means whereby we can do just that.
His 'Divine Power' (code language for the Holy Spirit) has been made
available to us - our Almighty Companion comes to us fully equipped
for every spiritual contingency.
He comes with the task and the privilege of 'Conforming us to the
very image of Christ' so that Jesus might be just the 'First' of many
'God-Honoring and God-Revealing Human Beings' on this earth.
Our Abba Father has set in motion a process to bring that about.
Whatever we need to live 'God-Honoring and God-Revealing Lives'
the Holy Spirit has been sent to provide.
We can 'Trust' in our Heavenly Abba's Provision!
Consider now the Third Life-Shaping application ...
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BECAUSE MY 'ABBA' IS PREEMINENTLY TRUST-WORTHY ...
3. I WILL TRUST MY ABBA FOR MY SUPPLICATION

"Cast all your ANXIETIES upon Him
because He CARES for you."
(1 Peter 5:7)

However, if Jesus Himself could at times feel overwhelmed by the
immensity of the task (think Garden of Gethsemane), we should not
imagine that we never will.
And at such times, our Heavenly Father is worthy of our Trust ...
Cry out to Him and seek His Re-assurance that all will be well - know
that His eye is upon you and that His heart is wrapped around you.
And now Fourthly and finally this morning ...
BECAUSE MY 'ABBA' IS PREEMINENTLY TRUST-WORTHY ...
4. I WILL TRUST MY ABBA FOR MY SEPARATION

" ... Come out from among them and be separate ...
touch no UNCLEAN thing ... I will be a Father to you ..."
(2 Corinthians 6:17-18)

It only stands to reason that we will become as repulsed by 'Unclean
Things' as our Heavenly Father is ... His favorites will become ours.
Just like children 'root for the teams' their father 'roots for,' those
who truly come to "Know" their Heavenly Father will do the same.
He will not have to 'rip our hands off' the unclean thing for we will
want nothing to do with it. Separation from 'sinful things' and
'worldly perspectives' will come naturally.
We can Trust Him for that.
Final Thot ...
"My Abba is Trustworthy ... Preeminently Trustworthy"
- I will REST myself completely in His CARE -
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS UNDENIABLE ...UTTERLY UNDENIABLE"
(Ps. 53:1; Ps. 19:1; Psalm 134:14; Ro. 2:15; Gen. 3:15, 12:2; I Jn. 3:5; 2 Chron. 17:16; Ro. 1:28)

Intro ... Today, as we continue in the Great Quest that we are on - the
quest "To truly 'Know our Heavenly Abba' that way Jesus knew Him," I would turn our attention for a few moments to the most fundamental
of all the various aspects of our Infinite Father's Nature that we might
seek to 'Apprehend.'

It's the one that we might well have started our quest with, but it seems
to me perfectly placed right here in the midst of our efforts.
It's expressed in ...

TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

" OUR ABBA IS UNDENIABLE ... Utterly Undeniable"
- Only the FOOLS of this world DENY His EXISTENCE -

Let me point out that that is not just my opinion on the subject,
it's God's!
Here's how our Heavenly Father's Holy Spirit expressed it in ...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURE ...

"The FOOL has said 'There is no GOD.'"
Psalm 53:1
Now if you read through the Book of Proverbs, you will discover many
other things that 'Fools' say and do but nothing is more central to their
identity and destiny than this statement found in Psalm 53.
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To deny the existence of God is the most 'Foolish' thing that a human
being can do and yet a great many human beings do it and many more
live their lives as though it were true which is equally bad.
This morning I would have us consider the scope of the 'God-Deniers'
foolishness ... The incredible life realities that the Fool must discount
or ignore in order to maintain his Atheism.
Consider with me ...
SEVEN THINGS 'FOOLS' FAIL TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT WHEN DENYING
THE EXISTENCE OF GOD ...
1. THE IMMENSITY OF THE UNIVERSE DECLARES HIS EXISTENCE
"The heavens declare the glory of God" - Psalm 19:1

When David wrote those words, he had no idea of the immensity of
the universe - no idea how far 'the heavens' extended. Men today still
don't though through their incredible telescopes they can see mindboggling distances. And it's that 'mind-boggling' aspect of things
that makes it incredibly difficult to believe that the universe just
'happened' somehow.
The principle of 'Cause and Effect' is fundamental to man's
understanding of everything ... How can that principle simply be
'set aside' when it comes to the biggest 'Effect' of all?
And yet that's something the 'Foolishness of Atheism' requires men
to do. Many are the 'Fools' who do it.
2. THE COMPLEXITY OF THE HUMAN BODY DECLARES HIS EXISTENCE
"We are fearfully and wonderfully made" - Psalm 139:14

Here too the Psalmist' words extended far beyond the knowledge
of his day.
If he could have looked through the incredible devices available in our
world today at the complexity inside even a so-called single cell ...
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If he could have understood the complexity of the genetic code and the
trillions upon trillions of possibilities and functions that code directs, he
would have written those words in the largest of CAPITOL LETTERS!
Such complex DESIGN - such intricacy of function - such interdependence of trillions of cells and organisms and processes declares undeniably the existence of a most brilliant DESIGNER.
How can one simply 'Ignore the Evidence'?
And yet that is something that the 'Foolishness of Atheism' requires
men to do. Many are the 'Fools' who do it.
3. THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE MORAL LAW EMBEDDED IN
EVERY HUMAN BEING DECLARES HIS EXISTENCE
"(The gentiles) have the requirements of the law written on their hearts."
(Romans 2:15)

The 'Moral Law' predates the formulation of any societal law ... Man has
embedded within himself a 'Consciousness of Right and Wrong.' He
also has embedded within himself the 'Conviction' that he ought to do
the thing that he considers right. He feels shame and loss when he
violates the standards he has adopted. It's a universal reality all societies on earth experience it.
The universal presence of the 'Moral Law' declares the Existence of a
Law-Giver and the presence of a Law-Giver would certainly suggest the
Existence of a Life-Evaluator: One who will determine whether man has
lived up to the dictates of the universal moral law or not.
Mankind has incorporated laws and even created religious systems
based upon it ... The Eastern Religions embracing of Karma and
Re-Incarnation is actually a pagan attempt to deal with this reality.
This inner directive simply cannot be denied ...
Man seeks ways to deal with it.
And yet the 'Foolishness of Atheism' requires man to deny the reality
behind this universal inner impulse. Many are the 'Fools' who do so.
So, in their Denial of the Existence of God, the Atheists of the world must
ignore the fact that:
142

The Immensity of the Universe Declares His Existence
(and the fact that)

The Complexity of the Human Body Declares His Existence
(and the fact that)

The Universality of the Moral Law embedded in every human being
Declares His Existence
Those Three ought to be enough to show the 'Foolishness of Atheism'
and the incredible irrational effort it takes to maintain it but
there's more - much more.
In their Denial of the Existence of God, the Atheists of the world
must ignore the fact that:
4. THE IMPROBABILITY OF FULFILLED BIBLICAL PROPHECY
DECLARES HIS EXISTENCE
"(The seed of the woman) will crush your head" - Genesis 3:15
"I will make of you a great nation" ... Genesis 12:2

Entire books have been written and entire lives devoted to the study
of Biblical Prophecy and the improbability of its fulfillment.
Prophecies made thousands of years before their fulfillment are
recorded in the Scripture. Hundreds of them refer to the Life and
Ministry of Jesus Christ.
I remember reading some years ago that the chance of all the
prophecies that were fulfilled in the Person of Jesus Christ being
fulfilled would be same as the chance of you finding a single marked
coin that was hidden in a field of coins the size of the state of Texas
to a depth of three feet.
Fulfilled Biblical Prophecy cries out the Existence of a
'Circumstance-Controlling' Almighty God.
The 'Foolishness of Atheism' requires mankind to see such fulfillment
as mere co-incidence. Many are the 'Fools' who do so.
5. THE IMPECCABILITY OF JESUS CHRIST DECLARES HIS EXISTENCE
"There is no sin in him." - 1 John 3:5
"I find no fault in him" ... said Pilate who interrogated him.
"No one every spoke like him" ... said the temple guards sent to arrest him.
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"No one ever died like him." ... said the Centurion who crucified him.
"Surely he was the Son of God."

Jesus Christ was the perfect expression of humanity - unlike any other.
Man brought into the presence of perfection is caused to confess that
there is indeed a standard of perfection and that this one, Jesus, has
achieved it and also that he claimed that it was only by the Power
of God that he had done so.
Jesus' perfect life and the testimony he gave declares God's Existence.
This too the 'Foolishness of Atheism' requires man to lay aside and
many are the 'Fools' who do so.
Here now is a Sixth Thing that Atheists fail to take into account when
denying the Existence of God ...
6. THE UNLIKELIHOOD OF ONE'S PERSONAL TESTIMONY
DECLARES HIS EXISTENCE.
"Who am I that you have brought me this far?"
(2 Chronicles 17:16)

Those words of amazement have been repeated by untold thousands
of believers over the years.
"Who am I and Who are we that the Almighty God
has so intervened in our lives."
"He has opened our eyes to our need of salvation.
He has revealed to us His Plan of Salvation.
He has brought us spiritual birth by His Own Life-Giving Spirit.
He has taken complete control of our lives and worked out the events
of our lives in such a way that we look back with amazement and delight.
None of these things have been anticipated ahead of time and certainly
of none of them have we felt worthy."

God intervenes in the lives of human beings and that fact simply
cannot be denied for those who testify to it are too many to be
discounted.
This week, Linda and I are returning for the first time in 50 years
to the place where some of our Heavenly Abba's most significant
interventions in our lives were made.
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Both of us arrived at Wheaton College in the most unlikely
of circumstances - That we would meet and marry one another
was perhaps the most unlikely of them all.
I'm sure that we will be filled with fresh feelings of wonder and delight.
Those who would 'Wrap themselves up in the Foolishness of Atheism'
must discount thousands upon thousands of such human testimonies
and yet many are the 'Fools' who do so.
And now as we conclude this message this morning, allow me to draw
your attention to this final most important 'Thing' that those who deny
the existence of God fail to take into account ...
7. THE INSANITY OF ANY ATHEISTIC EXPLANATION DECLARES HIS
EXISTENCE "God gave them over to a reprobate mind" - Romans 1:28

The insanity - the idiocy - of the atheist's explanation of how life came
to be and how the conditions of life can be explained drives one to
embrace the very thing that they so emphatically deny. Here are the
two most prominent.
The Theory of Evolution:
"Simple cells (of which we now know there are none) gradually became more and
more complex due to mutation (which is almost always destructive) until the
complexity of life as we know it today was achieved.

The Big Bang Theory:
"Once upon a time, the entire universe (which always proves itself to be bigger than
we previously thought) was contained in a space smaller than a sand grain."

Each of those 'Theories' requires a certain level of insanity to believe
them but the mind that denies God finds 'Insanity' to be eminently
believable. Many are the 'Fools' who do so.
The atheist should simply 'Throw up his hands in surrender' but he won't
because he much prefers 'Man's Foolishness' to God's Wisdom.
But we will enthusiastically assert (as does our Final Thot) ...
Final Thot ...

"My Abba is ... Utterly Undeniable"
- I will CONFIDENTLY affirm His EXISTENCE 145

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS MERCIFUL ... MAGNIFICENTLY MERCIFUL"
(Lamentations 3:22; Romans 3:23; Psalm 130:3; Exodus 33:19; Luke 18:13; 1 Peter 2:10)

Intro ... Today we begin the 'Home Stretch' of our Apprehending Abba
Series ... Six messages remain - I've saved what I believe to be some of
the very best 'til last.

I'm excited for us to discuss the attribute of our Heavenly Abba that's
revealed in Today's Key Concept and here it is ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

" OUR ABBA IS MERCIFUL ... Magnificently Merciful"
- He delights in extending MERCY to those who ASK Just think about that for a moment,
"He delights in extending mercy to those who ask!"
We are going to see that the Scripture says exactly that!
God's mercy is not something that we have to beg and plead for.
"Our Heavenly Abba delights in extending mercy to those who ask."
But what is 'Mercy' - How do we define it?
Here's Today's Definition ...
MERCY: The REMOVAL or the lessening of CONSEQUENCE.
"Not giving us what our sins DESERVE"

And now in light of that wonderful Key Concept, consider these
foundational Scriptures - Today's Key Scriptures ...
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TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURE ...

"It is (because of) the Lord's MERCIES that we
are not consumed ...'" - Lamentations 3:22
The prophet Jeremiah who wrote this Book of Laments understood
the ramifications of the nation's disobedience. They were in the midst
of judgment, but Jeremiah knew that the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob was a merciful God ... He would lift His Heavy Hand of
Discipline before the nation was completely destroyed.
* * * * * * * *
"We do not make REQUESTS of you because we are
RIGHTEOUS but because of your great MERCY." - Daniel 9:18
Daniel understood the basis of our appeal for help, didn't he?
It's not that we deserve any of His Blessings but that
He mercifully gives them!
* * * * * * * *
Who is a God like you who PARDONS sin and forgives (transgressions)?
You ... DELIGHT to show mercy." - Micah 7:18
That insight alone is enough for us to acknowledge that Micah was
no 'Minor Prophet' ... The Spirit opened his eyes to the very essence
of our Heavenly Abba's heart. He delights in showing mercy!
Jeremiah, Daniel and Micah stand as ancient witnesses to the fact that
'Our Heavenly Abba is Magnificently Merciful' ...
'Magnificently Expressed Mercy' is a fundamental part of His Nature.

As we revel in that fact this morning and in the days ahead, let's ...
CONSIDER THESE FIVE REALITIES:
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1. MERCY IS REQUIRED BY THE HUMAN CONDITION ...

Here's how the Apostle Paul was led to express the reason
for that reality ...
"For all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God."
(Romans 3:23)

When the Apostle Paul wrote those words, he was well aware of these
words from the Psalmist ...
"If you, Lord, kept a record of wrongs, who could stand?"
(Psalm 130:3)

The truth is:

All of us have sinned. We have 'fallen short' of God's Own Perfection
and of God's Original Intention for us. Apart from His merciful
actions, there is no way that any of us could or ever would
'Stand in His Presence.'
And even if our record might not contain any of the truly grievous sins
of a fallen humanity, our heart contains the sin of independence.
We, by nature, fail to acknowledge God's Ownership of and
Authority over our lives and that is the greatest and most
fundamental 'sin' of all.
Just two days ago, I had the opportunity to share that reality
with a 90-year-old woman who openly acknowledged her lack
of submission to God though she equally openly denied that
she had ever done anything truly wrong.
The Spirit of God enabled her to recognize that her sin
of independence was enough to keep her from heaven.
She prayed with me to surrender her life to the ONE
who would mercifully forgive her and receive her.
I believe that our Heavenly Father did so with delight!
Indeed, 'Mercy is Required By the Human Condition.'
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Consider now this Second Great Reality regarding
Our Magnificently Merciful Abba ...
2. MERCY IS INITIATED IN THE FATHER'S WILL ...

"I will have mercy upon whom I will have mercy."
Exodus 33:19/Romans 9:15
God first spoke those words to Moses in response to Moses' request
to "See God's Glory."
No other human being had been granted such a request though Isaiah
came close in his vision of the Lord (Isaiah 6) and Peter, James and
John came close when they saw the Glory of Jesus on the
Mount of Transfiguration.
It was the Father's Will to allow Moses to see what no other man
ever saw.
The Apostle Paul picked up on that Old Testament account of God's
merciful action and applied it to the workings of God in the world
of men in general.
God the Father determines the application of His Mercy.
His Hand cannot be forced or swayed.
Our Abba's Mercy is initiated in Our Abba's Will.
His Will determines everything.
However, lest we think that it is all 'Set in Stone' and that man is but
a victim of a capricious God, our Third Reality identifies a clarifying
wonder - a wonder that grows out of the fact that our Heavenly Abba
is intensely personal and lavishly loving and nearly infinitely patient.
And here it is ... A truly wondrous thing ...
3. MERCY IS STIMULATED BY THE CRY OF SINFUL MAN ...

"Lord, be merciful to me a sinner."
(Luke 18:13)
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That was the simple, desperate prayer of a 'Publican' - a tax-collector.
Tax Collectors were despised men in Jesus' day for they were Jewish
men in the employ of the hated Roman Government.
Jesus tells the story as though it really happened and actually it could
have happened way more than once.
This despised man, who knew his sin and shame, cried out to God
for mercy for he knew that his very life was an offence to God.
Jesus contrasted this man with a proud, revered pharisee who also
stood in the temple to pray that day ... The pharisee asked for no mercy
for (in his mind) he needed none and in his prayer he revealed why.
He came to the temple not for mercy but for commendation.
He boasted to God of all that he had done.
The publican/tax collector smote himself on his chest as he prayed;
The Pharisee patted himself on his back as he prayed.
Jesus said that the publican was the one who touched the Father's
heart.
The Publican/Tax Collector obviously touched Jesus' heart as well
for His Heart mirrored his Father's.
Since Jesus Christ was 'God in the Flesh' and since Jesus on one occasion
said to Philip: "He who has seen me has seen the Father," it only follows
that our message today should continue with this Fourth Great Reality ...
4. MERCY WAS DEMONSTRATED IN THE SON'S LIFE ...

"Lord, have mercy" - numerous gospel encounters
Time this morning to just identify a few ...
Jesus heard that cry voiced by:

Two blind men desperate for help (Matt. 9)
A Canaanite mother of a demon-possessed daughter (Matt. 15)
The father of a demon-possessed son (Matt. 17)
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The demon-possessed man bound in chains (Mark 10)
The ten lepers who cried out to him from afar (Luke 17)
In every case, mercy was extended, and the burden was lifted.
The writer of the Book of Hebrews expressed it this way:

"The son is the radiance of God's (The Father's) Glory
and the exact representation of His Being ..."
(Hebrews 1:3)

During the days of His Earthly Ministry, Jesus contained and
demonstrated the same 'Magnificently Merciful Heart'
as does His (and our) Heavenly Abba.
And now for the Fifth and Final and the most personal and applicable
of Today's Great Realities ...
5. MERCY BECOMES THE BELIEVER'S TESTIMONY ...

"Once you had not received mercy, but now
you have received mercy."
(1 Peter 2:10)

In a word, that is our most essential testimony:
"I have received (I am continually receiving) mercy from God."
"My Heavenly Abba has mercifully forgiven me of my sins."
My Heavenly Abba has mercifully granted me a home in heaven."
"My Heavenly Abba has mercifully sent His Spirit to companion me."
"My Heavenly Abba has mercifully promised me strength for every trial."
" Indeed, I have received and am continually receiving mercy
from my Magnificently Merciful Heavenly Abba!"

Final Thot ...

"My Abba is ... Magnificently Merciful"
-I will never FORGET what He has LIFTED from my shoulders 151

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS GRACIOUS ... INCONCEIVABLY GRACIOUS"
(I Cor. 12:9; 2 Cor. 4:7-11; 2 Cor. 8:9; Ro. 8:32; 2 Cor. 5:21; Titus 2:11-12; Titus 3:7; Titus 2:13)

Intro ... Last Sunday I announced that we are entering 'The Homestretch'
of our 'Abba' Series. The final 'Abba Attribute' will be identified five weeks
from today.

By then we will have 'Apprehended" - that is, 'Taken into mental
captivity' thirty such understandings of our Heavenly Father.
All of them together will hopefully enable us ...
To CAPTURE the CONCEPT and the REALITY
of an intimate, child-like RELATIONSHIP
with our FATHER in HEAVEN
which has been the motivating passion behind this entire series.
Remember, Jesus Himself said that 'Eternal Life' consists of coming
to truly 'Know' our Abba Father - to know Him as he has indeed
revealed Himself to be - to know Him as He wants to be known.
Last week we discovered that Our Heavenly Abba is:
"MAGNIFICENTLY MERCIFUL" ...
He 'Lifts the Load of Consequence' from our shoulders.
He makes sure that we don't 'Get all that our sins deserve.'
Today, I would have us focus our attention upon Mercy's Partner Trait.

It's identified in Today's Key Concept ...
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TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

" OUR ABBA IS GRACIOUS ... Inconceivably Gracious"
Indeed, our Heavenly Abba is a Gracious God - He dispenses 'Grace'
by His Holy Spirit to all who are His. We could say: "Grace is what
'Fuels' the Christian Life - Grace is the Fuel upon which the Kingdom
of God runs and by which things for God get done."
THE TRUTH IS:

- His Grace TRANSFORMS everything it touches This morning we will consider Five Transformations
wrought by the Grace of our Inconceivably Gracious Abba.
But first, a definition:
GRACE: Spiritual POWER for spiritual PURPOSES.
- Giving us what we do not DESERVE and could never EARN -

Indeed: Our Heavenly Abba is Gracious - He is Inconceivably Gracious
- He grants us Power - Transforming Power - for Spiritual Purposes
and in so doing He freely gives us what we
do not deserve and could never earn!

Consider now with me ...
TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURE ...

"No eye has SEEN; no ear has HEARD; no mind has (ever)
CONCEIVED the things that God has prepared
for those who LOVE Him. But God has
REVEALED it to us by His SPIRIT."
(1 Corinthians 2:9-10)
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There's a tremendously foundational truth in that verse.
What God has done goes beyond what man can figure out - goes
beyond what man can imagine or even dare put into words.
That the God of all the Universe would behave in the ways that the Bible
says He has behaved is absolutely inconceivable to man - that a Holy
God would choose to use fallen men and women to serve His Purposes
is equally inconceivable, but He has and He has authorized His Holy
Spirit to inform us of His Gracious Actions.
And of course, here it the essential 'Point behind Point' ...
Only by the Holy Spirit's direct ministry in our lives can
God's Gracious Work be done.
The Spirit needs continual access to our eyes and ears and minds.
I have found nothing (outside of the Bible itself) that gives the Spirit that
kind of access to me better than 'Nudges and Hugs.' I read it every day
and I hear His Voice in it. I recommend it to you.
And now, Rejoice with me in these FIVE SPIRIT-GIVEN REVELATIONS ...
Five Revelations identifying how our Inconceivably Gracious God's
freely given Grace transforms our lives:
1. GOD'S GRACE TRANSFORMS OUR WEAKNESS INTO STRENGTH ...

"My grace is sufficient for you for my power is
made perfect in (your) weakness ..."
(2 Corinthians 12:9)

Long years ago now, I chose that as my 'Ministry Verse' ...
Little did I know at the time just how essential the truth of it would be.
Paul was in some dire straits (by his definition at least) ... He was dealing
with what He called his 'Thorn in the Flesh' - A 'Messenger from Satan'
he also dubbed it. He pleaded for God to show mercy and just remove it to ease this terrible torment. He was greatly 'weakened' by it and felt
that it was limiting, if not threatening His entire ministry.
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But rather than being merciful, Paul's Heavenly Abba chose to be
gracious. Rather than remove the Problem, our Abba chose to infuse
the situation with Power - with Spiritual Power for spiritual purpose.
Paul was energized by the 'Grace Given' by His Inconceivably Gracious
God ... Paul wound up actually retracting his request and embracing the
situation. Here's what he wrote in the very next verse:
"I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions,
in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong."
(2 Corinthians 12:10)

It was Pneuma Himself who whispered that Truth into Paul's heart
and who delivered that Grace into Paul's life.
Paul discovered he didn't just have to just 'grin and bear it' or just
'endure it' - God's grace actually transformed it into something
he could embrace with 'delight.'
So, Paul learned first-hand that the Grace given by His Inconceivably
Gracious Heavenly Father could and did Transform His Weakness
into Strength!
Here now is our Second Spirit-Given Revelation of the morning:
2. GOD'S GRACE TRANSFORMS OUR STRUGGLES INTO TRIUMPHS ...

"But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this
all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted but not abandoned;
struck down but not destroyed. We always carry around
in our body the death of Jesus, so that ... His life
may be revealed in our mortal body."
(2 Corinthians 4:7-11)
This was Paul writing eight chapters earlier in 2 Corinthians.
This was Paul musing over the amazing resilience possessed
by one in whom the Spirit of God is graciously producing the
Life of Christ which is, of course, His primary mission.
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It's somewhat like Paul's acknowledgement in his letter to the Ephesians
that when the 'Day of Evil' comes - when all that the devil or the evil
world system can throw your way has come - the goal is to be found
'Standing Firm' when the dust settles.
And as we know ... 'The last man standing is always the winner.'
So, by the Grace of our Inconceivably Gracious Heavenly Abba,
our struggles with the world, the flesh and even the Devil himself
are transformed into triumphs!
Here comes Spirit-Revealed Grace Revelation #3 ...
3. GOD'S GRACE TRANSFORMS OUR POVERTY INTO RICHES

"For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you,
through His poverty might become rich."
(2 Corinthians 8:9)

"He who did not spare His Own Son but freely gave Him up for us all how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?
(Romans 8:32)

Grace enriches ... It fills our pockets with the 'Coins' of the Kingdom.
Nothing that we as Born-Again Children of our Heavenly Abba are
expected to have will be too expense for us to obtain. Through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we have been made 'Spiritually Wealthy.'

Here's how Paul put it in his letter to the Romans chapter 8 verse 17:
"Now if we are (God's) children, then we are heirs heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ ..."
Indeed, God's Grace transformed our poverty into riches, even though
the bankers on earth can neither count it nor even acknowledge it!
Here now is how we are intended to spend that 'Spiritual Wealth" ...
4. GOD'S GRACE TRANSFORMS OUR SINFULNESS INTO RIGHTEOUSNESS

"God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us,
so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God."
(2 Corinthians 5:21)
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"For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.
It teaches us to say "NO" to ungodliness and worldly passions and to live
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age."
(Titus 2:11-12)

The 'Spiritual Riches' provided for us are first received at the cross.
Jesus Christ graciously exchanged his righteousness for our sinfulness.
He opened the door for those 'Spiritual Riches' to pour into our lives.
And with those 'Riches' we are able to 'Pay the Tuition' (as it were) on a
PHD level education in 'Righteous Living.' Those 'Riches' of God's Grace
'teach us', Paul says ...
"How to say 'No' to ungodliness and worldly passions and thus how
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age."
It's an on-going educational process - 'Professor Pneuma' holds class
every single day. The curriculum delivers transformational power
to all who will invest themselves in it. Spend your riches freely.
God's Grace can indeed transform our sinfulness into daily righteousness!

And now a final revelation which (really) should be no revelation at all:
5. GOD'S GRACE TRANSFORMS OUR HOPELESSNESS INTO HOPEFULNESS

"... so that, having been justified by His grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
(Titus 3:7)

"... we wait for the blessed hope - the glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ ..." (Titus 2:13)

The presence of 'HOPE' testifies to the experienced reality of GRACE.
GRACE indeed opens our eyes and our ears and our mind to hopegenerating realities - realities that were once inconceivable to us.
Realities that are absolutely and wonderfully transformational.
Final Thot ...

"My Abba is ... Inconceivably Gracious"
- I will RELY upon His Grace every DAY of my life 157

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS CREATIVE ... UNCEASINGLY CREATIVE"
(Revelation 21:5; Isaiah 64:8; Ephesians 2:10; Ephesians 1:15b; Romans 8:29b)

Intro ... Today we commemorate, we celebrate, we contemplate the
greatest act of love and mercy and grace ever taken on our behalf.
We commemorate, we celebrate, we contemplate the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God, for your sins and mine.

It was a sacrifice conceived in our Heavenly Abba's heart and mind
long before this world even came into being.
The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians chapter one that we were
'chosen in Christ before the creation of the world.'
That is, the need was anticipated, the plan was conceived, the script
was written, the appeal was voiced by the Father and the commitment
to come and give himself was made by the Son long before the need
arose.
And all of that was, in large part, because of the marvelous truth
contained in Today's Key Concept ...

TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"Our Abba is CREATIVE ... Unceasingly Creative"

- He is never CONTENT with the STATUS QUO Even before any 'Status Quo' ever became the Status Quo,
our Unceasingly Creative Heavenly Abba was already
not content with it ...
He begins planning his next creative actions
long before any 'lesser being' is even aware
that they will be needed!
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TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURE ...

"Behold, I MAKE all things NEW."
(Revelation 21:5)

Now, that is one of our Abba's on-going occupations ...
He is engaged in Creating Newness continually.
This announcement, recorded in the next to the last
chapter of the very last book in the Bible, reveals an aspect
of our Heavenly Father that has been demonstrated
on almost every preceding page...
He is Unceasingly Creative.
He is never Content with the Status Quo!

And He is especially creative when dealing with the Status Quo
of a Fallen, Sin-Damaged World and with us who live in it.
THREE COMPELLING BIBLICAL IMAGES REVEAL THIS ASPECT OF OUR
HEAVENLY FATHER'S NATURE ...

* THE POTTER ... Creating a Vessel for SERVICE
"Yet You, O Lord, are our Father. We are the CLAY,
You are the POTTER; we are the WORK of your hands."
(Isaiah 64:8)

The potter always has a plan; he conceives the purpose before he puts
his hands to the clay, before he begins to turn the wheel.
The clay must be worked, the right amount of water must be added,
the shape must form and sometimes what was starting to look like
something must be mashed down and the work begun again.
Some of the clay becomes useful, though ordinary looking, pots essential for necessary daily tasks.
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Occasionally some of the clay becomes an award-winning piece fetching thousands of dollars from some pottery connoisseur.
The point is that our Heavenly Abba, through the hands-on efforts
of the Spirit He has sent to companion us, has us on His Potter's Wheel.
Refinements are continual and sometimes even complete alterations
of purpose made.

* THE ARTIST ... Creating a Masterpiece for DISPLAY
"We are God's WORKMANSHIP
created in Christ Jesus to do GOOD WORKS ..."
(Ephesians 2:10)

A Bible Professor I once had said that that verse should be translated:
"We are God's Masterpiece."
Picture Michelangelo’s 'Sistine Chapel' or Leonardo DaVinci’s 'Mona Lisa.'
That's what the Apostle Paul says we are to our Heavenly Father.
We are the canvas upon which He is painting.
And as the world marvels at the great art works of men, so our Heavenly
Abba would have the world marvel at us who follow in the footsteps of
Jesus - His Greatest Human Masterpiece.
The Angels in heaven already marvel ...
They understand the immensity of what the Father has accomplished
in 'Re-Painting' each of us according to His Mercy and Grace and
Wisdom and Will.
Some day we will be displayed (as it were)
in the Great Gallery in Heaven itself.
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Now though the Apostle Paul did not have access to today's terminology,
he certainly understood the reality of this final 'Abba Image' ...

* THE GENETICIST ... Creating a New Humanity for FELLOWSHIP
"His purpose was to create ... ONE NEW MAN (Humanity 2.0) ..."
(Ephesians 2:15b)

"That he (Jesus) might be the firstborn of MANY brothers."
(Romans 8:29b)

What fun and enlightenment we gained some months ago in our study
of the process by which our Heavenly Father would have us become
'Mirror Images' of His Son ... Perfected Humanity - way beyond that
lived by Adam and Eve.
Abba, by His Holy Spirit, is creatively transforming us day by day
into this 'Newness' so that Jesus would enjoy Fellowship with
'Many like Himself.'

Final Thot ...

"My Abba is ... Unceasingly Creative"
- I will EMBRACE every ALTERATION He makes in my LIFE -
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS JOYFUL ... CONTAGIOUSLY JOYFUL"
(Job 38:4/7; Psalm 16:11; 3 John 4; Isaiah 65:18; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Corinthians 15:24;
Nehemiah 8:10; Psalm 51:8; Psalm 30:11; Romans 15:13)

Intro ... Today I plan to preach a message that would have gotten me
expelled from several of the early American Colonies had I been around
to preach it there. The sober-faced Puritans would have had nothing to
do with it. Stern, heavy-handed legalistic believers would challenge it
even today. Those who emphasize God's Holiness and Righteousness to say nothing of man's sinfulness and the world's desperateness,
would consider it to be mere fluff.

But I'm going to preach it anyway because it's true and it reveals a most
incredible aspect of our Heavenly Father's Nature - one that lifts the
spirits and thrills the hearts of any who truly 'Apprehend' it.
So here it is expressed in ...
TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...

"Our Abba is JOYFUL ... Contagiously Joyful"
- His Joy OVERFLOWS into the HEARTS
of all who have come to KNOW Him -

One explanation (I would suggest the main one) for any born-again Children
of God being joyless is that they do not fully and completely 'Know God'
their Heavenly Father because:
"Our Abba is Joyful ... Contagiously Joyful and His Joy
overflows into the hearts of all who have come to Know Him."
In a sense, it's impossible to say that we 'Know God' if we don't
'Know' that great truth.
The Pharisees in Jesus' day didn't know it and that's one of the reasons
they had so much trouble accepting Him because he (like his heavenly
Abba) was characterized by an incredible sense of joy.
162

So, let's check it out ... let's just walk through the Scriptures as we seek to
verify this assertion that ...
OUR HEAVENLY ABBA IS A MOST JOYFUL BEING.

* When He looks BACKWARD in time, He feels JOY ...
He said to Job: "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the
earth ... when the morning stars sang together and the sons of God
shouted for joy?" - Job 38: 4 and 7
Oh, what a celebration that was!

How can we even begin to imagine the Glory of that moment - the Joy
that filled not only the Father's Heart but the hearts of all the Heavenly
Beings ...
The Morning Stars were singing praises to the Almighty - the entire
universe was resounding in response to the Father's creative actions.
That was the vision the Father shared with Job who, in his misery, was
trying to find a place to stand as he sought to 'make his case' before
the Almighty.
Oh, what a celebration that was ... The Father's Heart indeed fills with
Joy whenever he looks backward toward that moment.
Here's a second verification we can find in the Scripture for the
statement that our Heavenly Abba is a most Joyful Being.
* When He considers the PRESENT MOMENT, He feels JOY ...
"You make known to me the path of life;
You fill me with Joy in your presence." - Psalm 16:11
"I have no greater joy than to hear that my children
are walking in the truth." - 3 John 4
Oh, what a delight that is!
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Here we see the Psalmist truly 'apprehending' our Father as he draws
near to Him ... the Father 'makes known to him the path of life'
(Eternal Life) and fills him with the Joy that overflows from
the Father's own heart.
The Father is obviously delighted when those who truly believe
in Him and who seek to 'know Him' come into His Presence and
are impacted by Him.
John the Apostle demonstrated his family connection as he revealed
the same stirring of joy in his heart as he looked upon the faithful ones
who surrounded him as the fruit of his ministry.
What a delight to 'feel such joy' and to 'cause such joy' ...
You and I can bring great joy to those who are our 'spiritual parents'
even as we can bring great joy to our Heavenly Abba.
Here's the final verification that I would share this morning for our
affirmation that our Heavenly Abba is a most Joyful Being
* When He looks to the FUTURE, He feels JOY ...
"But be glad and rejoice in what I will create; for I will create
Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy." - Isaiah 65:18
"Who for the joy that was set before him endured ..." - Hebrews 12:2
"Then the end will come when he (Jesus) hands over the kingdom
to God the Father ... " - 1 Corinthians 15:24
Oh, what a day of rejoicing that will be!

All of creation will once again be caught up in joyful praise when the
glorious plan of God for man reaches fulfillment.
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The Son will proudly offer to His Father the full results of his labors.
The Kingdom that has been established will be turned over to the
Father's Care and will complete the Father's Joy.
INDEED, WE CAN SAY ...

Our Heavenly Abba is a most Joyful Being
Whether He's looking backward or considering the present moment or
looking to the future, His Heart feels Joy - Energizing Joy!
And because He is such a joyful being, it is impossible to be
in His Presence - to truly 'Apprehend His Joyfulness'
and not be affected by it.
Here's how the ancient Hebrew Leader Nehemiah put it during the days
when the Israelites were re-building the walls around Jerusalem
following their return from their Babylonian Captivity ...
His words become for us ...
TODAY'S MOST KEY SCRIPTURE ...

"The JOY of the Lord is your STRENGTH"
(Nehemiah 8:10)

There is great power in our Heavenly Father's Joy particularly in the Joy that He has in you personally!

That's what Nehemiah was talking about ...
The People had just finished a great task - They had built
a protective wall around the city of Jerusalem in a mere 52 days.
They would be able to once again safely inhabit Jerusalem.
They were on their way to restoring the Kingdom of Israel.
A great day of celebration and consecration was called.
Ezra the priest read the Book of the Law to the people while
the Levites carefully explained everything that was read.
The people wept as they heard the Word read and explained.
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They surrendered themselves in a renewed obedience to their God.
It was a great day for God's chosen people.
It was a day that brought great Joy to our Heavenly Abba and
being aware of the Father's Joy, Nehemiah pointed out to them
a great reality ...
The Father's Joy not only overflows into the hearts of all
who come to know Him but it comes with transforming power!
The Joy of the Lord - particularly the Joy that He has in you is a tremendous source of strength for you!
That ancient reality leads me to ...
TODAY'S KEY ADMONITION ...

"Allow Abba's Joy to INFECT and AFFECT your whole BEING
like some sort of spiritual VIRUS!"
Let it infect and affect your Physical Being:
"Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice." (Psalm 51:8)

Allow the Joy of the Lord to become your strength physically.
Let it infect and affect your Emotional Being:
"You turned my wailing into dancing;
you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy."
(Psalm 30:11)

Allow the Joy of the Lord to become your strength emotionally.

Let it infect and affect your Spiritual Being:
"May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him,
so that you might overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."
(Romans 15:13)

Allow the Joy of the Lord to become your strength spiritually.
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But even as you seek to do so, be sure you take to heart ...
TODAY'S KEY WARNING ...

The WORLD, the FLESH and the DEVIL will seek
to INOCULATE you against spiritual joy.
The world will tell you that Joy only comes as you make everything
about yourself and about the present moment and about some
wonderful, necessary thing that you desire.
(Personalism, Temporalism and Materialism we have called it.)

The flesh will tell you that Joy only comes as you satisfy your most
urgent cravings and as you put yourself above everyone else.
(Independence and Indulgence we regularly call that.)

The devil will tell you that Joy only comes as you declare your
emancipation from the rules and regulations laid down by any
earthly or heavenly authority.
('Destroying the works of God' is what Jesus dubbed that.)

The Bible however tells you that Joy comes by closing your ears
to each of those voices and instead opening your entire self
to your Joy-filled Heavenly Abba.

Today's Final Thot contains a transformational affirmation ...
Final Thot ...

"My Abba is ... Contagiously Joyful"
- I will allow HIs Joy to 'INFECT' and AFFECT my entire BEING - I will NOT allow the WORLD or the FLESH or the DEVIL
to INOCULATE me against it -
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS PERFECT ... FLAWLESSLY PERFECT"
(Job 36:4; 2 Samuel 22:31; Mathew 5:48; 1 Corinthians 13:11b; 2 Timothy 3:17)

Intro ... "Apprehending Abba" ... that is, coming to personally and
accurately 'know our Heavenly Father' has been our quest for some
seven months and thirty messages now.

Surely, we could have never expected such a quest to go any
more quickly for we are seeking to wrap our minds around
One who is infinite ...
There are so many aspects to our Heavenly Father's Nature.
Three weeks ago, we entered what I called 'The Home Stretch'
of our studies with the recognition that our Heavenly Abba is
'Magnificently Merciful' ...
That was the first of the 'Final Seven.'
The following week we rejoiced in the fact that He is 'Inconceivably
Gracious' and then it was pointed out that He is "Unceasingly Creative'
and just last week, we discovered to our delight that He is "Contagiously
Joyful" and that His Joy in us provides great strength for us.
How good is that!
Today's Key Concept draws our attention
to the fifth of the final seven ...
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TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"OUR HEAVENLY ABBA IS PERFECT ... FLAWLESSLY PERFECT"

- He has a COMPLETE GRASP of and FIRM GRIP on everything In seeking to understand this aspect of our Heavenly Father's Nature,
(as with all of the others), proper definition is critical.
The English word 'Perfect' used in virtually all versions of the New
Testament does not mean "sinless perfection" as in 'completely
removed from any sinfulness' - the words "Holy" and "Righteous"
refer to that condition. We have previously seen that our Abba is
both "Wholly Holy" and "Unwaveringly Righteous."
The English word "Perfect" found in the verses we will examine this
morning is a translation of the Greek word 'Telios' and it means ...
PERFECT ('telios') ...

Complete - Mature - Fully Developed - Grown Up 'Has it all together '
Now I know it sounds a little strange to say that our Heavenly Father the Almighty God Himself - 'has it all together' but as we will see, the
purpose of such a designation is so we who generally do not 'have it all
together' might realize that it is the Father's plan that we do.

Time to take a look at ...
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TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ...

From perhaps the oldest book of the Bible comes a statement
from one of the greatest saints of all time - the patriarch Job,
the righteous champion of God in a great spiritual contest.
* "He that is perfect in KNOWLEDGE" - Job 36:4
Job confessed that fact about our Heavenly Father when Job
did not have a clue why the things that were happening in his life were
happening. But Job testifies there are no gaps in God's Knowledge. He knows
everything. We could say He is perfectly complete in His knowledge.

Centuries later, King David, whose ways were anything but perfect,
who had many ups and downs - many slips and falls -would declare
in a Song of Praise recorded by the prophet Samuel ...
* "As for God His WAYS are perfect." - 2 Samuel 22:31
Indeed, as a contemporary song writer has expressed it,
our Heavenly Father is a "Good, Good Father."
We declare today that "He is perfect in all of HIs Ways."

These next three verses come with a twist and a process.
First the twist ... It comes in Jesus' Sermon on the Mount' ...
* "Be PERFECT as your Heavenly Father is PERFECT" - Matt. 5:48
To use the vernacular of a few years ago, "Get your act together."
Grow up and attain maturity in your life. Become like your Heavenly Father.

This testimony from the Apostle Paul demonstrates that he
understood what was required in this perfection process:
* "When I became a MAN, I put away CHILDISH things." -1 Cor. 13:11b
And then to His Son in the Faith, Timothy, Paul explains the role
of the Scripture in that perfection process ...

"So that the man of God may be THOROUGHLY
EQUIPPED for every good work ..." - 2 Timothy 3:17
That is ... Might have a 'complete grasp of and firm grip' on everything
necessary to be a genuine 'Grown-Up' in the Church of Jesus Christ.
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To become 'Thoroughly Equipped for the Demands of Earthly Life' ...
To become a 'Spiritual Grown-Up' is the Directive of our Heaven-Based
Savior and the Expectation of our Heaven-Sent Companion.
So how do we do it?
Well ... Here's a little Five Step Guide ...
I've called it:
HOW TO BECOME A FULLY GROWN-UP CHILD OF GOD:
Spiritually - Emotionally - Physically - Financially - Relationally
1. Become A Fully Grown-Up Child of God SPIRITUALLY
By developing a 'Walking with Pneuma' Lifestyle.

"Let us keep in step with the Spirit."
(Galatians 5:25)

This is the key to everything - 'Pneuma' is the Father's agent in the world
today and He has been sent to 'companion' every child of God every step
of the way from spiritual birth to end of life.
Every born-again Child of God has received the 'Gift of the Holy Spirit'
and the more consciously and consistently you 'Walk with Pneuma'
the more Grown-Up Spiritually you will be!
New Life will flourish within you.
Everything else will flow from the dynamic of that 'New Life'
planted within you and nurtured for you by the Holy Spirit.
So, you become Fully Grown-Up Child of God Spiritually
by developing a 'Walking with Pneuma' Lifestyle.
2. Become A Fully Grown-up Child of God EMOTIONALLY
By experiencing the PEACE of God at the CORE of your being.

"And the peace of God which transcends all understanding
will guard your heart and mind ..."
(Philippians 4:7)

'Peace of Heart' no matter what ... that's both the means whereby
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a Child of God becomes Grown-up Emotionally and the evidence
that such maturity has been achieved.
Earlier in that verse, the Apostle Paul had pointed out that it's a 'spirit
of continual thanksgiving' that allows such 'Peace' to take up residence
within us.
And it's 'Pneuma Himself' who encourages us and enables us to live with
that 'spirit' throughout all the 'ups and downs' and 'in and outs' of life
in this absolutely unpredictable world
So, you become fully Grown-Up Emotionally by experiencing God's own
peace taking possession of your heart and mind. Such God-Given Peace
will guard you from immature emotions and reactions.

Here's Step Three in this Five Step Process ...
3. Become A Fully Grown-Up Child of God PHYSICALLY
By making HEALTH and WHOLENESS a priority in your life.

"Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit ... honor God with your body."
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

Paul says that 'our bodies belong to God' ... We are to honor God with
our bodies ... Our bodies enable the 'Invisible God' to become visible.
Physically speaking, we represent him.
Physical health and wholeness will be a priority for any who are
becoming 'Grown-Up' in their Christian Life.
Recognizing that your body belongs to God and is, in fact, a Temple
for the Holy Spirit who companions you can be revolutionary.
So, you become Fully Grown-Up Physically by making health
and wholeness a priority in your life.
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4. Become A Fully Grown-Up Child of God FINANCIALLY
By practicing TITHING and by being a careful STEWARD
of all your POSSESSIONS.

"Bring the full tithe" ... "A steward must be found faithful ..."
(Malachi 3:10; 1 Corinthians 4:2)

Financial Freedom characterizes a Fully Grown-Up Child of God.
I define financial freedom as 'Never having an obligation come due
that you don't have the means to cover.'
And that, of course, includes our spiritual financial obligations as well.
'Grown-Ups' budget and live within their means.
You become Fully Grown-Up Financially by practicing tithing and
by being a careful steward of all your possessions.
And now here's the final step in this five-step 'perfection process' ...
5. Become A Fully Grown-Up Child of God RELATIONALLY
By putting LOVE at the center of every human INTERACTION

"If I have not love, I am nothing ..."
(1 Corinthians 13:2)

LOVE ... not self-interest ... not resentment ... not dis-interest ...
not neglect ... not anger ... but LOVE placed at the core of every human
interaction reveals a Child of God who is Fully Grown-Up Relationally.

And now for our Final Thot of the morning ...
Final Thot ...

"My Abba is ... Flawlessly Perfect"
- I will make it my goal in life to be as COMPLETE - as MATURE as WELL PUT-TOGETHER as I can possibly be Spiritually - Emotionally - Physically - Financially and Relationally!
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“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS FAITHFUL ... UNFAILINGLY FAITHFUL"
(Hebrews 1:1-2; Genesis 12:1-3; Romans 8:29; Psalm 18:25;
1 Corinthians 10:13; Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 2:13)

Intro ... Next week we 'wrap up' this entire "Apprehending Abba" series.

Thirty mind-expanding, heart-warming, life-determining aspects of
our Heavenly Father's nature we will have identified, discussed and
hopefully truly 'apprehended.'
I trust that we will all be well on our way toward gaining the kind
of 'Knowledge of our Abba Father'' that Jesus said defined
'Eternal Life' itself.
Today's next to last message zeroes in on the aspect of our Heavenly
Abba's nature that gives us confidence in all the others ...
It's the one that guarantees that our former studies have not
been in vain ...
It's one that you must have known was coming ...
It's one that has been heralded in great hymns and has sustained
Abba's Children throughout the centuries.
Today's Key Concept draws our attention to it.

You know it as well as you know your name but it's the fact that
our Heavenly Father is characterized by it that allows us to rest
in all the rest.
So here it is ...
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TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
"Our Heavenly Abba is FAITHFUL ... Unfailingly Faithful"

- He has never FAILED to CARRY OUT what He has SAID.
FAITHFUL ... Reliable - Dependable - Loyal - A Promise Keeper
We sing: "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" and
rely upon the truth of which we sing.
We encounter the unexpected ... perhaps the undeserved
or the undesired and we rely upon this truth:
God is faithful - God is faithful - God is faithful!

This truth we stand upon - this truth allows us to wrap our minds and hearts
around all the great 'Apprehensions' we have previously made.
God is faithful - God is faithful - God is faithful!

This morning I would share with you Four Great Expressions
of our Heavenly Abba's Great Faithfulness.
1. OUR HEAVENLY ABBA IS FAITHFUL TO HIS PRONOUNCEMENTS

"Thus, Says the Lord" fills the Scriptures ...
Thus 'Does the Lord' fills the history books ...
Whether it's Daniel previewing centuries of history for King Nebuchadnezzar or
Isaiah predicting the Fall of the Hebrew Nation or the Apostle John envisioning
the end of the age, our Heavenly Abba has both pronounced and produced.
His pronouncements do not 'Fall to the Ground.
They have and will all come to pass.
Here's a great summary statement found in the Letter to the Hebrews:
"In the past God spoke to our forefathers by the prophets
at many times and in various ways, but in these last days,
God has spoken to us by His Son ..."
(Hebrews 1:1-2)
Our Heavenly Abba has never left the world entirely 'In the dark' ...
He has 'Pronounced' His Will and His Ways and He has always been
'Faithful to His Pronouncements.'
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Secondly, it is my delight to share with you that ...

2. OUR HEAVENLY ABBA IS FAITHFUL TO HIS ETERNAL PURPOSES
- He will not fail to fulfill them First, of course, there was the creation of our universe itself which gave expression
to His Power and Glory ...
And then there was the creation of Man which placed His very image and nature
upon and within a Living Being with whom He might fellowship ...
And then, due to the Fall of Man, there was purposed the 'Plan of Redemption'
and ultimate 'Reclamation' of all that He had made.

The Nation of Israel and the subsequent Church of Jesus Christ form the focus
for our Heavenly Abba's Purposes.
The First Declaration of Abba's Purposes in Redemption and Reclamation was
made to Abraham ...
"I will make of you a great nation and in you
all nations will be blessed."
(Genesis 12:1-3)
The ultimate nature of that world-wide blessing would be spiritual and eternal
and would come through the Son of God Himself sent to earth.
Through His Sacrificial death and resurrection, forgiveness of sins would be
granted and new life given and an Eternal Family created.
The Apostle Paul was given the privilege of making the Final Declaration of
Abba's Purpose in Redemption and Reclamation ...
"That he (Jesus) might be the first-born of many brothers."
(Romans 8:29)
It is our Heavenly Abba's purpose to establish a 'Family of Faith' - a family of
'Innumerable Born-Again Human Beings' conformed to Christ Himself.
To that Purpose, our Heavenly Abba is 'Unfailingly Faithful.'

Consider with me now a Third great Expression of our Heavenly Abba's
Unfailing Faithfulness ...
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3. OUR HEAVENLY ABBA IS FAITHFUL TO HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE
- He will never forsake them Our Heavenly Abba's announced purposes always wind up being personal - they
zero in individuals - they focus upon those whom He has identified as his own.
Here are a few choice examples from the Scriptures:
"To the faithful, you show yourself faithful" - Psalm 18:25
The Truth is: Only the faithful are looking for and counting on their Heavenly
Father's Faithfulness - only they are comforted by it. The unfaithful would prefer
that God forget all about what He has said and they live their lives as though
He has. However, those who seeking to take the 'Five Steps Toward Spiritual
Maturity' that we discussed last week 'wrap themselves up in the faithfulness of
their Heavenly Abba' and feel completely secure.

Consider now some very special aspects of that 'Security' ...
"God is faithful who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you can bear." - 1 Corinthians 10:13
When you walk with the Spirit through life, when you pursue Spiritual Maturity,
life in this fallen world will never overcome you. Your faithful Heavenly Abba will
always provide a way for you to maintain your faith.
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness." - 1 John 1:9
Sinful failure is never fatal for any of Abba's Children ... Owning up to our failures
is a sign of spiritual maturity ... Confession of sin demonstrates a sensitivity to the
Father's Will and Ways. He is faithful to restore us.
"He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion ..." - Philippians 1:6
Could any expression of our Heavenly Abba's Faithfulness be better than that?
He will not give up on us - He will 'Work His Work' in us until the task is done!
He is unfailingly faithful to us His Chosen People!

Here now is the Fourth and Most Foundational Expression of all ...
4. OUR HEAVENLY ABBA IS FAITHFUL TO HIS OWN PERSON
- He will never cease being Who He is - His Attributes are 'Set in Stone' Only one verse is needed ... "He cannot deny Himself" - 2 Timothy 2:13
Our Heavenly Abba will always be 'Who He Is'... the Person we have discovered
Him to be ... He will remain unfailingly faithful to Himself!

Final Thot ...
"My Abba is ... Unfailingly Faithful"
- I will not DOUBT what He has said or DENY what He has done 177

“APPREHENDING ABBA”
"MY ABBA IS MINE ... ETERNALLY MINE"
(Psalm 63)

Intro ... Today is 'Wrap-Up Sunday' ... the Sunday we 'wrap-up' an
eight-month series of messages. "Apprehending Abba" we have
called it - sub-title: "Looking at the Father through the Eyes of His Son."

That's what we have been doing for these past eight months.
This "Apprehending Abba" series has completed the Trilogy of Studies
that began some 5 years ago.
The "Looking Unto Jesus" series enabled us to accurately set our eyes
upon our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and be thrilled by all his
present-day Heavenly Ministries on our behalf.
The 'Walking With Pneuma" series introduced us to 'Pneuma' - the
Heaven-Sent Companion - the Holy Spirit Himself, who accompanies us
through every moment of our earthly life and Who is uniquely equipped
to make us 'Like Christ.'
"Apprehending Abba" zeroes in on the highest expression of
Christ-likeness ... genuine fellowship with our Abba Father Himself.
Jesus told his disciples that "Knowing the Heavenly Father Apprehending Abba" is the very essence of 'Eternal Life' ...
It's the main thing!
For these past eight months, it has been our thing!
Today's Key Concept reviews all 29 Great Aspects of our Heavenly
Father's Nature and then announces a Final Great Truth!
Let's review them all together -

Read the statements with me as they appear before us one by one ...
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TODAY'S KEY CONCEPT ...
MY ...

Intensely Personal, Continually Available, Lavishly Loving,
Almost Infinitely Patient, Breathtakingly Strategic,
Brilliantly Tactical, Wonderfully Forgiving,
Mysteriously Purposeful, Profoundly Wise,
Powerfully Protective, Wholly Holy, Unconditionally Connected,
Awesomely Glorious, Amazingly Trusting, Tirelessly Vigilant,
Masterfully Communicative, Supremely Confident,
Unwaveringly Righteous, Absolutely Just,
Surprisingly Sympathetic, Fabulously Wealthy,
Eminently Trustworthy, Undeniably Credible,
Magnificently Merciful, Inconceivably Gracious,
Unceasingly Creative, Contagiously Joyful,
Flawlessly Perfect, Unfailingly Faithful ...
HEAVENLY ABBA IS ... ETERNALLY MINE!
ETERNALLY: Never, ever ENDING - Lasting FOREVER.

In other words, My Incredible Heavenly Father will never stop being
my Abba! He, in all His Divine Magnificence ... He, with all His Fatherly
Concern, is ... Eternally Mine!
Because I have come to know Him, I can begin to experience
'Eternal Life' (that is, life with the scent of Heaven upon it) in the here and
now and I will continue to enjoy that life 'Eternally' (forever and ever)!
Now that recognition brings us to ...
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TODAY'S KEY QUESTION ...

How should that make me FEEL?
How should I live in light of this REALITY?
"I should feel truly BLESSED."
"I should live completely COMMITTED."

The greatest songwriter of all time (inspired by the Spirit of God Himself)
addressed those very issues long years ago.
His Song is recorded in Psalm 63 ...
From it we chose ...

TODAY'S KEY SCRIPTURES ... Psalm 63
(With some additional explanatory phrases)

Now though David wrote this psalm (prayed this prayer) during a time of
great duress (King Saul was seeking to destroy him.), he prays as one who
truly 'Knew His God' ...
He prays as one who had truly 'taken captive' a great understanding of
Him and thus out of him came some of the very things that should be
coming out of us this morning.
Let's hum along as he sings ...
In a few minutes, we will sing our own prayer to our Father.
Here's how David sang:
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Verse 1a ... 'Oh God, (My Heavenly Abba) You are my God;
Earnestly I SEEK You (desire to truly know You).

David knew (as we discovered) that God was
'Intensely Personal' ...
"You are my God."
Seeking God out - Seeking to connect with God was an earnest, a deliberate and energetic action of his life.

Verse 2 ..."I have SEEN You in the sanctuary and
beheld Your Power and Your Glory ...
(I've invested myself in coming to know You as you desire to be known.)

David never got to see 'God in the flesh' as those in Jesus' day did
and David never got to know the daily companionship of God
the Holy Spirit but in moments of planned worship, in the actions
of a God-Ordained Priestly Order making provision for the sins
of His People, David experienced
His Intensely Personal God showing Himself to be
"Wholly Holy" and 'Unwaveringly Righteous', as well as
'Magnificently Merciful' and 'Inconceivably Gracious.'

Verse 3a ...Your Love is BETTER than life."
(Better than anything the unredeemed call life)

Nearly a thousand years before 1 John 3:1 was written,
David knew that His God was 'Lavishly Loving.'
To know the 'Lavish Love' of an 'Intensely Personal' God is indeed
better than any limited earthly life. God's love is not only personal
but eternal. It not only touches on physical things but
involves spiritual things as well.
It satisfies man's deepest and most desperate needs.
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As we hum along with the first three verses of this Psalm, cannot we
who have invested the past eight months seeking out our Heavenly
Father's heart enthusiastically exclaim ...
* That's DISCOVERY and REALITY ...
That's what we have been engaged in the past 30 weeks.
Coming to 'Apprehend Abba' and feeling blessed!
David made remarkable progress in his search
with far less resources than we have today!
No wonder he was once referred to in the Bible as:
"A Man After God's Own Heart."
Surely David would agree (as we have suggested this morning)
that one who truly has come to "Know God" should feel
"Truly Blessed."
But there is much more to the Psalm ...
* What comes next is RESPONSE ...
Expressions of Commitment from one who is feeling truly Blessed.
As we noted earlier, those who have indeed come to 'Know,' that is,
to 'Apprehend' Abba should not only feel 'truly blessed' but should
resolve to live 'completely committed' lives.
This we see David confessing as he continues to 'Sing his Song' ...
verse 3b ..."My lips will GLORIFY you."
(Declare your glory and goodness everywhere I go.)

How can we do less, really?
Our 'lips' should never betray or deny or denigrate our marvelous
Heavenly Father. Rather, from our mouths should regularly come
statements that honor and glorify Him.
David understood that.
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Verse 5a ... My soul will be SATISFIED ..."
(There is nothing better than knowing You.)

The Apostle Peter declared in 'First Peter' that the
'Salvation of our Souls' is the ultimate goal of our faith.
One sign of a fully 'saved soul' is this testimony from David.
"My soul will be satisfied in the relationship I have
with my Heavenly Abba."
Verse 6 ... I REMEMBER You - I THINK of You"
(You are always at the forefront of my mind.)

We could call this "The Salvation of our Minds."
The Apostle Paul instructed us to "Set our minds on things above"
(Colossians 3:1) and to be transformed in our living by the
"Renewing of our minds" (Romans 12:2). David would agree.
Verses 7-8 ... "I will SING in the shadow of Your Wings."
My Soul CLINGS to You - Your right hand UPHOLDS me."
(I am completely connected to and protected by You.)

"Singing in the shadow of the Father's wings' is like 'singing in the
shower.' It's a solo performance and it always sounds awesome It's our voice as we always hoped it could be. It's pure and perfect.
The Father loves it and holds us even more tightly!
Here's the final verse of the song we will consider this morning ...
Verse 11 ... "The King will REJOICE in God"
(You will forever be my source of Joy and delight.)

That's the bottom line, isn't it?
Unending, unspeakable, unassailable Joy ...
The more we truly 'Apprehend Abba' the more such Joy will be ours!
And so, we come to the final thot of this extended series:
Final Thot ...
When all is said and done,
Can it be said any better than this?
We have a GOOD, GOOD Heavenly Father- ABBA is His Name.
Let us NEVER forget! Let us always SING the SONG!
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APPREHENDING ABBA
"Now this is Eternal Life:
that they might know YOU, the only true God ..."
(John 17:3)

MY ABBA IS:

"INTENSELY PERSONAL"
"CONTINUALLY AVAILABLE"
"LAVISHLY LOVING "
"ALMOST INFINITELY PATIENT"
"BREATHTAKINGLY STRATEGIC"
"BRILLIANTLY TACTICAL"
"WONDERFULLY FORGIVING"
"MYSTERIOUSLY PURPOSEFUL"
“PROFOUNDLY WISE”
“POWERFULLY PROTECTIVE”
“WHOLLY HOLY”
"UNCONDITIONALLY CONNECTED"
"AWESOMELY GLORIOUS”
"AMAZINGLY TRUSTING"
"TIRELESSLY VIGILANT"
"MASTERFULLY COMMUNICATIVE"
"SUPREMELY CONFIDENT"
"UNWAVERINGLY RIGHTEOUS"
"ABSOLUTELY JUST"
"SUPRISINGLY SYMPATHETIC"
"FABULOUSLY WEALTHY"
"EMINENTLY TRUSTWORTHY"
"UNDENIABLY CREDIBLE"
"MAGNIFICENTLY MERCIFUL"
"INCONCEIVABLY GRACIOUS"
"UNCEASINGLY CREATIVE"
"CONTAGIOUSLY JOYFUL"
"FLAWLESSLY PERFECT"
"UNFAILINGLY FAITHFUL"
"ETERNALLY MINE"
Sonlife Community Church
Apple Valley, CA
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A BELIEVER’S MORNING PRAYER
(Formulated by Mark Allen Mikels)

MY ALMIGHTY ABBA IN HEAVEN …
I come into Your Presence in the exalted Name of Jesus Christ, my Savior and Lord,
the pioneer and the perfecter of my faith, who continually holds open the door
into Your Presence for all who are His ...
I come companioned by the Eternal Holy Spirit who has breathed new life into me
and who would create Christ-Likeness within me.
And as I enter Your Presence, Abba, I bow myself before you ... I surrender my life
completely to You ... I yield myself entirely to Your Will and I declare my desire
to walk in Your Ways this day.
I come, Almighty Father, confessing my need of continual cleansing and healing.
My soul (the source of my passions, yearnings, impulses and inclinations) is in great need today
of Your Gracious Touch. My soul is far from a state of complete salvation and yet I know
that full and complete ‘salvation of soul’ is Your desire for me.
And so, Father, I ask you this day to further ‘Save my Soul’ ... Bring health and wholeness
to me. Free me from anything and everything that has established a ‘Hold’ upon me.
Release me ever more completely into Your Spirit’s control.
This is my desire – This is the petition I bring –
This ‘Full Salvation of Soul’ is what I seek.
I yield myself now this day completely to You, my Heavenly Abba, and I rejoice in the
great privilege that is mine of being known as Your Child!
I will as well completely yield myself to the One that You and Your Beloved Son have
sent to companion me through my earthly life, for He is in perfect harmony with both
Your Wishes and Ways.
I will, this day, allow Him to walk me into and through every circumstance that comes
my way. I will believe with all my heart that each and every one of them is Your Will
for me and that Your Marvelous Grace will be ‘More than Sufficient’ to sustain me.
I will believe that in every one of them You are somehow ‘working for my good.’
And so, with my hand firmly placed in the hand of my Earthly Companion and with
my eyes purposefully and productively fixed upon Jesus, my Savior and Lord, and
with my heart fully given to You, my Gracious and Merciful Heavenly Abba,
I enter expectantly into this day!
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A BELIEVER’S EVENING PRAYER

(First Raised to the Heavenly Father by Mark Allen Mikels)

MY WONDROUS ABBA FATHER …
I come into Your Presence with yet another day added to the history of my life.
I come not to analyze or evaluate the 'Doings of the Day.'
I come not to draw conclusions about my 'Performance' this day.
I come to thank YOU for Your 'Faithfulness' to me this day.
I come to thank YOU for the Spirit who has 'companioned' me every minute of this day.
I come to thank YOU for the 'awesome ministries' that Jesus, my Lord and Savior,
has carried out on my behalf this day.
I come before YOU in wonder and amazement.
I close this day in worship and praise:
"YOU are truly 'My Wondrous Heavenly Father' ...
'My Abba' - the source of every good and perfect gift."
My 'cup' is full, and my heart rejoices in Your 'Provision' for me
both in 'This Life' and in 'The Life to Come.'
I lay myself down to rest in complete confidence and trust.
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GOD’S CALL TO SALVATION
God’s Call to Salvation is above everything else a ‘Call to Surrender’ - a call to repudiate
the ‘Life Attitude of Independence and Indulgence’ chosen by Eve and then Adam
in the Garden of Eden.
That ‘Attitude’ of Independence and Indulgence’ has been man’s natural condition
ever since its birth in the garden ...
It’s an attitude that sets man in opposition to God and to His Purposes and Plans for man.
It’s an attitude that ‘separates’ man from any meaningful relationship with God. It’s properly
called ‘Sin.’ It’s an attitude that expresses itself in all manner of self-centered actions – each
of them an offense to the ONE who has created man for his OWN fellowship and pleasure.
It’s become the core of man’s being. It’s an attitude of heart and mind that closes the door
of heaven to man. It closes the door of Fellowship as well.
Spiritually speaking, man, in his natural state is a woeful wanderer in this fallen world.
Man, in his natural state, is under the Curse of the Creator God whose Plan for Man
has been rejected, whose Purposes for Man perverted.

However, in the heart of God resides a deep love for man – for the entire rebellious
human race – and God yearns for man to be restored to what was once the norm –
wondrous, joyful fellowship between the Creator and the ‘Being in His Own Image’
that He fashioned.
And so, God’s Plan of Salvation was designed ... God would provide a way for man
to be restored to fellowship – for man to move from a position of rebellion to one of
reliance, from a sense of self-rule to an experience of complete submission
to the Will and Ways of God.
God would send His Own Beloved Son into the Human Race to model just such a life –
a life completely surrendered to the Heavenly Father and thus completely obedient to him –
a perfect example of a ‘Restored Human Being.’
And then, having fulfilled that task – having lived a perfectly sinless and flawless life
in complete surrender to the Father’s Will, enabled by the Powerful Spirit of God
with Whom He walked obediently – Jesus, God’s Heaven-Sent Son, was offered
up as a sacrifice for all mankind.
He paid the price of man’s rebellion with his own life’s blood.
And the Father accepted that sacrifice and demonstrated His acceptance by raising
His Crucified Son from death, and positioning Him at His Own Right Hand in heaven and
giving Him the ‘Name that is above all Names’ – the ‘Name’ at which one day
all living beings will bow!

And then, the Father and the Exalted Son sent the Holy Spirit into the world to begin the
process of ‘Calling Men To Salvation’ – to announce to the world what God has done in
Jesus Christ and that ‘Forgiveness of Sins and Restoration to Fellowship’ was now possible
for man. That ‘Call’ is positively responded to by all who truly ‘Hear it.’
187

It’s a ‘Call to Surrender’ ... surrender to Jesus Christ and the ONE He has sent (The Holy Spirit)
to carry out the ‘Work of Salvation’ in the world.
This ‘Surrender of Self’ involves the confession of one’s sinfulness before God and of one’s
guilt before God and of one’s utter inability to atone for one’s own sin.
This ‘Surrender of Self’ involves a repudiation of all attempts to ‘work out one’s own
salvation’ – to earn God’s favor. This ‘Surrender of Self’ involves an embrace of
Jesus Christ as one’s personal Savior from Sin and a recognition that ‘New Birth’
is the only way one can experience ‘New Life.’

‘New Birth’ is accomplished by the Holy Spirit in all those who ‘Hear His Voice’ and
respond in faith to ‘His Call.’
This ‘New Birth’ is a work of God and provides immediate membership in the Family of God
and in the Church of Jesus Christ. This ‘New Birth’ is a profoundly ‘miraculous’ work.
This ‘New Birth’ begins a process by which a fallen, sin-filled human being is brought into
fellowship with God the Father and is transformed into the very Likeness of Christ.

Those who truly ‘Hear God’s Call To Salvation’ respond thusly:
Oh God, I confess that I am a sinner by nature and by choice. I confess that I rightly stand
under your judgment and condemnation. My life of independence and indulgence
has been an offense to YOU – to your Plans and to your Holiness.
I have no claim on you, but I appeal to your Great Love.
I know that you sent your perfect Son, Jesus, not only to demonstrate perfection in this fallen
world but also to die in my place. I do believe He died for me and I also believe that He rose
from the dead and that He sits at Your Right Hand in heaven this very moment. He is the Eternal
Son of God and I embrace Him as my Savior and Lord and, in His Name,
I ask YOU to forgive me for my sins. I ask YOU, for His sake,
to grant me New Birth into Your Eternal Family by the Power of Your Holy Spirit.
I acknowledge your Sovereignty over all things, and I yield myself entirely to YOU as my ‘Abba’
Father. I yield myself as well to the Lord Jesus Christ, my Exalted Savior, and to The Holy Spirit
(Pneuma) Who has been sent to companion and guide all those who through faith in
Jesus become Your Children. I will endeavor each day to ‘Keep In Step with Him’
as He seeks to develop ‘Christ-Likeness’ within me.
MY LIFE IS YOURS!
May YOUR WILL be perfectly accomplished within me!
AMEN
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